Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



i ENGLISCHE 

'RACH- UND LITERATURDENKMALE 

i DBS 16. 17. UND 18. JAHRHUNDBBTS 

llERAUBGEOBBEN 
VOM 

KARL VOLLMOLLER 



' «: 



GOEBODUC 



OR 



-.'ERREX AND PORREX 

STY 

'* A TKACJEDY 



LYI. 

AM.'- j^Y 



THOMA8 NOinON AND IIIOMAS 8A(.n{VILLE 

A. 1). 1561. 



»» 



nv 



r '. 




^ :*''.• 7'..' ' •• » • • • 

" •>•■ • • • »• 



/•ifi. •■ =, Von u \ : y. u . \\ v,-:^ ';^^ 'i'^ ^'^''^ 



•• ••• . 






6 
• •• * 




^. '.'*' I 



t 

•3 ". ; 






I 



O^ 



^imj26 






.V- 



.->< 



Boobdruckoroi von G. <)llo \u "OMm^sNi^^vVt. 



CONTENTS. 



[ON. 

}H DRAMA IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY, Y. 
AUTHORS OP GORBODUC, YH— XL 
OF THE PLAY, XI. 
9ttRM PARTLY GREEK, PARTLY ENGUSH, XH— XIY, XVI— XYIH. 
OF GORBODUC, XI, XIV— XYI. 
itlpaM; CENTRAL IDEA, XVm, XIX. 
1f)UMtUS EDITIONS, XIX. 

IIMATE'S SERPENT OF DIVISION, XX— XXD. 
^HMIONS TO POLITICS, XXH. 
.'jPUfiTIONS AND PECULIARITIES, XXIV. 
"MUft IN NORTON^S LIFE, XXVI. 
iUkiCBSlN SACEVILLE's LIFE, XXVH. 

BY NORTON TO TURNER'S TRIACLE, XXVHI. 
OF GORBODUC, pp. 1—96. 
I TO FIRST EDITION, p. 1. 
TO SECOND EDITION, p. 3. 
ADDRESS TO THE READER, p. 5. 
13PK0TES, p. 97. 

i- 

i 

I. 





INTEODDCTION. 



At the beginning of Elizabeth's reign before tbe birth 
}f Shakespeare (A, D. 1558) there was au English Dramft 
and there was an English stage, but both were in a 
jtate of transition. The English people of old loved 
ishows and plays, and the clergy hero as elsewhere had 
[awfully turned this natural taste to account by encon- 
and permitting the representation of BibUcal 
For ages the religion of the nation informed 
and literature, and thus sought to make felt 
laman and picturesque elements , to the glory of 
ii or of the Virgin; heoce wc have the Cursor I 
LtfWK^/ and the collections of Mystery playa, without I 
vbioh there would not have been in later times a 1 ^^ 
Milton's Paradise Lost or perhaps even a George Her-f^H 
bert's Teniple. ^^M 

The religious plays so popular down to the time ^^| 
of the Keformation, were dramas with actors, acenes, '^^ 
and a stage. We know Icsa perhaps of the origin of 
their literary form than of the manner of their produc- 
tion, but they had some influence upon other forms of 
the dramatic genius, though (as Ja contended) what is 
called the regular English drama did not immediately 
grow out of them. The desire for ahow and ijeracrt»&.tA 
ideals, auimated by tlie new alutmga ol'^'i^'^«i>^^'*'^ 
had inapired the Vision of Piers Plowman, Vae^ 'vw^'^'^?: 
by tbe ioereaaing moral aenae oi ftift "B.e'v«m».'C\«^ «^i■«*'^ 



Irhich could not brook the weight of mere tradition.^^ 
religion, broke out for a time in the morality plays ^^ 
the 15. and 16. centuries. The old hght. and the ne^fc^ 
these were represented side by side in the religioi^ 
and the morahty plays ; but the latter did not betot^ | 
all the new light and learning. Men were going bad 
to the antiquities of another race, were eagerly studymj 
the human nature and the dramatic literature of Greec 
and Rome; and, warmly enthusiastic in the pursuit o 
ancient civilization , carried some of its form into thei 
own. Young "University students translated the come 
dies and tragedies they found,' and out of their earnes 
admiration, shaped new dramas for the English stagt 
on the old classic models. The learned scbool-maste 
/"'Udall did not deem it unworthy to provide amuaemen 
I for his boys by writiug comedies after Plautua anc 
Terence for them to perform. Fitting in to the fond 
ness for show and pageant, the source of dramatic 
representations was shifted from one class of society to 
another, and scholastic learning took up the production 
of plays at Court, the Universities, and the Inns 
of law, 

TJdall died in December 1556, Ralph Royster Doystet 
(the only one of his comedies now known) was written 
before 1553,^ About this time the tragedies of Seneca 
were being studied and translated,^ these studies bore 

(fruit in the tragedy of Qorboduc, the first original piecs'l 
(so far as is known) in which English pens tried their I 
flight in dramatic tragedy. The Queen's proclamation J 
of 16. May, 1559, bad forbidden plays which touched] 
eligion or politics to be performed, ^beyng", it proceeded, I 



i Alexander NeTjla was bnl: aisteen, be tells us himsi 
when ha translated Seneca's Oedipus, A. D. I5fi0. 
' See Arber'B reprint, Introduation, p. 6. 
' English Iranalatioos ot scfen o5 ^enacala \xb.?,«4vbb w 
publieheil between 1659 ft I6fi6. CoWieT'a 'mftt. ■Dta.TOMTvo"?**! 
»d. 3879, n, 400. 



■no meete matters to bG wrytten or treated vpon, but 
Ry menne of aucthoritie, learning, and wiaedome, nor 
■o be bandied before any uudience but of graue and* 
iscreete peraons." It is clear that this proclamation, 
'"? seeking to stamp out the old and common 
_ i in use among the people generally, — perhaps 
kbrompted by alarm at tbe tmccesa of Sir D. Lindsay's 
jiolitical satire, „Three Estates" in Scotland, — stimulated 
production of a higher drama by men of another 
I a higher class of education, Playa had to be pro- 
"l for the entertainment of the best society in Lon- 
! well as of the Queen and her court; , matters 
^gion or of the governance of the estate of the 
gLoa weale" might be treated by those who were 
i do so, and thus it was that, in less than three 
I after the proclamation, two able and clever yonng 
f good family and wits joined at writing a tra- 
'lich closely touched the subject of „the govor- 
f the common weale", to be performed by the 
.men of tbe Inn at a grand Christmas entertain- 
given at the Inner Temple.o^ The play must 
been a success, for Queen Elizabeth had it per- 
[ before her shortly afterwards (18. January) at 
hall, in which too she may have wished to favour 
r yonng kinsman Sackville, one of the authors. See 
the words of the printer Daye, after, p. 5. This perform- 
ance was recorded by Henry Machyn, a citizen of 
London, as follows, „The xvii day of January was 
a play in the quen['s] hall at Westmynster by the gen- 
tvll men of the Tempull, and after a grett maske, for 
tner was a grett ekaffold in the hall, with [as] grett ^^ 
L tryhumpe as has bene sene" (Machyn'a Diary, ed. by ^^M 
J. G. Nichols from MS. Cott. Vit. P. v. for the Camden ^H 
. , 1848, p. 275;). ^1 

The Inner Temple was (and is still) one of the ^* 
four great Colleges of Law in Loudon kno-wa. ^t. .^J^ssa 
of Court". Thomaa Norton U?,^^ 'i.^ "'a \^'f=^ «»*^ 
mas SacfeviJie (aged 25), a ^utwe \a.^lfci ^^^^^ ■a.'^-«iw»'*' 



^^^ tl 



statesmaQ, were both famous for their attamments i 
Latin and for their English verae; NortoB had entered 
the Inner Temple in 1555. and was publishing hia cbl 
work, the translation of Calvin'a Institutes, in thia Tei 
year 1561; Sackville, a kinsman to the Queen thrc 
her mother, and frequently about her from hia yc 
having distinguished himself at Oxford and Cambridg^ 
had also some connection with the Inner Temple; h& 
probably studied there though ha may not have belong- 
ged to it (his name is not found on the books of thd' 
Inn)', his father was governor of the Inner Temple in 
1561, and lived close by, at Sackville House in Salis- 
bury Court. Jasper Heywood, in some verses prefixed 
to his translation of Seneca's Thyestes in 1560, refers 
to the repute of Sackville'a sonnets and Norton's ditties; 
one each of these haa come down to us, both of them 
are commendatory verses according to the fashion of 
the time; a sonnet of Sackville 'a- prefixed to a trans- 
lation by Sir Thomas Hoby, printed 1561; and a ditty 
by Norton preGsed to a tract against the Pelagian 
heresy called „A preservative or triaele", by a doctor 
of physic, William Turner, in 1551.^ Sackville, already 
married, an active member of parliament and popular 
at court, and Norton the young lawyer and severe 
puritan, also in parliament, were thus men fitted by 
their training, associations, and aspirations to produce a 

inew and scholarly drama for the entertainment „of 
grave, and diacreete persooB", Both were at the out- 
set of their career, and in the midst of literary excer- 



' W. D. Cooper, Soyater Doyster and Qorboduc, edited for 
the old Shakespeare Sooiety, 1647, p. lx. 

' Printed by W, D. Cooper, p. Lxn; nnd in Poetioal Works 
of ThomaB Sackville (C. Chappie), London, 1820, Biog. Sketch, 
p.vm. Cooper olao prints two otlier ditties by Norton, p. xxxix. 

' As these verses are lass known than others written by 
Norton, and are worthy of nolioe on aoaount of their style, erea 
then arekaic and harking baok to the old alliteration, T print them 
' the end of this Introduction. 



Gorboduc 



following on the m 
translated twenty-e 

tre, published in loti'J, \p\ no groat merit, 
Sternhold and Hopkins' version); while the 
which SackvilJe contributed to the „Mirrour for 
ietrates" , on whieii his literary fame reets, was 
lished in 1563, m the Second Part of that work.' 
It haa been doubted by "Warton, Ashbjj and others ■ 
'whether Norton wrote any part of GorSoduc, some edi- 
tors even ignoring bim altogether as concerned in it.^ 
But there is no good ground for this. The printers of 
both the Grst and second editions deulare the dual author- 
ship, and there ia no reason to doubt their good faith, in- 
deed the one proves the other. In the first instance, like 
other early plays, the piece seems to have been written, 
not to be printed but to be shown; and several copies 
must have been in use among the ^gentlemen of the Inner 
Temple" who nshewed" it." Tragedies (not all neces- 
sarily dramas) were then in vogue among men of letters, 
the Mirrour for Magistrates, the first Part of which came 
out in 1559, the second (to which Sackville contributed) 
in 1563, consisted of a series of ntragedies" in verse; 
Seneca's dramatic tragedies, as mentioned, above were^ 
being translated and printed; and some „young manV 
probably one of the gentlemen players, who had a copa 



' For s fuller ftooount of Thoma-s Norton and his writinffi 
«ee l.he axnpltent MemoirB by W- Donant Coopar, prefixed 1 
the (Oldl Shakespeare Sonieiy edition of Gorboduc, 1847; " 
in Mesars. Cooper's Athetme Cantabrisieasea, (1858), I, 485, 
Also Wood's Athenae Oion. Vol. I, p. 186. Mr. W. D, Coopdj 
nUo glres a succinct Memoir of BuokTiUe, a.-i to whom see, fiirthar 
'Warton'B Hiat. En(r. Poetry, ed.l871, VoI.IV.p. 162. In Cooper" 
Allien. Cant., Yol. II, p. 484. ia a ton^ acoount of StickTille, with 
nuthoritiea. The main fai^ta in the life of oaob will he foand 
tabulsted on pp, ksiv, xxv, attet, 

' Joseph Spenoe in tte advlion ol Yl^v 'iVwjV'**' -^wo.''. -J*- 



• See Title page of 1565, v- '^.- 



of this new tragedy of Gurhoduc^ took it to the i 
known printer WUIiam Griffith, who got it licenced 
published it, September 22, 1565,^ without the knowlei 
of the authors. This Hyouog man" must have knov^ 
who were the writerB, and moreover if he wished i^- 
make money by the transaction, aa Day insinuates, fc^ 
would have suppressed the name of Norton in favov> 
of a man so much higher in social rank aa Mr. Sact-i 
ville, kinsman to the Queen. The whole affair in than 
age of somewhat lax morality for printing was perJ, 
hapa not so irregular as Day makes it out. — At thi* 
time, 1565, Norton was at Oxford, Sackville was travel- 
ling abroad. Tlie latter was created Baron Buokhurst 
in 1567, and was un the road to political eminence; 
Norton entered into religious and political controversy, 
the printer of many of his pamphlets being John Day. 
Nothing waa done about the unauthorized play till 
1570. No licence for Ourhoduc^ appears on the Station- 
er's Register from 1569 to 1571; but Sackville waa 
a rising star and an old ally, and Norton set his prin- 
ter Day to work to bring their play again to light in 
1570. It is evident that he wished to make it agreable 
to Sackville, as the name of the latter is placed firat 
when the namea of the writers are mentioned;* but 
Day neitlier denies the authorship of Norton, nor con- 
tradicts the part assigned to him on Griffith's title-page. 
Twenty years later (1590), when Norton was dead, but 
Sackville waa near the zenith of hia prosperity, a third 
edition was iasued by another printer, Allde, in which 
asauredly if it had been false Norton'a name aa author 



' See Daycj "to the Header", 1570, p. 5. 
' 156n-B6, "ReCBTed of Wylliam greffeth (or his lyoetiw 
t prjiitmfi-o of n TrBg|e]die of Gorboduc where nj aotes -wera 
wrettfiii by Thomna Horlon and th« lasie by Thoroaa Sack»yle 
etc., mjd." Aiher'K Heprint of Stotioner'a ReViaterB,.!, 296. 

' We are told that Korton was Bp^ovntei \\cft^eor of booka 
ij the Biahop of London; W, D, Coopw p. TL.\i"(,'*ofl4, \, ^Mfc, 



ould have been suppressed. And if SaokTille had 
ired 80 mucli about the alleged corruptions attaching 
Griffith's edition as Day pretendB, Allde would hardly 
lave dared to follow Griffith's issue, even the very title,' 
he actually did instead of Day's. We may therefore 
lafely admit Norton's claim. And if in point of stylt 

tranelationa of the psflims do not advance that claii 
m the other hand his verses commendatory of Turn< 
are well worthy of it. (See Note, p. xxix.) 

Gorboduc marks a departure in English drama by 
the introduction of three novelties, 1. it is the first hi- 
storical play, founded on a story drawn from ancient 
British history (as then believid}:- 2. the treatment of 
"e subject as well as the form of the play, are partly 
moulded on the classic model: 3. blank verse, previously 
only tried in the verse of Surrey and Grimoald, is em- 
ployed for the first time in drama. ^ 

I. The story is taken from Book U. chap. XVI, 
of GcoffLy .itf Monmoutira "British History", iu the pre- 
ceding four chapter a~of~w h ic h Shakespeare afterwards 
found the plot for his tragedy of Lear. Gorboduc, king 
of Britain, was sixth in succession from Cunedagius, 
son of Regan and her husband the duke of Cornwall, 
The outline of the tale is seen in the "Argument' 
p. 4, read together with the descriptions of the person- 
anges on p. 6, In the civil war which is the c1imax< 
of the horrors told . Fergus , the descendant of Lear's 

the title of edition 1690, p. xvu. 

LOp Bute's King John, though [tartlj hiatori<'nl, ccntaios 
inan]^ nlli'poriost p Triton age a. Misa Ailtin points out that Ooi-boduc 
'naa the Rrnt piece compoeod in Eoglialt on the anaieot tnigic 
model, with a regular division into five acts, oiosed b; lyrie oho- 
ruaeg. It offered the first ei»mp]e of a ator; Trom BrJtiah bie- 
torf, or what paused for hislorj, completely dramAtized and 
represented with an attempt at theatrical illuaiori". Memoirs 
of the Court of Queen Eliaabeth, 1818, Vol. I, p. 338. 

Gasoaigne's Joeaata was <,\ie secoTii ^Xwj \o. \i\«n>«. 

ncfed at Oraj's Inn \n \666. ■^M«*'Si*. 
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alktr tamper Oaaam aaa ^ 4Ae of AftMf \ 

imiy, tries wkk mame akow tt rig^ to ■ ' 
crvTC (8w pf~ 93, US). iMt AnwtBk mw of tke' i 
(nali loHiM stmiwr ^rf ■(£« tfe lords to t 
« sew kiag n Pi-Siwf*. (pfk 91. 92). ~ ' 
d«a4 kng't ■ utrUiiy, faiihei '■itfa * loag < 
I >PM^* poiatiag oai tke fiAm of the rejal 

I dfcadfal eSed* of civil var sod tlw I 

I PwlluDeaL CaBD^riiM witt tlie iirevioaa : 

I kept op in tkfl refereaee to fofaur AndoiH of the k 
ban (1 230—235. 338—330. 962); tbe i 
me kingdoai to onitj bj Dmiwallo MohmtiBs (p. ' 
mtf' li of Geo&T); a> well u in the expeetatiM 
■ tile Tengeasce ol the Gods on tfa« British ^ 
le Trojaa war (U. 750, 7S4— 793l 
f The eboice of the sUxj maj bare beat i 
■r ft reaemblasee b«tw«ea the nsBatiiral i 
nl MtriCe and those of tbe tragic tales of Oedipaa dp 
BjreBt«s. as wc-I) &« bv its belooging to heroic timea; 
■prbodac being snppoged to have floanahed ia the 
Vc<mtunr B. C. Part of the same tale ia used hy 
Varner. in fats JJbion, Book IIL chap. 15 (A. D. I589> ' 
W 2. Aa in the plays of Seneca, much of tbe actioD 
Kthe piece is told in the long apeeehea of some of the 
COaracten; tbe murdera, the rebellions, the battlea do 
/ not appear on tbe etag^;^ the most realistic scene bdng 
that in which Marcella describes the murder of PorreK 
If iiis mother. Tbe language ia bigh-soundiiig and digoi- 
OB beseemed awful deeds. The chorus^ of the 

I Tbe uis of the uamo "Gr^at Britaine" (I. 1508} is ooamt- 

with Ihis. In a po^m of 14. century we find mention of 

[*', ,Qui rois fu de la grant Brctain^ne". 

•i Rtgret Ouilinvmf Comie rfe Baynau. I. 3297. (Loavain, 1882). 

,llordurs are announceJ by meaBeDgprs, a Oreek dsriee ' 

cuiMtsntly TQ-appearB in out early tragic drama'. "Ward, 

* Pro^ Ward fiointi out that the execntion of Gorbodue 
_ I lia*od mtivt nearly on Seneca'B ThebaU. Hut. Bog. Dram. 
Ul., Vol, I. p. 108. -*■ 
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id eage men of Brittaine" who, at the end of each 
e first four Acta appear and moralise upon the sub- 
ject of the preceding Act. The chorus has nothing to 
do after the fifth Act. These utterances are in rymed 
stanzas.' and together with the dumb show, formed a 
kind of interlude between the blank verse Acts. Before ^ 
every Act came in a ,duinb show", i. e. acting wirbout * 
words, but accompaniecT with iuusic, of which both 
the "order" or arrangement and the meaning aro given. | 
This, which however was^ not _^^lassic.origiflj, must | 
tiEve been an essential' parFof the performance, it fore- 1^ 
shadowed the spiritual meaning of what was coming |H 
next. In the show before the fourth act six kings and ^M 
queens of antiquity who were guilty of unnatural mur- V 
der were personified, together with the three furies. 
Bucb a scene as there described (see p. 56} may recall 
the sooue of the silent incantations of the three witches 
at the beginning of Ma cbeth, in which indeed it is highly \ 
probable that Shakespeare utilised the old custom of ^M 
prophetic dumb show, peculiarly valuable in tragedy ^| 
upon the stage. '^ '^H 

I The musical instruments used, It will be noted, 

I were violins, cornets, flutes, hautboys and drums. The 
I armed men in tho dumb show before the fifth act also 
I .diecharged their pieces on the stage. 

Gorhoduc thus owes much to the classic drama, 
and oonaeiiuently nearly every modern writer upon the 
sobject insists thai the modern English tragedy was a 
new invention, the child of Greek tragedy, but in no 
way the development of the older English Drama. 
Professor Ward points out that the "frequent change 



' i liuj urt) Bume what irregular, narmally conaiating of hix- 
linai, aoiHB hnve but four. 

* Tha tragedy of Tanared and Gismnuit ■vju'i 'U4n,c'0t«« > 
«w writers (probubly of tHa iTmet Tem^Xft, wad. -ij'sAafoiM^ 
idBS, Ima alia dumb showa, aa ^p\\ aa vVe Ct.'arQ.i. ^i^vs**^^--; 
rDram. Poetry H, a99; WarA 1, \Y\. .Jl, , ^ (-^ . ^- -v-^ ■* »* 



of scene" caused by the variety of incidents in 
due IB "a licence borrowed not of course from Hnciei 
but possibly from contemporary Spanish models".' 
know that about this period Spanish literature hai 
considerable iofluence in England, but the authors of 
GorboduG bad precedents for the usage of varyioi 
scenes even upon a less convenient stage, nearer homa 
In several of the old religious plays a change of sccoa, 
though not marked by the writer, is required by ths 
differing subject; no division is written, but the altered 
scenes must have been indicated in some way to the 
spectators. Thus in the Towneley collection,^ the play, 
"Secunda Fastorum'', which contains the comic episodfl 
of Mak and his wife, clearly require distinct scenes tt 
be understood. So too in the York Plays, those whic% 
treat of Abraham and Isaac, and of the Adoration b^ 
the Kings, each shew change of scene. The latest edi- 
tor of the Digby Mysteries^ haa, accordingly, divided 
the plays into scenes, as the subject requires, see for 
example "the EUling of the Children of Israel" and 
"Mary Magdalene". 

In discussing what portions of this play descend 
from the older EngHsh plays it should be noted that 
the old arrangement of the stage or pageant, in which 
the lower story represented bell, is made use of in the 
dumb show before the fourth Act, in which the furiea 
and the bad kings and queens "came from under the 
stage, as though out of hell'' (p. 56 1.* 

3. The translators of classic j)oetry in Italy and 
Spain had but twenty or thirty years before begun to 



' Hist Eng. Dram. Lit. I, p. 108. 
' PuhliBhed by the Surteen Society, 1836. 
' Hew Shakapore Society, ed. by F. J. Funiivall. 1882. 
* RemindiDg ub of Sir P. Sidney's oomplEtint an to the imct- 
ginarj BOenes JO (he playa of bis time, — l^veta 'comaB out ft 
nidioaa moiisterwitb fire and snioke, RnitXien Ae in.\imtWwp 'wt- 
boldera are houude to take it tor a ca^o". Apolo-iie Jot PotWrte. 
im5. Arber'it Bepritir. p. 64. 



discard rjme and to employ blank versej the scooi 
plished Earl of Surrey (died 1547) introduced the mf 
, sure into English vorse in his translatioQ of Yirgil'g 
Jlneid. N. Grimoald. lecturer on rhetoric at Cliriatchurch, 
Oxford, about the same time (1547—1557) composed 
two heroic poems in English blank verse, (as Warton 
thinks for tho benefit of his pupila). What the wise . 
Roger Aachani thought of the new attempts is seen in '. 
luB *'Scholomiister"' (pubhshed 1564), where he says 
that .ryming; hath bene long misiiked of many". "The 
noble lord Thomas Earlo of Surrey, first of all English- 
men in translating the fourth [and second] booke of 
Virgin ; and Gonsalvo I'eriz, that excellent learned man 
and Secretai'ie to king Fhilip of Spaine, in translating 
the Uiiases of Homer out of Greke into Spanish, have 
both by good judgement avoyded the fault of ryming. 
. . . The spying of this fault now is not the curioaitie 
of English eyes, but even the good judgement also of 
the beat that write in these dayea in Italie." Whether 
Sackville had as a young lad heard Grimoald lecture 
wa know not," Norton could not have done so ; but to 
such students boldly striking out in new patha the 
dignified measure, free but adapted to serious subjects, 
commended itself to be tried for the first time in seri- 
008 English drama. It was a courageous attempt, and 
must have had considerable influence on the subsequent 
ase of iambic blank verso, shortly afterwards brought i 
to such splendid perfection in English hands.^ 

Occasional ryming couplets occur, as in lines 702— 
and 947—8, perhaps slips of the pen, relics of tho olAj 
iaint of ryming; for they do not appear to mark i 
phaais. Alliteration, which was often used in the higiu 

t Arber'» edition, Ensliah Eeprinti, p. 147, 148. 

• Orimonld was appoinled lecturer in 1547, his pieoes in 
Monk viirBe ware publishod in Tottel's miacellsinj in 1557. 

■ Od the first use of tilniik verse in plays for ths publio 
theatres see Collier's Hial Kur. Dram. PoBtry, 1879, Vol. II, - 
p. 487. See note on Gabriel Harvey, nfler, p, XX!X. 
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sounding speeches of dignified porgonsges in the 
plays, is here employed with good fffect in eevi 
emphatic lines, e. g. 350, 365, 395-6, 480, 776, ' 
1625—6. But for the most part the verse mores 
ainoothly, with a stately, even monotonous pace. ' 
is but little variety, the lines are nearly all masculii 
with strong endings , and the measure for the greaf 
part preaervca the same grave acceutuation. A f( 
feminine (double) endings occur in II, 948, 1383, 1^' 
1707, 1744; and some few changes in accentuation, 
the use of a trochaic foot at the beginning of the 1! 
as in 11. 995, 1026, 1038, 1041, 1043, 1149, 1220, 124i, 
1254, 1270, 1272, 1277, 1303 and others. But thou^ 
the verse had not yet attained its finer polish , thB 
mastery which tha young writers had over it is showfc 
by the large number of interrupted lines — or thoa^ 
in which the sense runs on from one to the other wittfi 
out a pause at the end , breaking off in the midst o^ 
at the end of the next. 
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The proportion of these to the end-stopt lines, of- 

lose in which the sense pauses with the end of tlijfi 

le, 19 greater than the student who observes thfc 

starting point of Shakespeare and the progress he made 

in this particular, would have been led to expect at 

the initiation of dramatic blank verse.^ 

The play, thus partly the result of old traditions, 

partly the result of eager new culture and learning 

I bursting old bonds, could not abide by all the old classic 

^^^■ples as a true child of the Greek drama should have 

^^^^Hr ' The proportion of unstopt Maes to oni-ato?^ V» vn Lm€* 
^^^BWiW?-'* J^a/, I 111 18.14, ill The WinU^-"" Tale, ^ ™ 1.^3 
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r Philip Sidney, while [irftiaing Gorhoduc, "aal 
"stately apeechea, and well soundiDg phraaea. 



lolyming to the 
of notable moralitie, which ■ 



height of Seneca his stile, aod ae full 
ilitie, which it doth most delightfully 
tgaeli, and so obtayce the very end of Poesie : 'goes 
on to lament that" it is very defections in the circum- 
stances; which greevetb me, because it might not 
remaine as an_oxact model of all Tragedies. For it ia 
faulty both in place, and time, the two necessary com- J 
paniona of all corporal! actions. For where the stage I 
should alwaies represent but one place, and the utter- ^ 
moat time presupposed in it should be, both by Aria- 
totle'a precept and common reason, but one day; there 
ie both many dayea and many places inartificialjy Ima- 
^ned. ■ . . Doe they not knowe that a Tragedie ia tied 
to the lawes of Poesie and not of Hiatorie? . . . Againe, 
many things may be told which cannot be shewed , if 
they know the difference between reporting and repre- 
eenting,"' This last requirement, as has been shown, ia 
fulfilled. Tlie time covered is vague, but it must intend 
several months, porbaps years, from tbe first council 
held by the king to take advice as to the division of 
bis kingdom till tbe final slaughter of the king and 
queen and the rebellion of the people against the no- 
blea The places too are but vaguely indicated, but there 
appear to be at least five or six intended to be represented, 
as follow. "" 

Act I sc. 1 The Palace, Videna's room. 
I „ 2 The king's Council chamber. 
II „ 1 Court of prince Ferrex (see 1. 850). j 
„ B 2 Court of prince Porrex. 

The king's Council chamber. 

1 The Palace (II. 979—981). 

2 The KiTig's Court (1. 1055). 
1 Council of lords after murder -iCKSsii 

and Queen. 
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Act V Bc. 2 Sttine place. 

The Greek unities therefore were not pretendtd 
to be kept. 

Sidney's praise of the style haa been followed liy 
several writers who admire the "pure and perspicuou 
language"' of Gorboduc (Aikin [Biography], Warti 
Pope). It gains conciaeneaa from two peouliaiitiflB ; 
frequent use of words ending with the suffixes leu 
and full, each of which stands for a phrase, as ftt 
example in lines 524, 784, 950, and 762, 1629—1631; 
"doubtless heir" = an heir to whose claim there is 
no doubt, "guideless realm'' = realm without « guide, 
■'endless storms" = storms without end. The aecond 
is the use of participles which retain much verbed 
feeling, as in 11. 590, 684, 712, 774, often aided by tb« 
inversion of the sentences in a manner frequent among 
Elizabethan writers,' Examples of this transposition of 
adjectival phrasea are in 11. 200, 433, 970. So in Jasper 
Hey wood, 



"Not ritohes tnnkoa a kin^: or hiuh reiiowne, 
Not garnisht weed wilh purple Tyriati dj/e". 

(TranalatiaD of Seneoa'a Thijcstee, Landnn, 1531, 



M. 



There is not much by which to distinguish Sack*. 
ville's part from Norton's, perhaps Videna's passionato' 
speech at the opening of Act IT, with its subtle allito- 
ration and repetition of phrases, is the moat distinctive 
portion of the whole; several words, such as „hugie", 
^Bithena" (instead of since) seem to be favoured by 
Sackville, hut this may be acoidental. 

The play has long been put aide, or regarded only 
as a curiosity; yet there are several passages in it-i 
worthy of a better fate. Thi' king, weak as Lear,| 
whose history he repeats, spends himself in plaintsi 
(11.784. 1244), and shows himself vengeful and pasaio- 
nate, when the consequences ot \i\s o'wiv faU-^ 



Bee .Abbot's Shiikeiipeantii 



IT . % \W IV. 



873, etc. J ; though he ht-ars the defence 
for murdering his brother (Act IV, ac, 
9 his fate and is quite unable to see hia own 
I bringing it on, petulantly replying to the ad- 
is of his counsellor Arostus, The speech of 
II just mentioned, and the wailing accounts by Mar- / 
T the death of the unlortunate Poriex (Act IV, I 
I contain much natural force and pathos; while 
i describing a fair abounding realm (49S^o05) I 
acta of a raging mob (1413—1425) display I 
Ration. The dominant idea of the whole seema 
i that tbe laws of kind ^ i. e. human nature, must 
ffiyed, and that due control or restraint is necessary 
p, whether youths, subjecta, or rulera; in the midat ' 
i darkest days comes the repeated conviction that 



H "Right will alnujB 
■Bat wrong will ne' 



take dcepe rout to last". ■ 

(11. ICSl, n95].J 



Various Editions. The play has been repria-.l 
ted several times, more or leas correctly since the firsCi 
two editions. 

1565. Printed by William Griffith. (Unauthorized).! 
Contains eight lines (1389—1396) which were supprcsa-r 
ed in the next edition. Hereinafter referred to aa Ajl 
the full title is printed on p. 1. 

1570. Printed by John Daye. (Authorized). Seel 
the title on p. 3. This bears no date, hut the state' | 
ment "about nine years past, tz. 1561" on the title i 
in the address "to the reader", p. 5, fixes it. Herein-) 
^er referred to as B. Day's addreas "to the reader", 
IB omitted in moat aubsoqueat editions. 

1590. Printed by Edward Allde. This for theJ 
moat part follows the edition of 1565, the prindpall 
differencea lying in altered apelling. The UtVe, ■ 
"Tbe Tragedie of Gorboduc, wheTftol tVxfta K(A.t% 
Trr/ttefl faj r/iomas Norton, an4 t\\B t«o\s«X 'o^'^'^^*^" 
Saekujie. Set forth as the sfttae "waa ft\vfc-««*^ Xv^V^^'^ 



the Queenes most excellent n}ajcsty, in her his) 
Court of "Whitehall, by the Gentlemen of the . 
Temple". 

1736, No reprint seems known for nearly 
years. Mr. "Warton'a father possessed a copy of I 
1570 edition, which he gave to the poet Pope, fronl 
which R. Dodsley reprinted it,, edited, with a prefatwyl 
letter, by Joseph Spence in 1736.' i I 

^K 1744. R. Dodaley reprinted it in the first editiSt 

^^b^of his "Old Plays'\ Vol. II. It is also in the 2°" aL 
^H,'1780, and li'" ed., 1825-27, but not in 4'" ed,, 18^ 
^^r 1773. Thomas Hawkins in his "Origin of ttt 

I English Drama", from the print of 1570. j 

I 1810. Messrs. Ballantvne of Edinburgh, in "AnciuH 

L British Drama", Vol I, from print of 1570. 

^^ 1820. C. Chappie, in "Poetical Works of Tkonm 

^^^•Sackville, Earl of Dorset", from 1570 edition, with ite 
^^^■L'^'in accuracies and defects" supplied from the edition of 
^^^r^l590. Aa the "evident words of the author have heat 
restored", it is not very trustworthy. 

1847. The Shakespeare Society, edited by W. Diut* 
rant Cooper from the 1565 edition, with a facsimile of 
the title-page. 

1859. Mr. Sackvilie-'Wcst, in J. R. Smith's 'Librjw 
of Old Authors", Works of Tlumtas Sackville. from 15TO 
edition: very incorrectly. 

All these editions were printed in London except 
.-that of 1810. 

The edition of 15ftO was printed as an annex to 
a tract called "The Serpent of Division. Whereia it 
oonteined the true history or Mappe ofEome's ouer- 
throwe". T'^is prose account of the wars of JuIiub 
Cesar and of his death had been previously printed T 
l.')59i in the colophon which remains in a fragmeni 
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earlier editioD, (undated, printed "by me Peter 

■ya") it is entitled "The Damage and Destruccyon 

[alm3s". The tract is anonymous, but is attributed 

Lydgate;' in the "cataloguii uf translations 

loetical aevisea" by that poet printed aa the end 

Bpegbt's edition of Chaucer, which extends to 111" 

B'eces, the fifth piece from the end is "The Serpent t 
i™ion". Finally, proving the true connexion of tb< 
title, the tract, and the writer, I have fortunately found ' 
a copy in a hand of 15. century among the Telverton 
manuscripts, belonging to Lord Calthorpe,^ which shows 
that the "Serpent of Division" was wrilten in December 
1400 "by me Danne John Lidgate", It underwent alte- J 
rationa in the different editions, especially in the 
elusion. Aa the piece whether in nianu»cript or print! 
18 rare, it may be interesting to give the author's closing 
words from the raanuscript, 

"TbuB be recorde of my wise prudent maistifj 
[Chaucer, whom he has just quoted.] taforseide tha^ 
toward and the contrarious lady dame fortvi 
blinde and perilous goddesae, with here gory and 
Tnware violence, apareth nother Emperoure ne king to 
plunge him dowue subdenly from the higheste priklte-a 
of here vnetable wheele: Alas! lete euery man lifte vpi 
his herte and prudently aduerte the mutahilitie ann 
subden chavnce of the fala worlde. And lete the wiaq 
gouvernaunce of every Region and londe make a myi 
roure in theire mynde of this manly Julius, and oonsi-J 
dre in theire hertia themportable^ harniea of diviaionir 
Thcforseide division ao to schewe I have remembred^ 



' Mr. J. H[n3lewood] in Brj-iigBs' Ceiisufa Lit: 
VoL 9, p. 389, Mesars. Caopor in Athen. Cantab, at 
HttrtoD, whioh ii evidentlj an error. 

» Tsli-erton M&a. Vol. '^, (os. \4ft N". — \m 
« aeknowhilge tha kindncBB ai Lwi CaXfoOTijft 
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' Treuerja has "irrecui^PTuWo Wtme*". 




this forsaide litill traDalacion, the inonGth of decombie 
: 6rete yere of auve souvereigDe lorde that now ^ 
g Henry the Tj'°. 



Here endeth the cronyeule of Julius Cesar Empe^ 
? of Borne tyme, apecifybg cauae of the ruyne and 
istruccion of the eame, and translated by me, Daao0 
John lidgate, Monke of Bury seint Edmund, the y« 
of our lord god M' lllj°. 
I The matter ia not without interest here, for tb». 

jjMirrour for Magistrates", in which Baekville had ft 
I considerable hand, was designed as a continuation w 

idea of Lydgate's "Fall of Princes", and this tract, ia 
which '"the wyse gouernoura of every land" were ex- 
horted to "make a myrrour in theyr mynde of tliM' 
manly man Julius" and the "harmea of dyuysyon", wat 
) probably in the handa of the writera of Gorboduc, thb 

i political allusions of which are evident. This play, 

I "enforcing Hie advantages of peace and settled govern- 

ment, the evils of popular risings and a disputed suo- 
\ jcesaion",- expressed pretty forcibly what the best poli- 

Iticians at the heginning of Elizabeth's reign were aiming 
bt, tho establishing the queen's undivided supremacy 
i Bud the suppression of rebellion, and ahove all to pro- 

j fvide for a sure succession. To avoid dispifted claims 

I /the people already desired the queen should marry; 
L ^Sackville (ActV) describing the horrors caused Uy the 

^^^B I The Yel 
^^BHtter Treuerja 
^K {tfas eariiest) e 

given in Centura Literaria. TIi< 

reraes aod otlierwise moderniEed the whoie. 

3 Tho. ArnoM'a Manual of Bng\\a^i L\Wii\*.u.Te, \%"\1^ \^.^ffi^. 
Ob the poUtical impact of passageB in Gorboduc, se-a ■SoXea av,( 
Vaeriee, 3. Series, Vol. X, p. 261. 



or a misguided peopli*, and ite stem repres- 
I fries to enforce tliat desire by showing among the 



'yo iaaae now remafnlj. the heir unknown, 
Tlie people are iii urms siid mutinies. 
Thn nobles ihcj are b 
These great rebel Uoub 



I 



m b open to the crafty foreigner to 
the crown. Seo also 11. 1763—1769. The monologue 
of Fergus (H. 1479- 1517) and the speech of Arostus 
(eapecially II. 1632—1637. and the last ten lines) point 
to a felt danger from abroad , and Fergus ' may not 
unlikely have alluded to Philip of Spain, on one hand, 
or Mary Stuart (who landed in Scotland, August, 1561) 
on the other. Arostus brings forth a strong plea for 
the right of Parliament to elect the sovereign (1. 1669 
etc); but the dead king's Secretary Etibulus fore-sees 
plots and counter - plots , and points the moral by ^| 
daolaring ^^HI 

'Fnrlianieiit ehoalil hare been holden, ^^^^H 

^^^V And certeino heirs appointed to tho crowne ^^^^^ 

^^^K Whill ^^1 

^^^H 1781 t7S7). ^^M 

^Hl^tn confirmation of the serious tendency of these'^^J 
atlusions v^e may recall the epistle prefixed by A. Ne- 
vyle to his translation of Seneca's Oedipus in 1560, 
(published 1563), which he puts forth as a warning 
against mischiefs of the time and the horrors of civ 
war. 

Sackville bimself shows civil discord again in hi 
Induction (Mirrour for Magistrates, 156-8, Stanza 58), - 



i nharacler iiiUoiatei M 'r.sv'iW^i^t , 



I tba 



Out brethiiig nought but disoord eiery whet 



It may therefore have been no fortuitoue reagoD 
tbat induced Alldt! in 1590, when men's minds were 
still unuasy about the succession, to revive and bring, 
together under one title - page two works between 
which there were linlca of authorship and of subject. 

J'resent re-print. In this reprint the edition 
of 1570 has been reproduced, scrupulously preserving 
the old spelling and punctuation.' It has been collated 
with the editions of 1565 (A) and of 1590 (C), ths 
full collations ^ being placed at the bottom of each paga. 
These collations however for Iho larger part concern 
no more than alterations of spelling; but all instanen 
of difference of text may be found by the ] which sepa- 
rates the word of text B from the collations. Thus is 
line 1114 the word To of text B is replaced by Sliould 
in A and C. Five passages,^ which all occur in the 
first three acta, those attributed to Norton, are marked 
by inverted commas, in the edition of 1570 only, but 
not in the others; possibly these lines were written by 
Sackville and thus distinguished by Norton from hi» 
own. This seems a reasonable explauation; these marka 
aeem to have been indiflfexently used at that period to 
denote emphasis, or the quotation of some special ma^im 
or proverbial phrase, A friend suggests that the linoa 



' The punctnatioD ia, however, often fitullj. In a few | 

oases where it obscures the sense I have ultered it, Itut haro . 

placed tlie original Htop, with its word, in u I'ooL-note. AH these J 

will be seen at a glance Id the notas ending B. Th<i ( ) in I 

lines U80, U^SL are not in tbe original. I 

' JVo aaeouut baa been taken at puuctuation or i>{ capital I 

init/'a/a ia tboae collationa. ' 

* Liiiea 608— G13, 744—741, 7«4, Stl-'K.ft. t..\ftQ \we* '.«».— 

o9J, wburp unfortunately onr printeit Vfts omiltoi IVem- 



^^ bo translations from Greek or Latia autliora; 
wHIi 1. 794 cf. Andromache, 11. 100---102. 

There are very few stage-directions in the original, 
in those inserted I have followed Mr. Sackville-Weat'a 
edition, except in two instances, those after 11. 1066 and 
1266. I must beg the reader also to add [Exeunt] 
after line 1478, it is evident that the lords all go out 
here to take their measures against the rebels, leaving 
Fergus to develope his secret desigus; and coming in 
after his exit to toll Eubulua of their auccese. 

With regard to the difference between the three 
first editions; Day (1570) omitted eight lines found in 
the others tp. 79), it is Jiard to guess why, except by 
inadvertence, for exactly the same sentiments occur in 
lines 13(54^1379, which were untouched, and they are 
sentiments which must have been agreable to person- 
ages in power. The 1565 edition is quite as well 
printed as that of 1570, and bears uo marks of haste, 
the corruptions of which Day complains (see p. 5, 1, 6i 
being remarkably few. I recollect but tour, 1. 358, 
unpaised for upraised; 1. 479, Tantalus for Tantalea; 
f. 1291, preparacioH for proportion; and 1. 1548, terroitr 
for errour. As 1565 and 1590 eds. are nearly the 
same, the ] of the collations really show the diiTorcnces 
between 1565 and 1570 editions. The third edition. 
1590, is interesting aa showing occasional changes of 
forms (e. g. L 1008, eigre to eager); and systematio 
doubled vowels in the spelling, the A is thee iu 0, to 
A is too C; fede, gredie, of B are feede, greedy, in C; 
doth, do of A are dooth, doo in C, and bo on, while 
the final e is often dropped, and the old d (represen- 
tative of d) in A becomes th (e. g. furder I. 383). 
Several fresh corruptions occur, as in 11, 666, 1025, 
1566. 

My thanks are due to the Earl of Elleamere for 
kindly lending his valuable co-py o^ 'iVe tSixtw^i. ^WSfSra 
for coIJation, and to Mr. "W . G. fttoTift^"^^- 'S^^^^^*' 



KiDgsley, and my cousin Mr. C. H. Herford for oth^ , 
^^K'kind assiataiice. 



Principal dates in the lives of Norton 
and Sackville. 



Thomas Norton, of SLiarpenhoe, Bedfordshire, 
afterwards Mr. Solicitor Norton. 
1532 Born. 
Oct. 1 550 Translated Peter Martyr's letter ti 

Protector Somerset". 
1551 Verses to Turner's "PreservatiTe or triacle". 
1555 Entered as student of Inner Temple. 
1557 — 8 Returned to Parliament. 
1561 Translated and published Calvin's "Institutions \ 

the Christian Religion". 

1561 Gorboduc acted , of which three acts written 1 
him. 

1562 The Psalter in English metre published, to whu 
twenty-eight contributed by Norton. AppoinM 
Counsel to tbe Stationer's Company. Again ; 
Parliament. 

1565 Entered at Pembroke Hall. Oxford. 
1567 — 1578 Published several polemical pamphlets i 
letters 

I 1570 Translation of Dean Nowell's Catechism. Appoiii 

^^^H ed RemembraQcer to City of London. LicenseF~1 
^^^H of books. Zeal and cruel action against the 
^^^^P Papists. 

^^^§82 Papers on the licence and privileges of jirinting 
(W. D, Cooper, pp. liv~lvi). Eminent in legal 
Httninmen Is, 
1583—4 /wprisonmeTit {M\m\. Ca«t. 1, 4%"^^- 
t584 Death. 
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Thomas SackTille, afterwards Lord Backhurst 
and Earl of Dorset.^ 
1536 Bom, at Buckhurst, Sussex. 

Went to Oxford, then to Cambridge. 
1554 — 55 Marriage. 
1557 -—8 Returned to Parliament. 
1560 ''Sonnets sweetly saust'* about this date (Jasper 

Heywood's Thyestes). 
561 Gorboduc acted. 
1563 Induction and Duke of Buckingham in the ''Mir- 

rour for Magistrates'', Part 11. 
1563—1566 Tour in France and Italy. 
1567 Created Baron Buckhurst. Henceforth devoted 

to state affairs. Twice ambassador abroad. Three 

times sat on great State Trials. 
1591 Chancellor of the University of Oxford. 
1599 Lord High Treasurer. 
1603 Created Earl of Dorset. 
1608 Died, at the Council table at Whitehall. 

He published no more after 1563, but such writers 
as Bacon and Spenser, Lambard and T. Campion, in- 
voked his name as a patron of poetry and learning. 
Sir Pr. Bacon sent him a copy of his "Advancement 
of Learning", as "one that was excellently bred in all 
learning, which I have ever noted to shine in all your 
speeches and behaviours" (Cooper's Athen. Cant., 11,487). 



^ His grand-mother was aunt to Anne Bulleyn, mother of 
Queen Elizabeth. 
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XXIX 

**And euen as lerned leches do oftentymes. 

riall techeth dayly tofore our eyes) 
^ut in poyson, to make for medecines 
lo make their bale thy boote their losse lyke wyse 
v\ij game, to warne the how thou ought to wyrche 
1^0 glory of God, and help of the Churche". 



L. Toulmin Smith. 

Highgate, London, N. 



NOTE. 

Since the fore-going pages were written Mr. E. J. L. Scott 
I kindly pointed out to me the following note, written about 1678, 
the Letter-Book of Gabriel Harvey (Sloane MS. 93, fo. 62) 
.which Gorboduc is referred to. **In the nexte aeate to thes 
xameters and lambicks I sett those that stande uppon ther 
ier, not in meter sutch as my'Lorde of Surrey is sayde first 
"haue putt forthe in prynte, and ray lorde Buckhurste and M. 
>ton in the Tragedye of Gorboduc , M. Gascoigne's Stele 
Asse, etc." The passage is disconnected with what comes be- 
e and after it. Harvey does not appear to set blank verse 
the first rank, but he evidently took for granted that Norton 
"B joint author of the play with Sackville. 



ERRATA AND ADDENDA. 

p. 3, Title of 1570; read Ferrex for Feerex, 

p. 35; note to 1. 574, read on for au, 

p. 36; insert "' before lines 588, 589, 590, 591. 

p. 48; note, for 820 read 821. 

p. 60; 11. 1044 — 1047, add note; Reed compares the 

idea in these lines with the ^neid, IV, 365—367 

(Dodsley's ""Old Plays'", ed. 1780), 
p. 66; 11. 1175, 1176, add note; Chaucer affords a 

parallel to these lines, „The smyler with the hnyf 

under his clok^. Knightes Tale, 1. 1141. 
p. 74; 1. 1327, read loue for Joue. 
p. 79; note to 1. 1399, read through for though, 
p. 82; at end of 1. 1478 insert [Exeunt], 
p. 96; 1. 1784 read obedience for obedi»nhos. 



[Title-page to the First edition, 1565.] 



THE 

BAGEDIE OF GORBODVC, 

Where of three Actes were wrytten by 

Thomas Nortone, and the two laste by 
Thomas Sackuyle. 

Sett forthe as the same was shewed before the 

QVENES most excellent Maiestie, in her highnes 

Court of Whitehall, the .XViij. day of January, 

Anno Domini .1561. By the Gentlemen 

of Thynner Temple in London. 



I Device of a Griffin] 



IMPETNTED AT LONDON 

in Flete strete, at the Signe of the 

Faucon by William Griffith: And are 

to be 8old at his Shop in Saincte 

Dunstones Churchyarde in 

the West of London, 

Anno. 1565. Septemb. 22. 



[Title-page to the second edition, 1570] 



The Tragidie of I'eerex 



• -• 



and Porrex, 



t" • 



fet forth without addition or altjei- . 
ration but altogether as the fame was fhewecC''^^ 
on stage before the Queenes Maiestie, ^'*^ 
about nine yeares past, vz, the 
xviij. day of lanuarie 1561. 
by the gentlemen of the 
Inner Temple. 



Seen and allowed &o. 



Imprinted at London by 

lohn Daye, dwelling ouer 
Alderfgate. 



%••.. 



• _ • • 



.-.;.. *HE ARGUMENT OF THE 

.•/•%*• TRAGEDY. 
• • • 

*'*••. GOBBODUC king of Brittaine, diuided 
.'•**• jfealme in his life time to his sonnes, Ferrex 
.••.'"'* Porrex. The sonnes fell to discention. The yoi 

* • * • 

killed the elder. The mother that more dea 
• •• 

6 loued the elder, for reuenge killed the yon 
The people moued with the crueltie of the : 
rose in rebellion and slew both father and mol 
The nobilitie assembled and most terribly destr( 
the rebels. And afterwardes for want of i 

10 of the prince, whereby the succession of the cro 
became vncertaine, they fell to ciuill warre 
which both they and many of their issues > 
slaine, and the land for a long time almost d 
late and miserably wasted. 



At chu foot of this page in A are two orBamental 1( 
W G, and between them a device of a griffin rampant bei 
a flower in his left hind paw. 

1. 10 prince, ] prince B, 

Title Tbargument A Tragedie AC. 

1. 1 Brytaino C denided AC. ^ 2 lyfe A, 3 to dyu 
and discention A deuision and dissention C. 4 kylle( 
5 thelder A kylled A. 6 facte A slewe A. 8 destroif 
9 afterwards C wberby A. 10 vncertayne, They A. U whicl 
12( slayne Lande longe tyme almoste A. 13 lande C \ 
rablye A. 



P[R1STER] TO THE READER. 

s Trogedie was for furniture of part of 
the Inner Temple first writCon about n 

_ . . jht honourable Thomas hoik Lor3eT5uckher8t, and 

T, Norton, nnd ti|ler Bh(-w e4 bsfotB-hor Jaaiaatia, and nenar l 
tended by the authors therof to bo published; jet one W. G. 
Hting a oopie therof at some yQn j rmaiia hand that !flolie<l_a 
He money and niQch dlsoretiun, in the lust great plage, an. J 
i60. about T. yeares past, while the aaid Lord was out of Eng- I 
mi, and T. Norton farro out ot London , and neither of then ■'i 
flb made priaie, put it forth excedingly corrupted: eaen as if n 
ij meauea of a broker for hire, be should haue entiaeil into hia 
lu«e a fuire maido and done her villanie, and after all toy 
bMcratohed her face, toriie her apparell, berayed and disfigured I 
*"" and then thruBt her out of dores dishonested. In such plight' iD 
c long wandriog she oaiue at length home to the sight of 
frudeB who scant knew her but by a few (okena and markas 
WWyning. Thoy, the authors I meane, though they were vary 
"'' diapleased that she so ranae abroad without leauo, whereby 
aught her shamD, na many wantons do, yet saing the caaa lA 
Jt it is remodiloBse, haite for common honestie and shame- 
tieiss nev apparelled, trimmed, and attired her in such forme 
lit was before. In which better forme i^ince she bath oome to 
Bft I bane liarbored her for her frendea sake and her owne, 
m I do not dout her iiarentee the authom will not now be dis- 3(b 
Itant that she goo abroad among you good readers, so it be J 
honest cumpanie. For she is by my encouragement and I 
lers somewhat le^'so Hshampd of the diahc^nestie done to her I 
muse it was by frauds and force. If she be welcome among § 
^^^land gently enterteined, in fauor of the house from wheose 2a 
it is descended, and of her owns nature aourteoualy disposed 
b cffend DO man, her freniles will thanks you for it. If not, 
t that she shall be still reprocfaed with her former miseehap, 
_.- Qnarelled at by enuious persons, shi' poorc gent1ewoma[n] 
til auiely play Lucreccs part, and of her self (Tie for shame, ^i 
lad I shall wisho that she had laried still at home with me, 
irWe she was welcome: for she did neuer put mo Co more 
IlUge, but this one poors blacke gowne lined with whit 
haue now geuen her to goe abroad among you withall. 



k 



II. Sr-lS I 

>i them all \to-pjwol^ftie niNflfcu&'taCw 
■ 4, 1. 58; and K.. John, fi.rt^, ^^i- 



rttohod. Ci: "lei them all \to-pjwoliVftie ni\*kR&'taC\?y'ir. "^V ^ 
■'■'" '"' '''. Bc. 4, 1. 58; and K.. John, tort's, %&.=!, VSV— 



THE NAMES OP THE SPEAKERS. 

Gorbodtic, KinRT of Great Brittaine. 
Videnu, Queene and wife to king: Gorhoduc, 
Ferrex, elder sonne to king Gorboduc, 
Parrex, yonger sonne to king Crorboduc. 
6 Clotyn, Duke of Gornewall. 
Fergus^ Duke of Albanye. 
Mandud, Duke of Loegris. 
Gtvenard^ Duke of Cumberland. 
Euhtdus, Secretarie to the king. 
10 Arostus, a counsellor to the king. 

Dordan, a counsellor assigned by the king to his eldest 



sonne, Ferrex. / 



^■f 



4 



/. 



t. >,■ 



Philander*, a counsellor assigned by the king to his yongest 
Sonne Porrex, 

15 Both being of the olde kinges counsell before. 

Hetifnon^ a parasite remaining with Ferrex, 
Tyndar, a parasite remaining with Porrex, 
Nuntius, a messenger of the elder brothers death. 
Nuntius, a mesenger of Duke Fergus rising in armes. 

20 MarceUa, a lady of the Queenes priuie-chamber. 
ChoruSf foure auncient and sage men of Brittaine. 



1. 1 king is kynge throughout this page in A Brittayne A 
Brytaine C. 5 Cloyton B. 6 Albany C. 7 Loegris ] Leagre 
AC, 8 Cumperlande A, 9 king ] king Gorboduc AC, 10 to 
the king J of king Gorboduc AC. 10, 11, 13 counsellour A. 
13 yongest ] yonger AC, 16 beynge A old kings C. 16, 17 
Parasyte remaynyng A, 18 thelder deth A, 19 rysynge A, 20 
Ladye A priuy chamber C. 21 Brittayne A Brytaine C, 



li-m THE ORDER OF THE DOHME SHEW 

BEFORE THE FIRST ACT^ AND THE 

SIGNIFICATION THEROF. 

' First tlie Mustcke of Violenze began to play, 
during which came in vpon the stage slxe 
wilde men, clothed in leaues. Of whom 
the first bare in his necke a fagot of smaU 
stickes, which they all both seuerally and ^ 
together assayed with all their strengthes 
to breake, hut it could not be broken by 
ihem. At the length one of titem plucked 
ovt one of the stickes and brake it : And the 
rest plucking out all the other stickes one lo 
after an other, did easely breake them, the 
aamebeing seuered.: which being conioyned, 
they had before attempted in vaine. After 
theu had this done, they departed the stage, 
and the Musicke ceased. ' Her^y was sig- i5 
ni^ed, (hat a state knit in vnitie doth con- 
tinue strong against all force. But being 
divided, is easily destroyed. As befell upon 
Djtke Gorboduc diuidinrj his land to his 
two tonnes which he before held in Monar- w 
chie. And vpon the discention of the 
brethren to whom it was diuided. 



_9ile. ahewe A dutabe ehewe C firato Acle A tliereaf i 

L' 1 Firsfe A mnBiko C plaje A. 2 dnrjnge whiohe ,_^ 
.Son A six C S whome C. i on C smal A. 5 wliiolie 
tSei J seaerallie ^ eeuerallTO C R logithi^r aasaiod A Btrengthe 
C. 8 plucked ) pulled C. 'lO pluckinge oute A. 11 anocbsr C 
Muilie A eaBilie C omit them AC. 12 boyng A. 13 vajne A. 15 
Knsike C. Iti Tnjtie A doQlb C. 17 strange A force, bot C 
I)e;nge A. IR lieuvdcJ J deuideil C caBily C destroied A. 
1 19 deuidinR AC Lande AC. IQ heldo C. tV «;\w,«eKvWB. C. 
l ^f Broifirena -i whome 4 deluded AC, 



TEBREX AJID FORBES. 



ACTUS PEDTOS. SCENA PRIMA. 

VIDENA. FEBREX. 

ViDENA. 

The silent night, that bringcs the quiet pawse,! 
From paioefull trauailea of the wearie day, 
Prolongcs my carcfull thoughtes, and makes D 

blame 
The bIowc Aurore, that so for loue or shametj 
' Doth long delay to shewe her blushing face, 
And now the day renewes my griefuU plaint. 



My gracious lady, and my mother deare, 
Pardon my griefe for your bo grieued minde, 
To aske what cause tormenteth ho your hart. 



Bo great a wrong, and so vniust despite, 
^^Without all cause, against all course of kiudefl 



Such cauaeleaae wrong and so vniust despite, 
May haue redresae; or at the least, reuenge. 

VroBSA. 
Neither, my sonne; auch is the froward will, 
I li The person auch, such my misaehappe and thine.! 



• 11 kind, thttt: is, nature. 

. 1 piiQSe C. 2 DaiB A waarj Daye; C. 3 thoughts _ .^ 
4 Aurora, C. 5 Dooth C loage dolajo A shsw C bluaehing -A., 
6 nowQ Da'iB A plsinte AC. 7 Lady and Mother AC deard C. 
3 greefe C greeu^A C. 9 harte A, \<i -wtoTi^g A, W awi-- 
againat AC. 15 suche oa,uBe\eB A. \3 Ma^o A XcB-WtBien^^ 
J4 aacbe frowards A. 15 sucte A m"\a\iap AC *.\iina i 



8C. h] FERREX AND POBREX. 9 

« 

Ferrex. 
Mine know I none, but grief for your distresse. 

YiDENA. 

Yes: mine for thine my sonne. A father? no: 
In kinde a father, not in kindliness. 

Ferrex. 
My Father? why? I know nothing at all, 
Wherein I have misdone vnto his grace. 20 

ViDENA. 

Therefore, the more vnkinde to thee and mee. 

For, knowing well (my sonne) the tender loue 
[A iiij] That I haue euer borne, and beare to thee, 

He greued thereat, is not content alone. 

To spoile thee of my sight, my chiefest ioye, 25 

Buij thee, of thy birthright and heritage, 
.; Causelesse, vnkindly, and in wrongful! wise, 
// Against all lawe and right, he will bereaue: 
,* Halfe of his kingdome he will geue away. 

Ferrex. 30 

To whom? 

Vn)£NA. 

Euen to Porrex his yonger sonne, 
Whose growing pride I do so sore suspect, 

1. 17 Sonne. ] sonne : B, 

18 This line exemplifies, the Elizabethan meaning of kindy 
i. 6. ncUure^ as well as the secondary meaning for which it stands 
in modem use. Cf. Shakespeare's play on the word „A little 
more than kin, and less than kind.*^ Hamlet I so. 2, 1. 65. 

25 flight,] sight B, 

26 heritage, ] heritage B» 

1. 16 rayne A griefe A greefe C, 17 myne thyne A, 18 
kynde A but not in kindlynes A kyndelynes C 19 whie A knowe 
nothynge A. 20 wherin AC misdoone C. 21 Therfore AC 
me C. 22*knowynge A tendre A. 23 haue borw^ ^tA C»« 
24 therat A greeu'd therat C. 25 spo^Xft AC Otv^^l^^*^ C. ''EV ^%svr 
aelea A vnkindely C. 28 law C. fe k^ii^4.o\xi^ A %\N\fe C ^^«^^ 
A. 30 wbome AC joungev A. 31 gtoVixi^^ A ^^^ O wk^^^'^'*^ ^^ 



FERREX AND PORBEX. 

That being raised to equall rule with thee, 
Mee thinkea I see his envioua hart to swell, 
Filled with diadaine and with ambicious hop& 

1 The end the Goddea do know, whoae altars T 
Full oft haue made in vaine, of cattell slaine 
To send the sacred smoke to heauens throne, 
For thee my sonne. if thinges do so auccede, 
As now my ielous mind misdemeth so 
Ferbex. 

' Madam, leaue care and carefull plaint for. me, J 
Just hath my father bene to euery wight: 
His flrat ™iustice he will not extend 
To me I trust, that geuo no cause therof: 
Jly brothers pride shall hurt him selfe, not 



I « So graunt the Goddes: But yet thy father e 
Hath firmely fixed his vnmoued minde, 
That plaintea and prayera can no whit anaile,! 
For thoae haue I asaaied, but euen this day, 
He will endeuour to procure asaent 
I Of all his counaell to his fonde deuise. 
Ferrex. 
'heir ancestors from race to race haue borne \ 

I. ai hope. ] hope, II. 

36 JdouH mind, i. e. suspioioas. Of. .nor dare I , 
I iDf jealouB (bought where you may be". Shaks. 8oi 
I, 9. 

40 Carefun, fall of care or sorrow. This is I 
meaning of the word in Sliakospeare. 

50 Fonde, faolish, silly. 

!. 32 beynge raysed A. 33 hacte A. 34 Fj-llde A Flldfti 
hope] pride AC. 35 ends A Oods doo knowe C Anllera AC | 
36 alayne A. 37 eende A smoake C. 38 omit do AC Bucceede 
C 39 leliouB AC roiBdemeth C 40 Madamo A plainte C. 41 
bea A. iSffrste ^iCestenda A. 43 traBte A ¥,wo C. 44^*6 A. 
4e myado jL 47 plainlea praieta A. 4% asaawi iaia A 4vjb C 
ol suaaeMtoura AC. 



FERRES ASD FORREX. 




True fayth to my forefathers and their seede 
I trust they eke will beare the like to me. 



[Vo] There reateth all. But if they faile there of, 
And if the end bring forth an ill successe, t 

On them and theirs the mischiefe shall befall. 
And 30 I pray the G o ddes requite it them, ^ 
And BO they will, for ao is wont to be. ""^^^ x^'/'/' 

When lordes, and trusted rulers vnder kinges, ''^j'^ 

t please the present fancie of the prince, ^ft'Ot/nh* 

ith wroug transpose the course of gouernance, 
irders, mischiefe, or ciuill sword at length, 
iDutuall treason, or a inst reuenge. 
"When right succeding line returnea agaiue, 
By loue's iust iudgement and deserued wrath, t 
Eringes them to cruell and reprochfuU death, 
And rootes their names and kindredes from the 
earth. 

Fefcrex. 
btlier, content you, you shall see the end. 



me end? thy end I I 



loiie end me first! 



1:3. 53 Eke, nUo. 
"B Suooeaae, ' 
I, ef. !. Sa. 

f 1. 53 truHlB ihd lyke A. 54 nil, but AC fsylo A. 55 endd 

'llriBge A ill ] oHill AC. 58 miscIiBoFo C. 67 pvaie " ' 
reguit C, 58 woont C bee A 59 B^ngeg A, 01) fnnoy ( 
£1 goUBTnaancii AC. &2 mUcbeefe C oiujil sv/otdB A. 64 aucoe 
dinee A. m wmlbe A. 60 cmcll Iclnill AG rBprochofull Aa 
67 kinreds C. 68 enda A. 69 enile thie onde A teave AC. 



KEKilEX ANFl PORBEX. 



i ACTUS PRIMUS. 8CESA SECUNDA 
GORBODUC. AEOSTU.^. PHILANDKE. EUBL'LUa. 
a 



My lords, whose graue aduiae and faithful aidi 
Hauc long vpheld ray honour aod my realme,! 
And brought ms to this age frora tender yerdj 
Guidyng so great estate with great renowme: 
Nowe more jmporteth mee, than erst, to Tse 

:6 Your faytb and wiaedome, whereby yet I reigr^. 
That when by deatli my life and rule shall ccM 
The kingdome yet may with vnbroken courai; 
Haue certayno prince, by whose vndoubted right 
Tour wealth and peace may stand ia quiet stay* 
And eke that they whome nature hath prepardey j 
In time to take my place in princely seate, j 
i) While in their fathers tyme their p^Uant youth.! 
Teldea to the frame of skilfull gouernaoce, 
Maye so be taught and trayned in noble artai 

tb As what their fathers which haue reigned befM 
Haue with great fame deriued downe to themJ 
With honour they may leaue vnto their seeds 
And not be thought, for their vnworthy life, 




. - right, B. 
^ 79 stay; ] star, £. 

86 Derived, drown or broug'ht down: ,,wliat friend of n 
i hail to him derived •yout anget", Heo. VUI, II, so. i, 1. 3 

M8 thoaght, ( thouglit B. 

1. 70 Lordee faitbf.ill A. 1) vphelde C, 72 lo ] from A 
from] and C yeeres. Td Guidynge A rennwne C. 74 ma 
than ] the AC'. 75 faith A whsrbj AC. 78 llefe A. 77 mM 
A. 78 oertrtine C. 79 in ] at C Btaie A. 80 thai A. 81 P* 
oelia A 83 Yeeldes C gouarnaunoe AC. 84 may C trained'! 
flfi wbiche A raignde C. 87 maye A. 88 thoaght] taught ;^ 
' (Dworiliie ynwoortby C, 



FEBBEX A5D POKBEX. 

And for their lawless ewamyDge out of kinde, 
Worthy to lose whet )awe aod kiod them gaue; m 
But tliat they may preserue the common peace, 
The cause that tirst hegan and still maiiitemes 
The Ivncall course of kingcs inheritance, 
I'or mi;, for niyne, for von. and for the state, 
Whereof both I and you haue charge aud care. ^ , 
Ihu8 do I meane to vse your wonted fayth 
To me and myue, and to your natiue lande. 
"My lordea be playne without all wrie respect 
"Of poyaonous craft to speake in pleasyng wise, 
lest as the blame of yll sucoedyng thinges I 
Bittll light on you, so light the harnies also. 



Sour good acceptance ^o (moat noble king) 
I aii^e our faithfninease as heretofore 
Wo bHue employed in dueties to your grace, 
jid to this realm whose worthy head you are, ' 
Veil proues that ueyther you mistruat at all, 

Ror we shall neede in boasting wise to shewe 
: trueth to you, nor yet our wakefull care 
lor yon, for yours, and fur our natiue Innde. 
Tierefore (O kyng) I speake aa one for all, ■ 
^^e all as one do beare you egall faith: 

I I »6 onre. ] care, J 

L88 Writ rtspect, without crookedly seeking to fatout a 

Ik adj. from v. writhe) 
11} 3Uhe, aince. Uoth gilhe and sithtnt are rrequentl; ui 

DTboduo. Bee lines 167, 647, 1081 c 

IJ. 89 Lawolei A InwleBse awaruioK C kindo A. 90 ■Worthli 

iTorirllij to loose C. 93 Lioeall C inlieriUuncu A enherl^fl 

lee C. t|6 Whorof AC. 96 doo C woonled C. 97 nalyna ' 

, ,^ laDd C. 38 wrje C. 99 poysoiious ] poyeons C crafte A, 

^00 LuuBt C ill C awoaiiynge A. IQ-^ auceptiiunce AC kiage A. 

a08 our ) jour 4Cfaillrulneg.iC heertofore C. 104 «TO,-iiWxe&- C. 

3(» realmo A worlhie A woortlis C. lOi TO\*Vt'a»\'s A- >K». -w** 

U itt]no AC bJiow C. llO "W^ioTtova AC V^-a^e. A- "■' 

» /orjfor one aa AC, \\\ 8\tt^ (5 4w C. 



FEBBEI ASD POEBEX. LMUM 

Doubt not to VBQ ottr counaells and our aides, 
Whose bonoura, goods, and lyues are whole auowed, 
To secue, to ayde, and to defende your grace. 

OORBODITC. 

,^ Uy lordes, I thanke you all. This is the caae. 

IV") Ye know, the Gods, who haue the soueraigne care I 
For kings, for kingdomes, and for common weales, 
Gaue me two sonnes in my more lusty age, 
Who nowe in my decayeing yeres, are growen 

lao Well towardes ryper state of niinde and strength, i 
To take io hande some greater princely charge. I 
As yet they lyue and spende hopefull daies 
With me and with their mother here in courte. I 
Their age nowe aaketh other place and trade, 

125 And myne also doth aske an other cbauuge: ■ 

Theirs to more trauaile, myne to greater eaae. J 

Whan fatall death shall ende my mortall life, ■ 

' .My purpose is to leaue Toto them twaine I 

JThe realme diuided into two sondry partes: 1 

130 jThe one Ferrex myue elder sonne shall haue, 
iThe other shall the yonger, Porrex, rule. 
That both my purpose may more firmely stance, 
And eke that they may better rule their charge, 
I meane forthwith to place them in the same: 



I '^■ 



1. 118 age, ] ago B. 

XS4 Trade, occupation, jutercourae. ^HaTe you sd; fartlier 
trade with usf Hamlet III ec. 3, 1. 3Ja 

131 Yonget Porrex ruls B. 

132 Both ia here co-relative conj. with and in 1. 133, not 
a pronoun, ax at first appeari. Cf. ]l. 135, 136. 

1. US our] their AC counsclleB A connsailes C our] theii 
AC. 113 honors C. 114 aide C. 117 kingdoms C commen 
A. 18 luBtie A. 119 dooajaing ] decejujng A deeeiuin^ C 
yeeres C. 120 Towards C. 121 hand C. 122 line C Hpandft, 
their hopefull A. 123 haere C 125 mine C doolh C chancre C 
12S mine C. 127 When C enil C Ijfe A. 128 vnto ] betweenB 1 

129 deuidod AC sondrie A sundry C. 130 mine C. 131 * 
yonger j other AC. 132 firmely JfraniRlic A 134 foothwiih CL 



FEBBEX ADD POBREX. 



I That in my life they may both learne to rule, i^s ^ 

1 And I may ioy to eee their ruling well. ^M 

iTbia is in summe, what I woulde bane ye wey: iKrCo^l 

First whether ye allowe my whole dcuiae, ^^M 

And tfainke it good tor me, for them, for you, ^H 

And for our countrey, mother of vs all: 140 ^H 

And if ye like it, and altowe it well, H 

Then for theu: guydinge and their gouernaunce, H 

Shew forth auch meaoes of circumstance, H 

As ye thinkB moet^ to be both knowne and kept. H 

Loe, this is all; now tell me your aduise. lu H 

Abostus. H 

! And this is much, aud asketh great aduise, ^M 

But for my part, my soucraigue lord aud kyng, ^M 

This do I thinke. Your maiestie doth know, ^M 

' How vnder you, in iustice and in peace, ^M 

Great wealth and honour long we baue enioy'd, ita H 

(B ij] So as we can not seemo with gredie mindes , ^M 

To wisahe for change of Prince or gouernaunce " ^M 

I But if we lyke your purpose and deuise, ^M 

j Our lyking must be deemed to proceede ^M 

Of rightfull reason, and of heedcfiill care, ug ^H 

Not for ouraelues, but for the common state, ^H 

'I Sithe our owne state doth neede no better change, , ^H 

I tbinke in all as erst your Grace hath saide. '/'~^^| 

Firste when you shall volode your aged mynde ^| 

Of heuye care and troubles manifolde, ^^ ^M 

And laya the same vpon my Lordes your sonnes, H 

i. 149 you, ] you B H 

L 185 niaye A. I3(! ioye A laXjngB A. 137 eorama A. ^M 
MS allow C deiticB C. 139 Ihink C. 140 Country C. 141 ■ 
frte A. 142 Tliun AC guiding C ccuarnanoe C. 143 Shewe ■ 
knrtfae snohe A ciroumfllaunce A.. 146 mucho A 147 parte A 
i^lS C- '^8 doe C dooth C kuowe A. 149 Eon-:- A 151 
™>»ds A, 162 cbaunge AC governanoo C. 163 wa\^ft A.C 
15t lykytige A prooade A. \a6 ftift\'aas A umamssa 
157 Sith C nede A doothuoed C cV&Qfi^e AC. \W,e.«'At. 
ide f7. J60 Iieauie C TOftnytoUa A. Vo\ \»-i G\^ot««-^'- 



FEBRI-at AND PORREX. 



Whose growing yeres may beare the burden long 
(And loDg I pray the Goddes to graunt it so), 
And in your life while you shall ao beholde 

li Their rule, their vertues, and their noble doedes, 
Sucbe as their idnde bebighteth to vs all, 
Great be the profitea that shall growe therof, 
Your age in quiet shall the longer last. 
lYour laatiug age ahalbe their longer stay, 

'0 1 For cares of kynges, that rule as you have ruled, 
For publique wealtii and not for priuate ioye, 
Do wast mannes lyfe, and hasten crooked age, 
With furrowed face and with enfeebled lymmea, 
To draw on creepjiig death a swifter pace. 
176 They two yet yong, shall beare the parted reigne 

CWith greater ease than one, nowe oide, aloue 
Can welde the whole, for whom mucbe harder ia 
With leasened strength the double weight to beare. 
Tour eye, your counsell, and the graue regards 
ISO Of Father, yea, of such a fathers name, 
Nowe at begiuDing of their aondred reigne, 
When is the hazarde of their whole succesae, 
Shall bridle so their force of youthfull heateaj 
And 80 restreine the rage of insolence, 
IBS Whiche moat assailea the yonge and noble minds, 
rv°] And so shall guide and traine in tempred atay 
Their yet greene bending wittea with reuerent awtt 



1 163 (And-80) J And— bo B. 

166 Bthight, to prouiso, intend, AS. bfliatati. 

""' iase, alone, B. 
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1. 163 jeerea C hare A. 163 lonfje praye A. II 
lehold C. 166 kind C. 167 profitas C tbere of C. 
*ynge A aUie A. 170 liings C rulde AC. 171 
welth C ioj- C. 173 waate mans life C. 173 lims 
creepynge A creeping C, 176 jongo A yoong C parted ] 
^C. lie now C. 177 muob C. 178 donbled C. 179 re; 
g*rd a 180 Father ] fRthera AC aucVe A. 
■ed a 1S3 ie tJie ] it is A. 1B6 soiag C. 
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FKBREX AND I 

As now inured with vertues at the firat, 
Castome (0 king) shall bring dciightfuIneBse, 
By vbo of vertue, vice shall growe in hate. 190 - 
But if you BO dispose it, that the ilaye 
Which endes your life, shall first begin their reigne, 
Great is the peril) what will be the endo, 
When auch begirmmg of such hberties 
Voide of siiche Btayea as in your life do lye, tas 
Shall leaue tJiem free to randon of their will, 
An open praie to traiterouti itatterie, 
The greatest pestilence of noble youthe. 
"VThiche porill ahalbo past, if in your life, 
'Their tempred youthe with aged fathers awe, 200 
Be brought in yro of skilfull stayednesse. 
And in your life their hues disposed so, 
Shall length your noble life in ioyfulnesae. 
Thus thinke I that your grace hath wisely thougiit, 
And fhnt your tender care of cominou weale, aos 



]. \m deli gilt f II In'^sao, B. 
IBO hate, £. 
191 da ye, B. 

195 Stat/, a )irot> or auiiporC; it also bears tba Bense of 
yriint. Iiere and in II. 186, 378: "lempred stay" =; ragulatad 
jfeinegB, Spenser has "gtajed Btepa", 8hep. Cal., jane, St. 5., 
Wrf DtaytOB ''his staj'd faiih". (Wpdgwood). 

•"" —SMI ure, mhb, practice; ,iiiis en ure", put in uae or 

erm of law-French. 

201 StayednfSBf., ^avity, firmneqii. „Tliei'(^ will be no danger 

iurJBg your lire, tlu'ir youth, tempered by awe of yoa, be 

d to reasonable firmness." The idea is repeated in II, 186, 

Comparo the transposed conatrucliori of II. IS6, SOO, 433. 
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J8 As ] And AC iworde C. 189 delightfulnes AC. 
Olfrow C. 191 day C. 192 enda C ahal A their] the C 
en A. l'J3 will J eliall C. 194 auche A. lOa stayea | states 
> liefe A lye A doo lie C. 19(1 freo to ] to &ee AC random C 
♦ pray a 188 youth C. m "Whw\i C iW-ft "ti* C. '=BS 
Wtt C. mi H/aidnes A aiajeduea C. ^KfeWeU A.\«^V^ 
SW viaeliB A. 
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FBRREX ASI) PORREX. 



Hath bred this thought, ao to diuide your ]i 
And plant your aonnea to beare the present rule, 
"While you yet liuo to see their ruUnge well, 
That you may longer lyue by ioye therein. 

wo What furder mcanea behouefuU are and meete 
At greater leisure may your grace deuise, 
When all haue said, and when we be agreed 
If this bo best to part the realme iu twaine, 
And place your aonnos in present gouerDeme; 

216 Whereof, as I haue piainely said my mynde, 
So woulde I here the rest of all my Lordea. 



nnefli'* 



I'M HAND BR. 

In part I thinke as hath bene said before, i 
In parte agayne my minde is otherwise. 
As for diuiding of this realme in twaine, 

220 And lotting out the same in egall partes, 

[B lijl To either of my lordes your graces aonnesj'' 
That tbinke I best for this your realmes behof 
For profite and aduaunccmont of your aonnes, 
And for your comforte and your honour eke, 

SBB But ao to place them, while your life do last, 
To yelde to them your royall gouernaunce, 
To be aboue them onely in the name 
Of father, not in kingly state also, 
I tbinke not good for you, for them, nor I 

Siw This kingdome since the bloudie ciuill fieldj 
Where Morgan Blaine did yeld his conquere 



I I. 210 Furder, the A S S was often rctaiiiBd b; the eu 

printers na d. It frequenll; bo oacurs in edition J. 

1, 206 Jeuide A. 208 rulynge A ruling C. 209 lyi 
ioy C- 210 fnrder] further C behoovofuU. 211 grBaler]gra 
A maje A. 213 parte A. 314 soaernment C. 215 Boidt 
minde C. 316 would C heare C. 217 parte A hai^e hoh 
Baide AC. ^18 part C againe AC mind C. 219 douiding j 
222 behoofo C. 228 aduaacenient C. 224 comfort C. " 
do {doth a 226 yeeld Eouernanoo C. 230 bloodie A h' 
^C Bold a 231 yeeld part C. ~ 





FEHRBX ASD PORKEX, 

Ui±x» Jiia coaitis swovile in Cainherland^ . ''■•,• ' ",. 

^t>t«betii all that whilome did auffice Ai^i*" ■ f 

Thi"ee noble sonnoa of your forefather Brnte.^ i ■fy''^ ''M 

^0 your two aoimcs it niaye suffice also. .Ate 

m, .'jf!?"' '■'^^ stronger, if they gree in one. 

j"^^ anialler compaaee that the realiue doth holde. 

^''e eaaier is the awey thereof to Wisldo, , 

'ri ''^^''^^ justice to the wronged poore, 

^ ^ smaller charge, and yet ynoiighe for one. 2it 

Tk*^ whan tho region is diuided so, 

^"^t brethren be the lordes of eitlior parte, 

Huohstrengtli doth nature knit betwene them both, 

j^ ^ondrie bodies by conioyned louo. 

i;"*i-t not as two, but one of doubhid force, ^^'^ 

f;''*** is to other as a aure defence. 



Th 



noblonesae aud glory of the one 



^^th eharpe the courage of the others niynde, 
^ ith vertuous enuia to contende for praise. ^ 
-^'^^S suche an egalnesae hath natm-o made 
^Qfc-wene the brethren of one fathera seede, "4 
^^ an vnkindly wrong it aeemea to bee, 
"a*^ tlirowG the brother subiect Tuder feete 



235 Mori^an end CunedHEiun, boub lo Rei,'an and Conferilla, 
fixtui and iinprjfioDed Cordeilla Queen of Britain, and divided 1 
''\e kingdom betwesn thezneeWes. Then Morgan, liatcning to J 
ninuationB llmt Iiy right he Dui;ht In liave tlie whola kinffdom.l 
iMked his oouain and was slain wil.h hia men. Qeoffry oil 
Mmoutti, bk. II c. 15. I 

'. 234 The tliree soaa o( Brute were Loorin, AlbiLuaoli, and',! 
Br; they „cei(;ned in peace together", lb. bk. II e, ' 
260 made, B. 

2 cosyns -■( Coosena Bword C CambBrland C. 

235 may also safflse AC. 236 itjoejmo C thai A.\ 

Mb C. 238 Bway C therof A. 239 noerer. 2-iO inougtl 

'i when C deiiided AC. 242 Brethrene A lords C parfl 

' ' -b C. 244 anndry C. 246 Eoli. 247 irfbienes AQM 

248 Doatb mind C. 249 contend C. 250 euohV 

;. 251 Betweena C. 2fi2 Tnkindiie wcqu^^ / 

ran- r brother J other AC. 
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FEBBEX AND POEBH 



Of Mm, whose peeie he is by course of kinde, 
And nature that did make this egabesae, 
[Vo] Ofte 80 repineth at so great a. wrong. 
That ofte she rayaetli vp a grudginga griefe 
In yonger brethren at the eldufs state: 
Wherby both townes and kingdomes haue ben 
rased, 
■iCD And famous stockea of royall blond destroied 
The brother, that shoulde ho tlie brotliera aide, 
And haue a wakeful! care for his defence, 
!.iapes for hta death, and blames the lyngering yeres 
That draw not forth his ends with faster courssc 
[ M6 And oft impacieut of so longo delayes, 

With hateful! slaughter he preuentes the fates, 
And heapes a iust rewarde for brothers bloode. 
With endlesse vengcauuce on his stocke for ayfc 
Suche miscbiefeH here are wisely raette withatl, 

^*-JUI^, ^70 (jf egall state maye nouriaho egal! loue, 

"^here none hath cause to grudge at others good, 

I But nowe the head to stonpe beneth them bothO). 

Ke kind, ne reason, ne good ordre beares. 
And oft it bath ben seene, where natures ooura)- 
Hath ban perucrted in disordered wise. 
When fathers cease to know that tbey should rul^ 
The children cease to know they should ol 
And often ouerkindly tendemesse 



1. 250 egiilnes AC. 266 oft C wrongs A. 25 
grudgyngo A greefe C. 259 towns C kingJoma A 
260 Htooka C lilood AC dUtroied A. 261 ihould A . _ _ 
ring C. 264 draw ] bringB AC foortli C. 265 long C. J 
prevontcH ] pr(>aente9 A preaenta C. 2B7 tieHpeaJKeepH 
blood C. 268 endlea A vengeance C 26!) Such miad** 
heere C met C. 270 mnv rouriah C. 27a now C bew 
both C. 273 ordar C. 274 been C where nRturas oourM 
wliere Nnture AC. 375 bene C jireuerted AO diaordred 
'"B sbaM A. 277 Tlvel \m\ AG knowi .*, 278 ouerk* 
P YBkiudly AC tGiidretiea A VeHAfetnia C. 




SC. II 1 FERBEX Am) PORREX. 21 

• 

Is mother of vnkindly stubbornnesse 
I speake not this in enuie or reprochc, 
As if I grudged the glorie of your sonnes, 
Whose honour 1 besech the Goddes encrease: 
Nor yet as if I thought there did remaine ^ U' 

So filthie cankers in their noble brestes, ^^ 

"Whom I esteeme (which is their greatest praise) 285 ; '" f 
Undoubted children of so good a kyng. f J^*'^^ 

rOnelie I meane to shewe by certeine rules, > i>'^ -^ 

\Vhiche kinde hath graft within the mind of man, ^ .y ^j!^ 
That nature hath her ordre and her course, ^^ u' 

Which (being broken) doth corrupt the state 290 ^^ 
:Biiij] Of myndes and thinges, euen in the best of all.. \ 
My lordes your sonnes may learne to rule of you. 
Your owne example in your noble courte 
Is fittest guyder of their youthfull yeares. 
If you desire to see some present ioye 2:^5 

By sight of their well rulynge in your lyfe. 
See them obey, so shall you see them rule: 
Who so obeyeth not with humblenesse 
Will rule with outrage and with insolence. 
Longe maye they rule I do beseche the Goddes, 3oo 
But longe may they learne, ere they begyn to rule. 
If kinde and fates woulde sufFre, 1 would wisshe 
Them aged princes, and imraortall kinges. 
Wherfore, most noble kynge, I well assent, 
Betwene your sonnes that you diuide your realme, 305 



1. 283 remaine, B. 

297 rule, B, 

304 Wherefore kynge B. 

1 279 stubbornes AC. 280 reproch C. 282 beseche A 
beseech C Gods to in-crease C to encrease A. 286 Whome A 
estenie A "whiche A, 286 kynge A- 287 by ] my shew AC, 
288 mind C. 289 order C. 290 whiche A dooth C. 291 min- 
des C. 294 guider C yeeres C 295 see ] seeke AC, 296 ruling 
C life C, 298 humblones AC. 300 Long may C doo beseech 
C Gods C. 301 long C begin C. 302 fates ] sales C suffer C 
wish C, 304 woJJ J will C. 305 betvieen C ^wix^^ AC, 
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FERREX AND PORREX. 



[JlC 



3tO 




$■ 



.r 



And as in kinde, so match them in degree. 
But while the Goddes prolong your royall life. 
Prolong your reigne : for therto lyue you here. 
And therfore haue the Goddes so long forborne 
To ioyne you to them selues, that still you mighl 
Be prince and father of our common weale. 
They when they see your children ripe to rul^ 
Will make them roume, and willremoue you hen 
That yours in right ensuynge of your life, 
315 Maye rightly honour your immortall name. 

EUBULUS. 

Your wonted true regarde of faithfiiU hartes 
Makes me (0 kinge) the bolder to presume, 
To speake what I conceiue within my brest, 
Although the same do not agree at all 

320 With that whicli other here my lordes haue sai 
Nor which yourselfe haue seemed best to lyk 
Pardon I craue, and that my wordes be demde 
To flowe from hartie zeale vnto your grace, 
And to the safetie of your common weale. 

325 To parte your realme vnto my lordes your sonnc 
I thinke not good for you, ne yet for them, 
But worste of all for this our natiue lande. 



A 



4> 



Within one land, one single rule is best: 
Diuided reignes do make diuided hartes, 



1. 313 Will moke them roume, the old dative constructio 
^the Godrt will make placo for them". 
316 hartes, B. 
327 lande, B. 
329 hartes. B. 

1. 306 matche A, 307 Gods C prolongue A Royal A. 3 
Prolonffue A Hue C hoere C. 309 Gods C longe A 312 se 
313 roome C wil A. 314 ensuing C. 315 may C rightlie A i: 
mortall | mortall AC. 316 woonted C. 317 kiiiff C 318 sp© 
C. 319 althouo:he A doo C 320 whiche A heere C Lords 
321 whiche A. 322 deemde AC 323 harty C. 325 lords A 
326 think C. 327 woorfit O land C. 328 Within | For with A 
829 Deaided AC reignes ] Kegions C ^oo C <i(i\i\^^^ AC 
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FKRKKX AXD POBRKX. 

lot peaco pieaerues the countrey and the prince. ! 
^^Dche 19 in mau the gredy miude to reigne- 
.^§0^ great is his desire to climbe alofte, 
^Kn worldly stage the atateliost partes to beare, , 
*3hflt_faith and iustice. and all kindly loue, r "' 
Do yclde vnto desire of soueraignitie, V ! 

"Where egall state doth raise an egall hope 

To wione the thing that either wold attaJng. U 

Tour grace remembreth how in passed yerea 
The mightie Brute, first prince of all this lande, 
Possessed the same and ruled it well in one. 3W 
He thinking that the eompasse did suflicc, 
For his three sonnea three kingdoms eke to make, 
Cut it in three, as you wonid now in twaine. 
But how much Briltish blond hath ainee bene spilt, 
To icjyne againe the sondrtd vnitie! a 

What piinces slaine before their timely lioure! 
What wast of townos and people in the lande! 
What treasons heaped on mnrders and on spoilea I 
Whose iust reuenge even yet is scarcely ceased, 
RuthefuU remembraunce ia yet rawe in minde. aw 
The fiods forbyd the like to chaunce againe: 
And you (0 king") geue not the cause therof. 
My Lord Ferf-ex your elder sonne , perhappoa 
Wliome kinde and c.ustonie geues a rightfiill 
hope 

1. a39 Sec note Wfore lo 1. 234. 

850 Tlii9. 

SQo Sueceede. ^noccedo in tliii* j^chbc how lakua direct object 1 
""ly of peraons, „you i-upneed the kins" \ f'"' nhetrnct or oonmon 
"••iTIs wo now nae n prepoaition, p. {{■ ,»nopeei] to your reign". 

]- 33ft Ooimtrve C. 331 nuoli C ereilie A ifre-dr C rainie 

834 kifidoly C. .-iaS Doo yMde C. 337 woulil 'nrteine C. 

i jeerea C. 339 raightv C. ;U2 kinBilomoB C. 348 nowe 

»44 BrilttBli ] Brutiih AC Moo A C eiuc-e | aithpnce ^C ben .1 

1--^- a 34fi aondred C. 34H houre 1 honour JC. 347 WMt 
C 348 spojlea C. 349 aoarsolj C. 350 n.wi- (hftd AC- LW 



FERBEX AND PORBEX. 




3S6 To be your heire and to aucceetle your 
Shall thinke that he doth sufFre greater wri 
Than he perchaunce will beare, if power s 
Porrex the younger ao vpraised in state, 
Perhappes in courage will be rayaed also. 

360 If flatterie then, whiche fayles not to aasailt, 
[cj] The tcndre miudea of yet vnakilfull youth. 
In one shall kindle and encrease diadaine, 
And enuie in the others harte eufiame, 
This tire shali waste their lone, their Hues, their< 

B66 And ruthei'uU ruine shall destroy them boti 
I wishe not this (0 kyng) so to befall. 
But fearo the thing, that I do moat abhotn 
Geue no beginning to so dreadfull pnde. 
Kepe them in order and obedience: 

BTo And let them both by now obeying you.. 
Learne such behauiour as beseeraes their 
The elder, myldenesao in hia goueroauncei 
The yonger, a yelding con tented nesse. 
And kepe them ncare vnto your presence 

37& That they restreyoed by the awe of yoii, 
May line in compasse of well tempred stayi_^ 
And paase the perilles of their youthfull yi 
Your aged life diawea on to febler t\me. 
"Wherin you shnll Icsae able be to bcare 
The trauailLB that in joutb jou baue sustoj 

1. 361 V»skUfiiU, ttiintini: m knonloJj,o 
ST6 See note lo 1 l'<6, 201 
3S5 youth, B. 
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lattery C laiiss C %1 lendor C vuutho A 30 

And J In C linrt C. %t nithaful A shal A ^b6 wi«li C wiaA 

A kioR C. :m doii t dlJ8 Giue C ende C Wi Weep* « 

370 nowB obejinge A Al\ Buohe A 3TS injldenss A nd 

denes C. 373 yoaneer A yeld\iic A yoe\A\ini C ^.ov.W■^^xe^■v^R* M 

374 kaepe C neero C. 375 rOBtruineA AC. ?.1*S rtaw AC- ^ 

perrHlea yeercs C. ^78 foolilct tinit: C. ■3SO svi'^Vanoi 



**>■"■! FERKEX ANII I'OUIIKX, 25 J 

Both in your personea nnd j'ciir rcalmeB defonce. 
If planting now your sonnes in furder partes, 
Toil gondo thom furder from your prosuut reach. 
Lesac shall you know how tiiey them soluea 

demeaDo : 
^rcuterous corruptera of their plyant youth -^ 

Siiall have vnspiod a niuche moro free aeceaso, 
And if ambition and inflamed disdaiae 
Shall anno the one, the other, or them both, 
To ciuill warre, or to vsurping pride. 
ta-te shall you rue, that you ue rocked before. 3"" 
Good ig I graunt of all to hope the bout, 
But not to liue stili dreadlease of the woret. 
So truate the one, that the other be foreseno. 
Arme not vnakilfiilnesae with princely power. 
But you that long hane wisely ruled the reignda "ns 
LV'5 Of royaltie within your noble realme, 
80 holde them, while the Gods for our a\iayloa 
Shall stretch the thred of your prolonged ilaies. 
To Boone ho clambe into the flaming uarrc, 
^hoae want of skill did set the earth on fire, luo 
Tiine and example of your noble grace, 
Sl^all teach your aonnes both to obey and rule, 
When time hath taught them, time shal make 
them place, 

1. 3ilO iirefc, to liRpd, to onro for „Aiid litllo rocka to find 
L^ Kay to henvtin." Ae you Liks It, II sc. 4 1. 81. 

396—397 There ii here a pUy on Mie word reins, ia At 
IH of gnidiii;; them (regu) ur lioldini,' in (r^tineuj. 

403 Sbo iiute on t. 313 dntivo construction, ,Time Bholl 
't pUoe for them". 
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26 FERREX AND PORREX. [A( 

The place that now is full: and so I pray 
405 Long it remain e, to comfort of vs all. n 

GORBODUC. 

I take your faithful harts in thankful part. 
But sithe I see no cause to draw my minde, 
To feare the nature of my louing sonnes, 
Or to misdeme that enuie or disdain e, 

4to Can there worke hate, where nature planteth k 
In one selfe purpose do I still abide. 
My loue extendeth egally to both, 
My lande sufBseth for them both also. 
Hmnber shall parte the marches of theyr realn 
[The Sotherne part the elder shall possesse: 
iThe notherne shall Porrex, the yonger rule: 
'in quiet I will passe mine aged dayes. 
Free from the trauaile and the painefuU care; 
That hasten age vpon the worthiest kinges. 

420 But lest the fraude, that ye do seeme to fear 
Of flattering tongues, corrupt their tender yoi 
And wry the them to the wayes of youthfuU 1 
To climyng pride, or to reuenging hate. 
Or to neglecting of their carefull charge, 

425 Lewdely to lyue in wanton recklessnesse 
Or to oppressing of the rightfull cause. 
Or not to wreke the wronges done to the po 



1. 411 Selfe f snme. ,^1 am iTia«lo of that self metal as 
sister." Lear I 8c. I 1. 72. 
414 Mffrrhes, borders. 
422 Writhe, to twist, turn. 

1. 404 nowo A praie A. 405 Lonffo A coraforte A. 
faithfull hartos tlmnkfull parte AC. 407 sith C drawe A. 
louyng A. 409 misdopme C. 410 woork C. 411 doo C 
bothe A. 414 tlieir A, 415 parte AC, 416 northerne 
4J7 daiea A. 419 woorthieat C. 4^0 \?^A^V C doo C. 421 1 
teryng A tun^os C. 422 \VTiet\v AC \\a\fe^ AC. \^ ^wsm 
J^^ogyng A 425 T^ewdoAve V\v\e tgcAAg^uc-s?.^ C t^^ObX^^^^ 
*-«^ oppreminga A 427 d'oono C. 



«'- "l-I KERREX AND PORIIEX. 

To treade downe truth, or faiiour false deceite; 

(I naeane to ioyne to ejiher of my sonnea 
Some one of those, whose long approued faith 
And wiadome tryed, may well assure my harte: I 
That mynyng fraitde shall finde no way to crepe 
into their fensed eares with graue aduise. 
This is the ende, and so I pray you all 
To beare ray sonnes the loue and loyaltie 
That I haue founds within your faithfull breatea. 

* ou, nor your sonnes, our aoueraign lord shal 

•-'Ur faith and aevuice while our Hues do last. 
[Exfvnt. 
Chorus. 
"^lien settled stay doth holde the royall throne 

In atedfast place, by knowen and doubtlea wo 
. rifrht, 

^m chiefely when disceot on one alone 
Makes single and vnparted reigne to light: 

1. 433 Tlie play ooniainB soveinl examples uF this peculia 

WBBtFactlon ; tlie noun is placed after the participln of the ad- 

L JWItb- phrase, inatead o! before Jt, we now should read, „Into 

I'fc fittre, fenced with f-iaxe advice". See 1. 200; and Abbott's 

T Bhak, GrMm. § 419 u. 

130 There h no aeparntron of stanzea in the Chorus in B, 
' *ii the llnea are pUw.A evenly, as in the blank verse. The 
' ^«ohea of persons are printed ivith space batweeu. 

In A the speeoheH lire printed as in B v/lfh spnee between, 
^i (he etanEiiR of tlio Chorun are sepEirBie, Ha printed aboTe.J 
In C there ia no Geparaiion of Bpeechos, or of stan; 
' nit cboras, but the fiist line of eaub stanza ia sot back. 

1.428 tread C IruetU AC. 499 either C. 430 longe j 
■H G 432 mjning C creepe C. 484 praie A 
fc Wthfal breasts A brpsta C. 43T aoitiTaiitno ^ 
! Bhall AC. 438 lino C. 439 Rotled C staie A ilootU 
440 Icnowne C. 441 clioefoly C whan AC. 442 di^ 



28 FERREX AKD PORREX. [ACT I. 

Eche chaunge of course vnioyjots the whole estate? 
And yeldes it thrall to ruyne by debate. 

445 The strength that knit by faste accorde in one, 
Against all forrein power of mightie foes, 
Could of it selfe defende it selfe alone, 

Disioined once, the former force doth lose. 
The stickes, that sondred brake so soone in twaine, 
450 In fgiggot bounde attempted were in vaine. 

Oft tender minde that leades the parciall eye 
Of erring parentes in their childrens loue, 

Destroyes the wrongly loued childe therby. 
This doth the proude sonne of ApoUo proue, 
455 Who rashely set in chariot of his sire, 

Inflamed the parched earth with heauens fire. 

And this great king, that doth deuide his land, 
And chaunge the course of his discending crowne 
And yeldes the reigne into his childrens hande, 
460^ From blisfuU state of ioye and great renowne 
A my rrpur shall become to Princes all, 
ToTearne to shunne the cause of suche a fall. 



END OP THE FIRST ACT. 



1. 442 make AC, 443 Ecli C vnioints C. 444 yeeldes C. 
ruine C, 445 fast ] laste A last accord C. 441 defend C. 448 
disioyned AC dooth C. 449 sticks C sundred C. 450 fagot 
bound C. 451 mind C perciall A. 452 erringe A parents. 
453 Destroies AC wron^full AC thereby C. 454 dooth 
proud C. 465 rashly C. 456 Inflamde C perched A. 
dooth lande C. 458 chaunged A chaungde C discending C. 

yeelds C raigne C hand C. 460 ioy C. 461 mirrour C. 

suoh C, 



FERREX AND PORREX. 29 



[C ij \o] THE ORDER AND SIGNIFICATION 

OF THE DOMME SHEW BEFORE THE 

SECOND ACTE. 

First the Mtisicke of Corvettes began to ylaye, 
during which came in vpo?i the stage a King 5 
accompanied with a nomhre of his nolilitie and 
gentlemen, Aftd after he had placed him self 
in a chaire of estate prepared for him , there 
came and kneled before him a graue and aged 
gentelman, and offred up a cuppe unto him of lo 
wt/ne in a glasse, which the king refused. After 
him commes a braue and Instie gong gentleman 
and presentes the King with a cup of golde filled 
with pogson, which the King accepted, and drin- 
king the same, immediatiy fell downe dead vpon i5 
the stage, and so was carried thence away by 
his Lordes and gentelmen, and then the Musicke 
ceased. Hereby was signified^ that as glasse by 
nature holdeth no poyson, but is clere and may 
easely be seen through, neboweth by any arte: 20 
So a faythfull counsellour holdeth no treason, 
but is playne and open, ne yeldeth to any vndis- 



1. 2 dumbe C shewe A. 4 musike C cornets C play C. 

^ 'Whiohe kinge A, 6 number C nobylytie A, 7 himselfe C 

P*^^ A, 9 kneeled C. 10 Gentilman A Gentleman C offered 

5; ixym A, 11 wine C whiohe A kynge A, 12 comes C yoong 

.. Oentelmann A, 13 presentes C of omitted C. 14 poison A. 

P?^rinkinge A immediately C down A, 16 a^aye A. 17 Gent- 



, en C 18 tbeereby C. 19 oleare C maye A. 20 easily C 
'^:^0 AC. 21 faiihinll AC. 22 yeeU^fti C wiVi AC* 



FERREX AKD PfJBKEX, 



.^ctJH 



crele affedion, but geuetk holeome cotmaell, which 
the j/U aduised Prince re/useth. The (ieliglUfuU 
tjoliie filled Kith poyson hftokeneth flattery, which 
vniier /aire seeming of pleasaunt wordes beared 
deadly poyson, which destroyed tlie Prince that 

(receyueih it. As befell in the two hreihrm, 
Ferret and Porrex, vko refusing the holsome 
aduise of gram rounselloars, credited tt^se yottg 
Paracites, and brought to them sehies death and 
destritdion tkerby. 



ACTUS SECUNDU8. SCENA PRIMA. 



FERBEX. HKBMON. DOHDaN. 



W 



I meruaile much what veasoo ledde the king 
My father, thus without all my desert, 
i 485 To reue me halt'e tho kingdome, which by courae 
"S [i:. iijj Of law and uaturc- should remayne to me. 

1. 'i^ HoUome, or as wb now npall it nWliDlesonie*^, ii (he 
exact oppoBiie of the vturld uoisome, see 1. 773. The modern 
corrupt siielling jWlioleBome' nppearn to have been brought into 
use by wrilors Bcuustomed Iff local English dialects in which 
this word anions others was proDoimoed as though begioing 
with a w. It is Ihoreforo a true, though a loonl, phonetic 
illJDg. See Mf' Bradley, in ,Thv Acudem;" Sept. 24, and Prof, 
ftipitia, ib. Oct. 8, 1881. 

nie nie, the prepoaltion ia auppreBsed, compare i. &13i 



1. % 

ma 2 

dettroietli 
whole SOI 
there b]! 



peiioth ) guietli nny C wholesome C whiohe A. . 
I Flatierie C nhiche A. 26 words A. 27 wiuoh*)| 

A destroyetli t'. 58 receiueth A brethrene A, 
IB C. 30 yonge A yoong C. SI to ) into C. 

I.' 463 mnche A leade JC kvnge A. 464 deaart^ .JCl 
"3 lawe AC ahuld A remaiao C. 



^^ FERREX AKD PORKEX. 31 



Hermon. 

If you with stubborne and vntamed prydc 

Had stood against him in rebelling wise. 

Or if with grudging minde you had enuicd 

8 slow ^ slidyng of his aged yeres, ^'O 

vJTsougEt before your time to haste the course 

Offetall death vpon his royall head. 

Or stained your stocke with murder of your kyn : 

Some face of reason might perhaps haue seemed, 

^^ yelde some likely cause to spoyl ye thus. 475 

Ferrex. 

The wrekeful Gods powre on my cursed head 
^ternall plagues and neuer dying woes, 
Tie hellish prince adiudge my dampned ghost 
To Tantales thirste, or proude Ixions wheele,^^ 
^^ cruell gripe to gnaw my growing harte, ^^o 
^^ during tormentes and vnquenched flames, 
;J* ©uer I conceyued so foule a thought, 
^^ wisshe his ende of life, or yet of reigne. 

DORDAN. 

t!? yet your father (0 most noble Prince) 
p*^ euer thinke so fowle a thing of you. 485 

^J^ he, with more than fathers tendre loue, 
l^ljiile yet the fates do lende him life to rule, 
l^y^lio long might lyue to see your ruling well) 
^^ you my Lorde, and to his other sonne: 

1. 474 seemed, B. 

478 prince, B. 

480 Oripe^ a vulture or griffin. 

1. 467 pride C. 468 stoode C rebellious AC. 469 enuyde 
2' 470 slowe J slidynge A sliding C yeeres C, 473 stainde C 
kinne C. 475 yeeld O. spoile AC. 476 wrekefull C heade C, 
478 damned C ghoste A. 479 Tantalus AC. 480 gnawe A 
groaning hart C. 481 darynge A torments C. 482 conceiued 
G 483 wish C. 486 tender C. 487 doo lend C. 488 liue C 
06 A rulynge A, 



32 FERREX AND PORREX. [AC 

490 Lo he resign es his realme and royaltie: 
Which neuer would so wise a Prince haue done 
If he had once misdemed that in your harte 
There euer lodged so vnkinde a thought. 
But tendre loue (my Lorde) and setled trust( 

495 Of your good nature, and your noble minde, 

Made him to place you thus in royall throne, 

And now to geue you half his realme to gu 

' '^fv'Yea and that halfe which in abounding store 

[v«] Of things that serue to make a welthy real 

500 In stately cities, and in frutefull soyle, 

In temperate breathing of the milder heauen, 
In thinges of nedefuU vse, which frendly sea 
Transportes by traffike from the forreine pai 
In flowing wealth, in honour, and in force, 

505 Doth passe the double value of the parte, 
That Porrex hath allotted to his reigne. 
Such is your case, such is your fathers loue. 

Ah loue, my frendes! loue wrongs not when 
loues. 

DORDAN. 

Ne yet he wrongeth you, that geueth you 
510 So large a reigne, ere that the course of tiir 
Bring you to kingdome by discended right, 
Which time perhaps might end your time bei 



1. 502 sea, B. 
508 who B. 

1. 491 whiche A doone C, 492 ones A misdeemde C \ 
493 vnkind C. 494 trust C. 497 giue C halfe C, 498 yt 
in] within AC. 499 welthie AC, 500 statelie A, 502 thin 
needfuU C frendlie A, 503 Transports C forraine C portes 
504 welth C. 505 Dooth C part C. . 507 suche A. 

A-ends C. 509 giueth C, 5l0 tyme A, 511 bringe A 

eended C. 



■i1 i^ia ai 



la this no wroDg. say you, to reaue from me 
My natiiie right of balfe ao great a realme? 
And thus to matcho bis yonger soniie with me mo 
In egnll power, and in ae great degree? 
Tea and what Bonne? the sooue whose swcliing 

pride 
WhuHb neucr yelde one poinct of reiiorence, 
Whan I the elder and apparaunt heire 
SloDijp in the litcelihode to possesse the whole, aw 
Ten and that sonne which from hie chihiish ago 
Enuietli nijno honour, and dotii liate my life. 
Wliat will he now do. when hia pride, liis rago, 
1'iie mindful! malice of his grudging harte 
Is armed with force, with wealtli, and kingly state? out 

Hermon. 

"M this not wrong? yea, yll aduised wrong, 
To giue 80 -mad a man so sharpe a aworde, 
To^so great perill of so great misseliappe 
"ids open thus to set so large a wayeP 

D0BI)4N. 

AIm my Lord, what griefnll tiling is this, 63o 

C^^iflThflt of your hrother you can thinke so ill? 
I tieuer saw him vtter hkelie eigne, 
"hereby a man might see or once misdeme 
Soeh hate of you, ne such unyelding pride. 

1, SrM MindfuU , unl'orpolful ; i. e. malice that bears in 
M»d. See II. 7f)0, 784. 
09B misaoliiipp.-, B. 

1. 613 Half A. &I6 nialcli yoonser C. 517 sweHyng 
m« A. ill-f would C y-nld C point C. 519 "WliBii C appa- 
BC. 5-20 Stoo.l C likeljhood C likHjhoda A. 621 ohil- 
fmA. f>n mw- A dootli C. 6-23 nowo A doo C. 6S4 
MMUl A hnrt C. 52o armde C welth C. 526 ill C. 63S 
Blippa A wibIibp C. 539 way C. 530 Lorde A 533 sawe 
eiinlT 0- f>m inisOeeme C. 534 Suohe ^ VDjeldiiige A 
q^eelding C. 



FEOBEX AND POBBEX. 



Kb 111 is their counsel], shamefull be tbeir endS) 
That raysing such mistrustfull fbare in JoUfi 
Sowing tho seede of such vakiadly bate, 
TrauaUo Ly treason to destroy you both. 
iWise ia your brother, and of noble hope, 
I 640 Worthie to welde a large and mightie realm 
l8o much a. stronger frende haue you therbf3 
n^hose strength is your strength, if you gree ittm 

Hbemos. ij.' c '.■_.. 
If nature and the Ooddes hafl pinched 8o 
Their flowing bouutie, and their noble giftes 
I MB Of princelie qualities, from you my Lorde, 

And powrde them all at ones in wastfull wi* 
Upon your fathera yonger sonne alone: 
Perbappea there be that in your preiudioe 
Would say that birtb should yold to wortbini 
w But Bitbe in eche good gift and princelie f 
Ye are bis matche, and in the cliiefe of all j 
In mildenesse and in sobre gouemaunce 
Ye faire surmount; And sith there is in yod 
Sufficing skill and bopefull towardnesso 
[ »6 jTo weld the whole, and match your elders prB 
jl see no cause why ye should loose the 1 
(Ne would 1 wiashe yon yelde to such a li 
Lest your milde auiferaunce of so great a v 
Be deemed cowardishe and simple dreade: 
I 5U0 Which shall p;eue courage to the fierie 1 

Of your yonge brother to inuade the wbol&^ 

1 mttt raUiDC AC. 637 sudie A. 538 CreaBonlW 
540 vieeld C. 641 mi.che A frand C ibBi-aby G. [ 
'.doda C. 544 eifi« C. 6J5 prinocly C qiinlytif^s A Loj 
fi46 once C. 547 younser A yoong^-r C. 518 Perhaps C 
saie A ehuM A yeelil C worthinaa A woortliinas C 5S 
C each C Prinoalj C Ante AC :m mutuh C chaete O, ' 
nildenBB AC Boliar C. 65B fnr C Hithc A. 5M nvKa^ 
towardnea A. 636 praiaii AC. onB whie AC. 
wish C yeelde C auuhe A. 5^8 Least C Stiffarnani 
6S9 cowardise C draad C, 660 Wliiohe A guie C fiery CTS 
jooge C. 



FKKREX ANU POUREX. 



^hile yet tlierfore stickes iu the peoplos minde 
The lothed wrong of your diBheritaunce; 
A.iid ere your brother haue, by settled power, 
I'*] By gutlefiill cloko of au alluring showe. ( 

Qot hiin somo force and fauour iu the roalme, 
And while the noble Quecue your mother lyuea, 
To worke and practise all for your auaile, 
* Attempt redrease by armoa, and wreake your self 
TIpon his life, that gayneth by your losse, 6 

Who nowe to ahaine of you, and grJefe of va, 
In your owne kingdorae triumpbea ouer you. 
' Shew now your courage ineote for kingly state. 
That they which haue auowed to spend theyr 

goods. 
Their landea, their Hues and honours in your 6 

cause. 
May be the bolder to mainteyne your parte, 
^V^en they do aeo that cowai-de feare in you, 
Sliall not betray no faile their faithful! hartL'8. 
If OBoe the i^eath of Porrex ende tho strife, 
And pay the price of his vsurpod reigne, 5i 

Tour mother shall perswade the angry kyng, 
The Lords yourfrenda eke shall appoaae hiarage. 



to plot. ComjTij 
ichnrfe the pfiic 



I 568 Fradigf , to i 
l.l,l. 73 and Hamlfit lY, 

.But even his motlie 

And oiitl it accideni' 
>«1L1I64 anrl I5l<i. 

&T4 Avomed = a-vawed. promisoil ou oath. 

fi78 Faile, to lisguile, delude (LaL fallern). 

I. efi2 whiles AC slicta C mynde A. 568 loathed C| 

OU* A- 564 BBtled a 565 R;aylefull A oloake C alln- 1 

566 thejihia AC. fi67 liuas C. 663 woorke 0% 

foe A. 509 wreak C nelfe A. 570 gaiiieth AC. 

C greefe C 673 meet C kiiislje C oxtiite AC. 574 aoowl 1 

'Afti A Iheir AC. 575 honorB C. 578 maja A n 

" " 577 whan thei A doo C. 578 betraye C ^aije AG. \ 
■ml C 5S0 paieX 581 kynpe A kin-r G. 

3* 




FBKRBX AKD PORREX. 



Heare me (0 king) and sulfer not to sinke 
So high a treason in your princely brest. 



irt^l 



The mightie Goddea forbid that euer I 
Should once coneeaue such miachiefe in my hart, 
[To] Although my brother hath bereft my reairae, 
I B36 And heare perhappea to me an hatefuU minde: 
Shall I reuenge it, with his death therefore? 
Or shall I so destroy my fathers life 
That gaue me life? The Gods forbid, I aay: 
Cease you to speake so any more to me: 
«o Jfe you my frend with answere once repeate 
/So foule a tale. In silence let it die. 
(What lord or subiei.-t shall haiie hope at all, 
[ That vnder me they safely shall enioye 
' Their goods, their honours. landes and liberties, 
fl« "With whom, neither one onely brother dcare. 
Ne father dt'arer, could enioye their liues? 
But. sith 1 feare my yonger brothers rage, 
And sitb perhappes some other man may geue 
Some like aduise, to moue his grudging head 
I «sii At mine estate; which counsell may perehaunce 
Take greater force with him, than this with me, 
»,I will in secrete so prepare myselfe, 
\As if hia malice or his lust to reigne 



hifflie Princelie A. 632 Goili ,e| 
Biuo AC suohe A misi'Iieerc C liof 
moe C an j rmif A. <"' 
rl A save A. fWO IrhnAe A freei| 
(!B A dye C. Ii42 Lordo A. '_ 
'i ViUome A ieeta C. MQ deen 
ultl'.e A suuMSM A. f 
V>:^ ■^•m.'^a A. 5a\ 1 



B 1, (.47 But » 


Ih, B. 


^ Ii69 rhftnd 


keep off. 


1. 630 suffn 


AC. 63 i 


forbTd A. mS eh 


ulJ A coiir 


A 634 Althousl 


e A. (!35 


AC. B37 ijfL. A. 


R3S torliy 


C aowwrre AC. 


Ml flciliii 


eaioj a 6-14 ha 


ds a 64 


Cooulde A enioy 


C. G4" R 


perhaps Cgyue^ 


?.«>- C 



Breake forth in armea or soiieine vtolcnce, ^| 

I may withstand his rage and keepe mine owne. 6m ^M 

[Exeunt Ferrex and Hermon.) ^| 

DORDAN. ^H 

I feare the fatall tijas dow draweth on, , ^H 

When ciuil hat^'shall end the noble hne ^H 

Of fninoua I^tet'^^nd of bia royall aeede. ^H 

Great loiio, d^SDcl the mtschiefea now at hand. ^M 

O that the Secretaries'^ wise aduiae ■ mo ^M 

Hwd erat bene hfiard/when he bisaought the king - ^M 

Mot to jliuide bis land,'lior send bis sonnea ' ^M 

To further pa_rte8''from presence of his court, ^| 

Ne yet to yelde to theni bia gouernaunee. ^M 

Lo. such are they nOw in the royall throne 665 ^M 

As waa rashe Phaefoii ni Pbcebua carre. ^M 

Ne then the fiery st£de\jlid draw the fJame ^M 

[B-jlWith wilder raniion through ihe kindled skies, ^M 

Than traitorous counsgll now will whirle about' ^H 

The youtbfull heades of ^leae vnskilfull kinges. <no ^H 

But I hereof their fad^ier will enforme. ^M 

The r«iierence of him pirh^ippes shall stay ^H 

The growing mischieTes, whflelhey yet are greene. ^H 

\ If this helpe not, then woe'vnto them aelues, ^H 

The princG, the people, t^diuided land. e7s ^H 

f [Exit.] ■ 

4^61 heard B. ^M 

^to B. ■ 

Wi Randoji. raKlineaa, unatead; courBo, (0. Fr) TIiS'^H 
the older U'p aa a DOiin. As a verb il ocoura in ^^ 
See .Skeat'a Efjmol. Diatioriary. 

1, ftH Brenk fnortti C in] with AC. 655 with stando A 
'DP A. 657 cjuill AC enile AC lyne AC. 658 famouie 
I dnfende A miarheefee C nowe handc A. BKl earst C 
B A b(«D? C litirde whan A hyn^'e A- (iGS deuide AC Innde 
t'MAde X e«3 courle AC. BM ycelda C. 665 Lob C suuho A. 
|a« A. me mahe ] (hat C. 661 w^e^M C Atnw* AC. 'aSi 
fa AC eounaeJJ AC nelierle A. 610 \\ctti% AC, «l.V^t««"!^ 
972 perfidps C sfaje .4. &1Z TovftcXwctcs C ft.»- 'G"«*' 9 
"- ' 175 deuideU AC Uude A. ■ 




FERRES AND POBBBX. 



ACTUS SECUNDUS. 8CENA SECITNDA. 

PORREX. TYNDAR, PHILANDER. 



1 



And is it thus ? and doth he so prepare, 
Against his brother as his mortall foe? 
And now while yet hia aged father lines? 
Neither regardes he himV nor feares he mef 
would he haue? and he shall haiie it so. 



I saw mysfdfo the groat prepared atore 
Of horse, of armour, and of weapon there, 
Ne bring I to my lorde reported tales 
Without the ground of seen and searched trouth. 

wii'.Loe secrete quarrels runne about his court. 
To bring the name of you my lorde in hate. 
Ech man almost can now debate the cause, 
And aske a reason of so great a wrong, 
Why he so noble and 30 wise a prince. 

680 la as vnworthy reft hia heritage? 

And why the king, misseledde by craftie meanes 
Diuided thus his land from course of right? 
The wiser sort holde downe their griefull beades. 
Eche man withdrawes from talke and company 
' fi8S Of those that haue bene knowne to fauour you. 
[Ve] To hide the miachiefe of their meaning there. 



I. 676 dootli a 678 nowe whjla A !yun» A. «79 regnrdi 
moure AC wBHpona AC. BS.5 bryu^a A 
Lord a 6S4 aeeno AC Berohe-l A i.rontlifl A troth G 685 
qudrrullBa AC rnnne A Courto AC. 68« bringo A Lonl a 1*87 
Eohe AC nowe A. 688 wronge J. B89 Whj ] while ^C. """ 
-iworihio .i in*oonhj a. 691 whio ^ kinxo A misf * 
? deaidgil AC (aO((« A. filKi aort« C. 694 Eeh C c 
695 ben A beeiiB C know^n A. tt% m^ivw?,'; A 




PEKKBX iND PORREX. 



Rumours are spread of your prcpnring here. 
The rasoall ourabers of vnskilfull sort 
Are filled with moDstrous tales of you and youra. 
In secrete 1 was counselled by my frendes, '' 
To bast me thence, aud brought you as you know 
Letters from those, that both can truely tell, 
i would not write vnloaau they knew it well. 



iy lord, yet eie you moue unkindly warre, 
lend to your brother to demaund the cause, ' 
fPerbappes some traitorous tales hauo filled his 



ith falae reportea against your noble grace: 
Which oncediscloaiid, shnll end the growing strife, 
That els not stayed with wise foresiglit in time 
Shall hazarde Ijoth your kingdonies and your liuos. 7 
Send to your fatln'r eke, he shnll i , . 
Tour kindled iniudes, and rid you of thia feare. 

PORREX. 

Bidde me of feare! I feare him not at all: 

Ne will to him, no to my' father seud. 

If danger v/uve for one to tary there, 

Thinke ye it safetic to returne againe? 

In luiachiefea, auch as Ferrex now intendea, 

The wonted courteous lawea to measengcrs 

Am not obaeruod, which in iuste warre they vse. 



697 Humors C Bprcil AC prepni-ynge A iieere C. 698 
iwnibreR.4 of the 6' sorte A. H!t9 rDinisterouB A of] of the C. 
■WO BBorel C oouni>aili-.l AC frienili's A freniU C "01 knowe C. 
""B truly C 703 knawn A. 70-1 Lorda A mouo ] nowe A now 
_ fntindalj A. 70o sondo A deiunundB A. 70(i Perhaps C 
^UfoUB A. TOT roporlB AC. TO-* dUclosde C shal ende ' 
^tf Knied A stniede C. 710 hazard C kingiioms C lyuea A. 

ii>de A. 712 mind" C. 718 Rid C. 714 sends A. 

Uinger AC tarj'e A tarrie C 7i(i srvfniy AC retoiirne J 
JOeJie A aowB A intends C. 7li^ wooiVKiA C. "iVi tiVwV'i 



% 




FBEEEX ASD PORREX. 



1 



1 Shall I 80 hazard any one of mineP 

Shall I betray my truety frendes to him, 

That haue disclosed his treason vnto me? 

Let bim entreate that feares, I feare him not. 

Or shall I to the king my father send? 
i Yoa and send now, while such a mother liuea, 

That louea my brother, and that hateth me? 

Shall I gene leaaure, by my fonde delayes, 

To Ferrex to oppresae me all vnware? 
jl will not. bnt I will inuade Lia realme, 
'lci>ia] And seeke the traitour prince within hia court. 
jMiachiefe for raiachiefe is a due reward. 
' Hia wretched head shall pay the worthy price 

Of thia hia treason and his hate to me. 

Shall I abide, and treate, and aend and pray, 
i And holde my yelden throate to traitoura knife, 

While I with valiant minde and conquerinR force, 

Might rid myselfe of foes: and winne i\ realme? 

Yet rather, when I haue the wretches head. 

Then to the king my father will I send. 
i The bootelesae case may yet appease hia wrath: 

If not, I will defend me aa I may. 

■[Exeunt Foeeex and ttsdaa.] | 



1. 728 Oppresie, to overpower, to aubilue. TIib BlrzabethiB 
if t)ie Vfdrd wm nearer tlie Latin orij^innl than tliemodenii 

Bee II. 982, 1567. 
785 Yelden throate. An Example of thtf inverted BODtSDoe 

in thia play. See 11. 200, 690, 970. See the partidpb' 
an in 1. 993. knife f B, 

_ 1. 720 haaarde A auie C myne A 721 b^lrai^ A trustlfl 

mC friende A Frend C. W2 Itatli AC disclosdi; C. 7-23 iotrMl 

Tii fcinge A senda AC. 725 sende A nowe A aucho A , 

' Ijnes A. 726 niee A Til cine 1,-yeuve C- 72R all I at ^Ift ' 

731 rewarde A. 732 pais A worthi« A pryce A. 784 ftaii' 

treato] entreats A introni C sendo A prnie A. 795 y eel den < 

tbrote C. 73ii valinunt ,1 mind a 789 Than ^ s." ' ' '"*■' 

)poleleB C. 7J1 maye A. 




a A seode A. UfL 
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FEBREX A.SD PORRKX. 




Lo. Iiere the end of these two youthful kinga, 
The father's death, the ruine of thnr realmee. 
"O most vuhappy state of counaellers, 
"That light on ao vnhappy lordes aod times, iis 
"That neither can their good aduiac bG heard, 
"Yet muat they boare the blames of ill aucceaae". 
But I will to the king their father haste, '' ■' , ' '' 
Ere this miachiefe come to the likely end, 

I That if the mindfull wrath of wrekefuU Ooda, ;m 
Since mightie Ilions fall not yet appeased . . ■ 

"With theae poore remnantes of the Trnian name, \ ' ^ 
Haue not determined by vumoued fate 
Out of this reaimo to rase the Brittiaho line, 
By good aduise, by awe of fathers name. isb 

By force of wiser lordes, this kindled hate 
May yet be quentched, ere it consume us all. 

Chohus. 
When youth not bridled with a guiding stay 

Ih left to randon of their owne delight, 
And welds whole renlmes, by force of soueraign '^'^ 
sway, 
Great is the daunger of vcmaistred might, 



752 The Trojan jiame. It will he remombered tbat ] 
■ecordiog to O^offr; ot Monmouth, Brute, who fonnded Britain,, 
■wiw greut graDdsoii of ^neas. 

1. 742 Loe A beera C endo A youthfull C. 743 doth A 
IMhns I roifine of their two realmes AC. 744 vnlia[ipie C ooun- 
'■Uliurs J couneelloTsO. 745 vnhappic Lords C. 74ti liarde A. 
:m1 thei A yll A. 748 haste] bast C. 749 miBcheefe C tbs 
''^ ■ AC enda AC. 750 inindi^fiill A 752 remnant AC Troiana 

753 determitiedlie A determinedly Tnmooued C 754 race 
tutmh AC 757 msye A quencht C. 768 whan A RnyJing 

A. 759 random C, 760 realiuB C aoaerftigOB AC away] 



[VoiLest skilleaae rage throwe downe with headlong 

fall ■ 
Their lands, their states, their Hues, tliom selues 

and al. 

When growing prido doth fill the swelling breat, 
i And gredy lust doth rnyse the climbing niinde, 
Oh hardlie maye the perill be represr, 

Ne feare of angrie Ooddes, ne lawea. kindp, 
He countries care can fiered hartea reatrayne, 
Whan force hath armed eniiie and disdaine. 

710 When kingea of foreHette will neglect the rede 
Of beat adutae, and yelde to pieasing talea 
That do their fansies noysonie humour feede, 

Se reason, nor rcgardc of right auailL''3. 
Succeding heapes of plagues ahatl teach, to late, 
vb To learne the mischtefes of niiaguided state. 



Fowle fall the traitour false, that vnderraines 
The loue of brethren to destroye them both. 



rl. 762 akilleeee, 
767 frinde, B. 
770 Fore sette, 
adfiae, oounBol. 
772 noisome, hurtful, diBgustaDfr. 
"Dm seeing tlieae effects will be 
Boih noisomo and infiictiDua." CTmbelino, Act i; 
ac. 6, 1. 25; 

'Foul breath n DoiEonie." Much Ado, T, sc. JI, 1. 5SL 



L 



1. 763 Least C Bkilles A throw C fal A. 763 all AG. 

784 fil A. 785 greeilie C raise AC oljmbjnse A mind C. 768 

hjirdlj mftj C. 767 Gods C. 7li8 eountiifi A Country C fired C 

760 Whpa a 770 Whan A [orc.sat AC w^ll nualect.e A reede O. 

771 reehi (7 pleaaiage A. 772 doo C !anc>e* C- T&t iB^MSi,(l, * 

774 Saaaediage A Hnoceodiiig C leachi A t-oo C, Tib niw^'j- 

aiage ^ mJagtiidin^ C. 777 BreHiteoo A icawo^ C Vn'Cna A. 
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"Wo to the prince, that, pliant eare enclynes, 
And yeldes his mind to poysonous tale, that 
floweth 
Prom flattering mouth. And woe to wretched land 78o 
That wastes it selfe with ciuil sworde in hand. 
Loe thus it is, poyson in golde to take, ^ 

And holsome drinke in homely cuppe forsakcy/ 



END OF THE SECOND ACT. 



i6 

C. 

c 

Tjf wholesome C, 



,- 1. 778 Woe pliaunt inclines C. 779 yeelds C minde AC 

;| ^isonoua C. 780 flattery nge A yiq A Uxid. C. 'l^V ^^^^ ^^ 
geiajll A ciaiU C sword C hande AC. 1*^^ ^q\%^tl C ^^ 



46 FERRBX AND PORREX. [ACT in. 



THE ORDER AND SIGNIFICATION 
OF THE DOMME SHEWE BEFORE THE THIRDE ACT. 

Firste the mmicke of flutes began to playe, during 
which came in vpon the stage a company of 

6 mourners all clad in blacke betokening death and 
sorowe to ensue vpon the ill-aduised misgoiwrne* 
ment and discention of bretherne, as befell vpon 
the murder of Ferrex by his yonger brother. 
After the mourners had passed thryse about the 

10 stage, they departed, and than the musicke ceased. 



ACTUS TERTIUS. 8CENA PRIMA. 



[Diiij] GORBODUC. EUBULUS. AROStUS.* 



f 



1 •• ' 



GORBODUC. 

cruel fates, mindful wrath of Goddes, 
786 Whose vengeance, neither Simois stayned sttcames 

^ Flouing with bloud of Troian princes slaine, 
. X Nor Phrygian fieldes made ranck with corpseai dead 

Of Asian kynges and lordes, can yet appease, 



]. 7 murderer B. 

* In the original, the names of Philander and Nuntius are 
set here, instead of in their proper entries, after lines 841 and 937. 

1. 2 dumbe third Acte C. 3 First mnsike C Fluites AC 
beganne C play C. 4 vppon C companye A companie C, 5 b^ 
tokeninge A sorrowe C. 6 yll A, 7 Brethren C. 9 thrise <Z 
10 thei A then C ceased ] caused A. 

J. 784 Cruell AC mindfull AC Gods C, 785 streined 
786 Flowing AC blood AC, Iftl ^eUft C xm^U A. 788 kii 
O Lords a 




I 



BC L] FEBBEX AND POBREX. f ,;. Ct ' ^^ 

Ife slaughter of vnhappie Pryaras race. 
Nor Dion^s fall made leuell with the soile, \ 7w 
Can yet suffice: hut still coutinued rage 
Pursues our lyues, and From the farthest seas 
Doth chase the issues of destroyed Troye. 
/"Oh, no man happie, till his ende be seene". 
^T£ auy flowing wealth and seerayng ioye 796 

In present yeres might make a happy wight, 
Happie was Hecuba, the wofuUest wretch 
That euer lyued to make a myrrour of, 
And happie Pryam, with his noble sonnes. 
And happie I, till nowe alas I see soo 

And feele my most vnhappye wretchednesse. 
Beholde my lordes, read ye this letter here. 
Loe it conteins the mine of our realme^ 
If timelie speede prouide not hastie helpe. 
Yet O ye Goddes, if euer wofull kyng sos 

Might moue ye kings of kinges, wreke it on me 
And on my sonnes, not on this giltlesse realme^ 
Send down your wasting flames from wrathful skies. 
To reue me and my sonnes the hatefuU breath. 






1. 790 soile. B, 797 Hecuba the B. 805 fO ye Goddes). 

808 frO B, 809 To reave, to rob, to deprive; the verb takes 
indirect as well as direct object, of. bereft, 1. 634. 

"Though no part of his worth to reave him." 

Heywood, Troia Britanica. 1609. 
1. 798 Myrrour, show, exemplar. Used with this sense in 
Shakespeare, Hen. V, 2, Chor. 6, and in the titles of several 
early books, as "Mirrour of Justices", „Mirrour of Princely 
Deedes", 1598, etc. 

1. 791 suffise a 792 Pursue AC lines C. 793 Dooth C 
ohast AC distroyed A destroie.l Troy C. 794 tyll A end C. 
795 flowyng A set^mynge A ioy C. 796 yeeres C happie C. 797 
Wretche A. 798 lined C mirrour C, 801 vnhappie AC wret- 
Ohednes AC. 802 Behold C I.ords C reade A lieere C. 803 
Lo C conteines AC ruyn(3 A our ] this C. 804 timely speed C 
liastie A. 805 Gods C kynge A king C. 806 ye] you AC 
Wreake C 807 eriltles AC. 808 sende A downe C wrathfuU C. 

809 reaue C hateful A. 




' FERREX AHD POREEX. 

810 Head, read my lordes: tbia is the matter wi^ 
I called ye nowe to haue your good adujse. 

The letter from Dokdab, the Counaettour uf the 
elder prince. 

EuflULrs readelh the letter. 
My Boueraigoe lord, what I am loth to write, 
But lothest am to see, that I am forced 
By letters nowe to make you vnderatande. 
i My lord Ferrex your eldest aoDne niialedde 
By tvaitoroua fraude of yong vatempred wittea, 
Aaaembleth force agaynst your yonger sonne, 
Ne can my counsell yot withdrawe the heate 
And furyous panges of hya enflamed head. 
^0 Disdains (eayth he) of his diaheritance ^_ 

Armea him to wreke the great t^retejided wroii^| 
With ciuyll sword vpon his brothers life. ^^k 
If present helpe do not restraine this rage, ^| 
This flame will wast your sonnea, your land, 
and you. 

gtyur niaieatiea /aithfull and most 

humble Hubiecl DorDj^ 

Arobtus. 

Bii5 king, sppeaae your griefe and atay your plaj 
Great ia the matter, and a wofull case. 
But timely knowledge may bring timely helpi 
Sende for them both vnto your presence hetl 



1. I 



) Pretended, i. e. offered, put forth. 
811 adui 



I. 810 roade^ wliic 
814 Letsra C now C vndersinod C. 815 mislead AC. 
toTOus fraiiiie] 'ruilours friimdo AC yoong C. 817 B^ftinst i 
joontrer C. 818 withdraw C 819 furious pBagB C his M 
'iiSamod C. 820 naieth A anitli C inlieritounce AC. 821 wroni 
t 8S2 swoord C. 823 -1"0 C, 8i4 waslii C axfc«M« A. « 
_ -iefe A ffreeh C stau- A. &n mwj^ A \st™%h A iKma, 
aatiljr c help AC. 828 Rcmd C \ieevB C 



ac 1.3 FERBEX AND PORREX. 49 

The reuerence of your honour, age, and state, 

Your graae aduice, the awe of fathers name, sso 

Shall quicklie knit agayne this broken peace. 

And if in either of my lordes your sonnes, 

Be sQche vntamed and vnyelding pride* 

As ^11 not bende vnto your noble bests: 

If Ferrex the elder sonne can beare no peere, s35 

Or Porrex not content, aspires to more 

^Ki) Than you him gaue aboue his natiue right; 

Joyne with the iuster side, so shall you force 

Them to agree, and holde the lande in stay. 

EUBULUS. 

What meaneth this? Loe yonder comes in hast s^o 
Philander from my lord your yonger sonne. 

[Enter PHiLATia)ER,7 

GORBODUC. 

The Goddes sonde ioyfull newes. 

PmLANDER. 

The mightie Joue 
Preseme your maiestie, noble king. 

GORBODUC. 

Philander^ welcome: but how doth my son? 

PmLANDER. 

Your sonne, sir, lyues, and healthie I him left. 845 
But yet (0 king) the want of lustfull health 



]. 834 Heats, commands. 

**0 my father 
I baTe broke your best to say so". 

Tempest III, so. 1, 1. 87. 

1. 880 aduise A, 831 quickelie A quickly C agfaino AC 
le A. 883 vnyeelding C. 834 bend C hestes AC. 887 
ken AC. 889 ataie A. 840 haste C. %^1 Qio^^ C ^\^ Vviw^^. A. 
dooth C Bonne AC. 846 Hues C. B4tt VVii^^ A "Otv^X'Cc^^ AC 

Magi. Sprach' und IJt.-Denkm. 1. ^ 
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FERUEX A.ST) PORHEX. 



Could not be halfe ao griefefull to your gmoe, 
As these moat wretched tidyages that I bryng. 



heauens, yet mora? not endo of woes to meP 



> Tyndar, king, came lately from the court 
Of Ferrex, to my lord your yonger aonne, 
And made reporte of great prepared store 
For warre, and aayth that it is wholly ment 
Agayiist Porrex, for high disdayne that he 

> Lv ues now a king and egall in degree 
With him, tliat claimeth to auccede the whole, 
Aa by due title of discunding right. 
Porrex is nowe bo set on flaming fire; 
Parteiy with kindled rage of cruell wrath, 

> Parteiy with hope to gaine a realme thereby, 
That he in haat prepareth to iouade 
His brothers land, and with vnkindely warre 
Threatens the murder of your elder aonne, 
He could I him perswade that first he should 

• Send to his brother to demauude the cause, i 

Nor yet to you to stale this hatefuU strife. , 

y-} Wherfore sithe there no more I can be hearde^j 
I come ray selfe now to enforme your grace, i 
And to beseche you, as you loue the life 
870 And safetie of your children and your reaime, 
Now to employ your wisdome and your foroe 
To stay this miacfaiefe ere it be to late. ! 

1. 847 half A greefefull C. 848 tidingea C brynge 4l 
brinff C. 849 no end AC. 850 Courta AC. 8ol Lorde Ai' 
853 For] Of AC Bailli AC whollie A. 834 Aguinat AG UghoA 
disdaine AC. 855 Liues C nowe A kfngo A. 856 auaoOMle C* 
857 diHcendinge A. 85S now C flaiaynge A Ser C. 
A. 860 th^rby AC. 861 liaato AC. 862 lande A. 
'. 38.J aende A. 866 staj A this] his AC. 867 sith C hu 
heard O. 868 nowe A. Slltt beaeBtVe C WbU A. SIN. W~ 
ewploie A. 872 ataie A Btayo C m\Bo\ieete C to 



FEKREX AND POBRF.X. 



GOHBODlIf. 



1 



Ajb they in armes? would he not sende to mo? 

Is this the honour of a fathers name? 

In vaine we trauaile to aaswage their niindea, 

As if thoir hartes, whume neither brothera loue, 

"Sot fathers awe, nor Idngdomes carea, can mouo, 

Our oonnsels couid withdraw from raging heat, 

loue slay them both, and end the cursed line.-' 

For though perhappea feare of such mightie force sau 

As I my lordes, ioyned with your noble aides, ^ i -. ^* 

Maye yet raise, shall reprcsse their present heate,'^p^^ 

The secret grudge and malice will, remnyne, lV^ f,ja-*^ 

The fire not quenched, but kept in close restraint," i'"^ ^^ 

Fedde still within, breakes forth with double flame, hbb. 

Their death and myne must peaze the angrie Gods. 



Xelde not, king, so much to wcake dispeire. 
Your sonnes yet lyue, and long I truat, they shall. 
If fates had taken you from earthly life. 
Before beginning of this ciuyll strife: i 

Perhaps your sonnes in their vnraaistered youth, 
Loose from regavde of any lyuing wight, 
"Would runne on headlong, with vnbridled rage, 
"Ito their owno death, and ruine of this realms. 



1. 875 Ansuiffc, sofU'n. "Tlio good goils naau 
tf", CorrolBTias V, «c. 2, 1. 83. 
t.866 Peaze, apprase. 
1 .694 danth B. 

L 873 thai A Bond C to ] for AC. 877 ohvb A. 878 coan- 

Kwithdrnwe AC ragjnK A heaie C. 87!) Hirvye AG onde J 

680 pfCliapB C michty C euohe A. 881 Lords A. 885 

mireBgo ] expregse C. 883 Bocrete A niiilyae A remaim 

i fiar G qoeniched A rnstrainte C. 8S6 Foad A Fed C ^ 

I' foortli C. 881! mine AC pease C anury C- 887 Teeia*" 

-'^r A diapaira C. B88 liuo C. 881) Tf A. 8*1 begynniii -* 

S Lofe AC Ijujnt: AC. 893 'VfoUa tuwivc AVw^SMb 
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FERREX aSD PORKEX. [A 

But sith the Gods, that haue the care for kinges, 
Of thinges and times dispose the order so. 
That in your life this kindled flame breakcs forth, 
While yet your lyfe, your Kisdome* and yOB 

power- 
May stay the giowtug mischiefe. and represae 
The fierie blaze of their inkindled heate: 
■ gi It scemes, and so ye ought to deime there^ 
That louyug louc hath tempted so the time 
Of this debate to happen in your dayea, ] 

That you yet lyuing may the same nppeaze, 
And adde it to the glory of your latter Bge, 
And they [y]ou'r Bonnes may lenme to liuc in peaeff* 
Beware (O king) the greatest hanue of all, 
.Leatby your waylefull plaints your hastened death 
JTelde larger roume uuto their growing rage. 
Preserue your life, the onely hope of stay. 
And if your highnes herein liat to vae 
Wisdorae or force, eounsell or knightly aide: 
Loe we, our peraons, powers and lyiiea are yours. 
Use us tyll death, king, we are your owne. 



915 Loe here the perill that was erst foresene, 
When you, (0 king) did 6rit duuide jour lande, 
And yelde your present rcigne vnto your sonncs, 
But now (^O noble priuee) now is no time 

I. »9o kingea. B. ^^| 

898 power. B- ^H 

m sonnes B. ^^ 

I. S9S lifs AC. 8t)9 maye staie A miBcheefe C. QOO 
I Jterj C vnkindled C. 901 (herof AC. 902 touin^ C. 003 lUm 
, JC. 904 lining C lyajnge A mayo A. 905 Rlorie A. 90B yom 
iC maye A. 907 kynge A. 90» Least C vayMni A waUeftdl 
909 Teelde C roorao C stov/jb-^b A. PIO lyfe A mlj C 

„.„ .- - „.. .,„ ^ g,g j|^ 

917 jetHU, 



911 haerin C. 913 liuea C 1)|4 lill 
reaaeoe C. 918 heere C rareaeeao C. 916 Lani] 
9ia nowe A. 



8C. 1.3 FERREX AND PORREX. 53 

To waile and plaine, and wast your wofull life. 
Now is the time for present good aduise. 920 

Sorow doth darke the iudgement of the wytte. 
"The hart vnbroken, and the courage free 
"From feble faintnesse of bootelesse despeire, 
''Doth either ryse to safetie or renowme 
''By noble valure of vnuanquisht minde, 925 

''Or yet doth perishe in more happy sort." 
Your grace may send to either of your sonnes 
Some one both wise and noble personage, 
Which with good counsell and with weightie name, 
Of father, shall present before their eyes 930 

Your best, your life, your safetie and their owne. 
The present mischiefe of their deadly strife. 
And in the while, assemble you the force 
Which your commaundement and the spedy hast 
[vo] Of all my lordes here present can prepare. 935 
The terrour of your mightie power shall stay 
The rage of both, or yet of one at lest. 

[Enter] Nuntius. 

O king the greatest griefe that euer prince dyd 

heare, 
That euer wofull messenger did tell. 
That euer wretched lande hath sene before, 940 



1. 91 9 Compare with this Chauoer's line 

*'And let him care, and wepe, and wringe, and waile'* 

Clerkes Tale, last line. 
922 vnbroken B, 

1. 919 wayle A lyfe A waste C. 920 nowe A aduice C 
^1 sorowe A Sorrow C dooth C wit C. 923 feeble C faintnes 
A faintenes C booteles AC dispaier A dispaire C 924 rise C 
renowne A. 925 valour C vnuanquisshed A vnuanquished C, 
926 dooth C, perrish C happie sorte AC. 927 maye sonde 
A. 929 counsel A councell C weightye C, 931 liefe A, 932 
misoheefe C deadlie A, 934 Whiche A spedie A speedy C baste 
C, 935 heere C, 936 mighty C steye A staye C. 937 \i<i<.\sA 
ui least a 933 greefe C here A. ?>40 \wr^ AC ^^«tL^ AC, 



?a»*-lfe! 



I bryng to you. Porrex your yonger Honnefl 
With Boden force inuaded hath the lande 
That you to Ferrex did allotto to rule, 
And with his owne most bloudy hand he hath 
Mb His brother Blaine, and doth poaBOese bis roalme. 

heaueiiB aend down the flamoa of your reuenge, 
Destroy I say with flash of wrekefuU fier 
The traitour sonne, and then the wretched aire, 
But let va go, that yut perhappea I umy 
BW Die with renenge, and peaxe the hatefull gods. 

The lust of kingdome knowes no sacred faith, 

No rule of reason, no regarde of right, 
Ho kiodely loue, no feare of heauens wrath. 

But witJi contempt of Goddca, and mans despite, 
3» Through blodie slaughter doth prepare the waiea 

To fatall Bcepter and accursed reigne. 
The Sonne so lothes the fathers lingering daies, 

Ne dreades his hand in brothers hlode to ataine 

I. 942 foroe, B. 

* The Btonzas in lliis Chor 

1. 950 HaUfull gods, i 
IjDwardit me". The modern i 
'f 1. 1245) eonveja the oppos 
955 alHUghier, B. 
ffifl Becitrde, remember, recall. 

"I thank jou, princes, for my dnughter'R ileath; , 
B , , Beoord it wilL jour hiiih imd worth j deeds." 
^•'i ivH ' Muoh Ado. Act V, SI. i. I. 278. ' 

1. 941 brynge A brinit C. 942 mMen C land C. 94& 
botte C. 944 bloudie haaiie A. 945 douth C. 947 Deutroti 
% snie A flaeshc A wreabefull C. tl48 than J. 949 f;o» i 
Mrhnps C mnye A. 950 Dye C. 951 kingdom's AC faith* , 
^ kinJIie trralhe J. 954 Goda C, 9,i5 hloodye C dooll^w 
s t' loatbea C lingerjnga A \i!igt\!i^ C. 'Jiift WanCia 



)t sepanitQ in anj of 

B. 'the K0i3a who nro full of hatS 
B of Che word (ulso t'ouii'I here. a. 
i sense, y'u. that ''I hnto the gods". 
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wrefohed pnDce, ue doest tliou yet reoorde 

Tlio yet fresh murthers done within the laade wo 
Of thy forefathers, when the oruell aworde 
Bereft Morgnn his hfe with cosyns handP 
Thus fatall plagues pursue the giltio race:, 
Whoge mut'dei'oua band, imbrued with gittloaae 
blood, 
Askca vengeaunce still before the heauens face, fla^ 

With endlease niischiefes on the cursed broode. 
IE i(j] The wiclted childe thus bringes to wofull sire 
The mouinefull plaintca, to wast his very life. 
TbuB do the cruell flami-a of ciuyll tier 

Desttroy the parted reigne with hatefuti strife, wd 
And hencedothapring tliewell from which doth flow 
The dead black streainea of mourning, plaints 
and woe, 



. 069 dooft C. tien freaaliQ A doone C Inndfl C. 9fil 

rd C. 963 lipfe A ToitinB C liniide A. 963 gnillie 

9&J gililea AC hUmi! C, 965 verrgeanee C still otmlUd in 

""U eudles AC broort C. 967 child C thuB ] thin AC brings 

afer A. 968 ptainis C vei-y | wory A weary C. 969 doo 

"1 fire C. 970 Dpatroye A. 971 doolh C dooth floo C flo 

972 blacks xlrcaniHC niourDitigs AC 



THE ORDER AND SIGNIFICATION 
OF THE UOMMK SHEW BEFORE THE FOURTH ACT. 

First the musick of Howboies began to plate, during 
which there came from vnder the stage, as 
though out of hell three furies, Alecto, Megera, 
and Ctesiphone, clad in black garmentes sprink- 
led teith blond and jftames, their bodies girt with 
siuikes, their heds spred with serpejites in stead 
of heare, the one bearing in her hand a Snake, 
I the other a tchip, and the third a burnitig Ftrt- 
brand: ech driulng before them a king and a 
quelle, which, moued by furies vnnaturally had 
slaine their owne children. Tlte names of the 
kings and queenes were these, Tantalus, MedeOf 

> Athamas, Ino, Cambiaes, Althea; after that £ft« 
furies and these had passed about the 3tag$ 
thrise, they departed and than the musivke ceased. 
Hereby was signified the vnnaturall murders to 
follow, that is t\> say, Porrex slaine by his oiene 

> mother, and of king Gorboduc and queenc Viden, 
killed by their owne subiectes. 



1. 1 begs if. 

3 Howboies, Fr. haatbois, hautbo; a wind inatrumeiit 
Bounded thi'ough a reed, with tbree pieces besides. Tbe atioient 
Englitih name was vft^ys^lti wbich benanis transferred to the 
men who plityud it. Hftay towns in former times kept tiieir waiti - 
or pipers, who provided muitic at llie public expenne; money p&id 



old 11 



1 the "to wo waits" often appe 
I'via,.}^ ceused : hereby ABC. 

19 e»y. AB 20 mother. And ABC. 



laicipal accounts. 



1. 2 daraba C shewe AC Acte AC. 
boies AC plnje C ituringe A 4 whiche A c 
a b tboiighe A. 6 blaoke frarmonts AC 
■^ aerpoDta AC stande A stfled C hawe C. 
10 ihirde A Ji'irebrande A eohe AC driviym, 
^Bge A whicbe A moouud C. 12 vtiuaturBW^B A. 
-* le then C muaike C Heeteby C. W loXiuNiB AC *«» *. 





FBRRKX AND PORREX. 



ACTUS QUARTD9. 8CENA PRIMA. 



Wby should I lyue, and linger forth my tirao 
In longer life to double my diatrease? 
O me moat wofull wight, whom no miahappe, 
C'v^jLong ere this day could haue bcreued hence. 
Jiflought not these handes by fortune, or by fate, 
l3aue perst this breat, and life with iron reft? 
CDr in this palace here, where I ao long 
^^Eaue apent my daiea, could not thai happio houre t 
CDnce, once haue hapt in which these hugie frames 
""With death by fall might haue oppreaaed meP 
^3r should not tliia most hard and cruell aoile. 
So oft where 1 haue preat my wretched atepa, 
Sometime had ruthe of myno accuraed life, 
To reode in twajTie, [and] swallow me therin? 
So had my bonea posaesaed now in poaeo 
M?heir liappic graue within the closed grounde, 
-And grcadie wormea had gnawen this pyned hart 
"VVithout my feeling payner ao should not now 
This lyuing hrest remayne the ruthefull tonibo, 



To. 110 T". See also 



I the words liappie aa<i hapl, i. e. 
, oome". Hugie, for huto, ''tlie liugie 
tei, SackaTi lie's Induction, ed. 16T1, 



) Pined, grieved: pine, grief or sorrow. 

1, 973 lioe C Ijngar A foorth C. 974 liefo A 975 

, »06 a whome AC miahaji AC. 978 Lonjje A Haie A beroauod C. 

977 MiKht C, 978 penrst C. 97!) pallaiae A pallace C longa 

■"■ 981 oiiBs, ones A 983 aoylu C. 986 somatjnie A some- 

I btnea C rath C liefo A. B86 rand C twaine C and AC not in 

I B swallowB ,1 therein C. fl87 nowa A. iW8 ground C. 989 

f fPOodiQ C ijnavrne C. 990 feolyrso A paiiia AC sliulde A nowe 

t lyoynge A liaing C ramaina C ruihfull C. 



FEBBSX AKD POBREX. 

Wlierin my hart yelden to death is graued: 
Nor driery thoughts, with pangea of pining griel 
My doleful! miDde had not afflicted thus. 
i my beloued aonne: my swete chUde, 
My deare Ferrex, my ioye, my lyuea delygh^ 
la my beloued bddqo, is my sweete ohUde, , 
My deare Ferrex, my ioye, my lyues deligh^ 
Murdered with cruell death? hateful! wretcl 
) heynouB traitour both to heanen and eart 
Thou Porrex, thou tiiis damned dede hat 

wrought, 
Thou Porrex, thou shalt dearely bye the s 
Traito.ui' to Idnne and kinde, to aire aod ma, \ 
To thine owne fleshe, and traitour to thy seliM 

' lOOE The Gods od thee in hel! shall wrelie their wraH^, 
And here in earth thia hand shall take reuenge, 
On thee Porrex, thou false and caitife wight. 
If after bloud ao eigre were thy thirst. 
And murderous minde had so possessed thee, 

, JMO If such hard liurt of rocke and atonie i^int 
[E iiy] Line in thy brest, that nothing els could like 
Thy cruell tyrantea thought hut death and bloud: 
"Wilde aauage beasts, raought not their slaughter 



1. 998 delight, B. 

1002 Si/e, shortened form of abyp, to pay for, mako ameods 
L S. abicganj. 

lOOfl reuenga, B. 

1008 blond, B. Eigre, oagor; fltmrp, sour (Fr. aigre). 

1, 992 Wherein C yeelden A. 993 panga C. 994 raind 
hath C. 995 sweet child C. 996 ioy C Hues A delight Aa 
997 bolouBciJwelbeloued AC sweet child C. 99ft ioy C Uom , 
a 999 Murdred C wretnha A. lOOO huinoim C trajtour jL 
botbe A. 1001 dfied C. 1002 bye ] abye AC. KXM thyn* 
aesabe A Bmh C. 1006 the A wtedVo C. \«* VeM« C, — — ' 
thee J the A oajf/fe A. 1008 bloA* A w^ct 0- \Wfii -n. 
lOWauebfi A. mil ivupd A Uued C eWea A- Wft V 

1013 W'ilde AC •ai\'ga\ C tVewA^"*** *&■■ 



"^ Woode 



To fede thy gredie will, and in the niidtleBt 
Of their eutrailes to staioe thy deadly liaodes 
"With btoud deeerued, and drinks therpof thy fillP 
Or if nought ela but death and blond of man 
Mought please thy luat, could none in Hrittaine land, 
"Whose hart betorne out of his panting brest 
W ith thine owne hand, or worke what death thou 

wouldest, 
8uf6ce to make a sacrifice to peaze , 

[That deadly minde and murderous thought in thee, }M 
But he who in the selfesanie worabe was wrapped, ' 
TA'here thou in dismall hower receiuedst life? 
Or if nedes, nedes, thy hand must slaughter make, 
Moughtest thou not haue reached a mortall wound. 
And with thy sword haue pearsed this cursed ( 

womhe 
i^hat the accursed Porrex brought to light, 
• And geuen rae a iuat reward therefore? 
'So Ferrex yet sweete life mought haue enioyed, ' 
' And to hifl aged father comfort brought. 
I ^ith some yong sonne in whom they both might 
line. 
But whereunto waste I this ruthfuU apeche, 
To thee that bant thy brothers bloud thus shed? 
^Shall 1 still thinke that from this worabe thou ' 
aprong? 



. !flI4 fecie C Kreedy C mjddoBt A. 1015 deadlie _ 
rim6 blodfi A blood C therof fyll A. lOlT blood C. 1018 might 
I C Bfjltni'i A Britaine C. 1019 punli»g ] louyn^ A loiiing C, 
V 1090 own C works A waldest A wKuldst C. 1021 Sufflao C 
P«mteHie A Hppunae C. 1023 di^nillie A tbEoltba A. 1D2S 
I tBlf A. 1034 bourn C. 1035 oi>ed^s C ilij](hia A this C 
itlmiBht C. 102fl Mighlcst C rcacht C. 10-37 aworde A 
I perBfld A pieial C womb A- 10^« \^aV\ A. \Wia ^«^ C 
r rewardo therfuro A. 103(1 yet 1 it AC awclft A i-soWi C. ^SS.V 
F ai0ht a mm Mhoroe C thci A. \«3a fta-^t A im'Ci.A^^. A. 
i the A laS^ Btil thinke A womb A s^toqq^ f- 



lACT IT. 

That I tbee bare? or lake thee for ray sonnef 
No tmitour, DO. I thee refuse for miite, 
Murderer I thee renounce, thou art not mine. 
Nener, wretch, this wombc conceincd thee, 

I Nor newer bode 1 painful] throwes for ihee. 
Changeling to mo tliou art, and not my childe, 
Nor to no wight, that sparbe of pitie knew. 
Ruthelesse, vnkinde, monster of n^itnres worke, 
Thou neuer auckt the milke of womans breat, 

• But from thy birth the cruell Tigers teatea 
[Ve] Haue nursed thee, nor yet of fleshe and blood 
Pormde is thy hart, but of hard iron wrought; 
And wilde and desert woods bredde thee to life. 
But canst thou hope to acape my iust reuenge? 
WW Or that these handea will not be wrooke on thee? 
Doeat thou not know that Ferrex mother liues, 
That ioued him more dearly than her selfe? 
And doth she line, and is not venged on thee? 



1. lOil Chaugeling. Vidt 
her real soo nnd that the Po 
fairj child left So hia slead. Spenaer aaya 

"From ihence a fairy thoe unwoeting reft, 
There as thou slepst in tender Kwudling band 
And her baae elfin brood there, for ihee, left: 
Such, men do chaungeling'e call, so chaua^cd 

Fairie Queeo I, i 



by fairies theft. 



:, 65. 



I. 1037 Traytoor A tbe-X 1039 wretche A conoened A. 

■lOlO painefull C. 1041 Chaungelin;; C. 1042 p:ri>e A pitUa 

"1 kiiewe AC. 1043 Ruthelea A Hulhles C vokiad C. 1U44 

' aaokte A breaste A. 1(145 Ti^res AC aesshe A fleah C 

M6 Ibee (m»Ued in AC. 1048 breade A bred C lyte A. lOM 

indea C wrooke] wrekte C. 1051 Dooest C knowe AC lyuw 

1052 dearelie A dearely C then A. 1053 dootli C lyno A. 



fla II.] FERREX AND PORREX. 61 



ACTUS QUARTUS. 8CENA SECUNDA. 

GORBODUC. AROSTUS.* 

GORBODUC. 

We marvell much wherto this lingring^^y^ 

Falles out 'SO long: Porrex vnto our court 105& 

By order of our letters is returned, 

And Euhtdus receaued from vs by hest, 

At his arrivall here, to geue him charge 

Before our presence straight to make repaire, 

And yet we haue no worde whereof he stayes. loea 

Arostus. 
Lo where he commes and Euhulus with him. 

[Enter Eubulus and PorrexJ 

EUBULUS. 

According to your highnesse hest to me. 

Here haue I Porrex brought euen in such sort 

As from his weried horse he did alight. 

For that your grace did will such hast therein, loe^ 

GORBODUC. 

We like and praise this spedy will in you, 






• In the original, the names of Eubulus, Porrex and Mar^ 
cells, are also placed here, instead of at their proper entries. 

1. 1054 Stay is used in this <act in the sense of dela^, see ^ 

11. 1060, lOfiftK etc. In the previous acts it usually signifies sup^ y '^ 
pwtf jfittnnesa or restraint see 1. 195, 201 ; except 11. 825, 872, 899. 

1. 1054 marueyle A meruaile C muche A whereto C linge- 
ryng A lingering C staie AC. 1055 courte A. 1056 retour- 
ned A. J057 receyued A receiued C. 1058 arriiiall C giue C 
1059 streight AC. 1060 have ] heare C word C wherof A stales 
AC, 1061 loe A comes C hym A. 1062 accordynge A highnes 
uda 1063 Heerc C suche A. 10^ N^eatV^^ C ^Xx^^.'s. X. >^i5^ 
eaobe A, 1066 spedie wyll A speftdle C. 



FEBREX AND POBRI 



To worke the thing that to jo 
[Tu ForrbkJ 




Porrex, if we so farre Bbould swarue from kinde, 
And from those boundca which lawe of nature ael 
As thou haat done by vile and wretched deeds, 

liujo In cruell murder of thy brotiiera life 

Our present hand could stay no longer time, 
But straight should bathe this blade in bloud of 

thee 
[Fj] Asjuat reuenge of thy detested crime. 
No; we should not offend the lawe of kinde, 

^iwo If now this aworde of ours did slay thee here: 
For thou hast murdered him, whose heinous death 
Euea natures force doth inoue vs to reuenge 
By bloud againe; and iustice foreeth vs 
To measure death for death, thy due desert. 

■■1080 Yet sithena thou art our ehilde, and sith as yet 
In this hard case what worde thou canst alledge 
For thy defence, by va hath not bene heard, 
We are content to staye our will for that 
Which iusfice biddes ts preaontly to worke, 
10B9 iu^ geue thee leaue to vso thy speche at full 
If ought thou haue to liiy for thine excuse. 

P OH REX. 

Neither king, I can or will denie 

But that this hand from Ferrex life hath refiCil 



1. 1067 woorke C. 1068 shuldo A. 10 
inndg A la-wee AC. lOTO douns C. 10T3 baoile aoulde 1 
i lenger tyma A. I0T3 straight AC ahuld bath C the A 
IDTa shuld A olfende A. 1076 nowe ' 
e^heereC. I0T8 doath C. 1079 and J but J. lOSO d 
AC. 1081 Bithe A. 1082 hntde A wgrd C. Ift-ta ben A btBt 
C harde A- 10B4 alaie wjll A. 10S5 nhiche A bids C woolkeifl 
^ IlffO giue C the A spoacKe A spoech C. 1087 layo JC.f 
1088 kjag wyll A deny C, 1089 Vaniie A \-sU A ■ 



FBRREX AND i'OREEX. 

Which fact how much my dolefull linrt doth waile, 
Oh would it mought aa full appears to sight, 
As inward griefe doth poure it forth to me. 
So yet perhappea if euer ruthefull hart i 

Uelting in tears within a manly breat. | 

Through depe repentance of his bloudy fact, 1 
If ever griefe, if euer wofull man 1 

Uight nioue regreite with sorrowe of his fault, I 
T. thinke the torment of my moumefull case ) 

Knowen to your grace, as I do feele the same, 
Would force eueu wrath her aelfe to pitie me. 
But aa the water troubled with the mudde 
Shewes not the face which ela the eye should aeo; 
Kuen ao your ireful! minde with stirred thoiight. 
Cannot ao perfectly diaeerne my cause. 
But this vnhappe, amongcst so many happea, 
I must content me with, moat wretched man. 
That to my selfe I must reserue my woe, 
IVo] In pining thoughtea of mine accursed fact, 
Since I may not shewe here my smallest griefe 
Such as it is. and as my brest endures, 
'Which I esteeme the greatest miaerie 
"if all miaaehappes that fortune now can send. 
that I rest in hope with plaint and tearea 

. 1090, 1095 FikC, a bad deed or aotion, the ord 
I. of the word at thiq dato. Sao 1. GOd note. 
) 1109 Bee. B. 

lIOo heap 08 B. 
I 1112 Bead, B. 

I 1090 doleful A. 1092 inwarde A gfoefe C dooth ( 
■e A foorth C. 1093 perliaps C. 109-1 tearsB AC manllB A 
Irenst AC. 1096 Tliroughe A deepe C repentaunce A bioudie 
Wwte A. ma ffreBfe C men C. 1097 Borowe A aorrow C 
J.feolto C. 1099 doo C. 1100 woulde A pytio A piltie C mee C 
^1102 whinbe A shulde A. 1105 rjihupe C amongat A liappesj 
l.tl«Hpee AC. 1107 resBrue] referee AC. 1108 pynjnga thoiighta 
I Jl mjna A facte A. 1109 Sitbens A Bitbence C heore C greefe C. 
I 1310 breast AC. IIIl Whieho A eaVeme A nv^ftefvo A. VOa 
fmhbMppes AC aov/B A aende A. UV3 v'^aWVd AC. 



FERKf-X AKD POBBEX. 



To purchase life: for to (he Ooddes I olepe 
H16 For true recorJe of thia my faithfull speche, 
Neiier thia hart shall haue the thoiightfull dread 
To die the death that hy your gracea'domo 
By iust desert, shall be proDOunced to me; 

for nouer shall thia tongue once spend the specli 
ardon to craue, or seeke by sute to Hue. 
meane not this, as though I were noJ touchde 
With care of dreadfull death, or that I helde 
Life in contempt; but that I know, the minde 
Stoupes to no dread, although the Beshe be fraile, 
112B And for ray gilt, T yelde the same so great 
As in my selfe I finde a feare to sue ,.^ ,7'^ 
For graunt of life. 



I In vaine, wretch, thou shewei 

A wofiill hart, Ferrex now liea in graue, 
' Slaine by thy hand. 

PORBKX. 

Yt't thia, O father, hear* 
1130 And then I end. Your majestie well knowea, 
That when ray brother Ferrex and my selfe 
By your owne heat were ioyned in gouernance 
Of thia your graces realme of Briftaine land, 
I neuer sought nor trauailled for the same, 



Cf. ] 



131 



1. U14 To ] 8I10UI1I AC Goda U. 1115 speaolie A speM 
1116 hurie A dn-aiie C. 1117 djo V doome C. \t\ 
Pdesftrte AC Bhalbe AC mee A. 1119 eUbI A tung C onM ' 
. " llhin JC spepoh r;. 1120 lyue ^. 1121 toupbt C. IIS 
Iijfe A knowo A niynde A. 1124 drende A Besh AC IIS 
gilt A guilte C yeelde C. 1126 grftiinle A vajne A wret«l 
^. IJ38 h-rle A DOvia A \^c6 AC. 1129 handed, 1180 tlu 
eade^. ]l3t nhan A. U5-2 gouernannCB A. WM. « " 
""/a -4. 1134 (rauaylled A traunUoA C. 



J 



J selfe, nor by do frenii I wrought, iiaii 
(from your highnesse will alone it spiong, 
tf your moat gracious gooduosse bent to me. 
ut how ray brothers hart euen then repined 
Tith swollen disdains against mine cgall rule, 
_ tj ii Seing that realm, which by diaceut should grow luo 
Wbolly to him, allotted lialfe to me! 
Enen m your bighnesao court he now remaines, 

n d with my brother then in nearest place, 

W^fao can recorde what proofe thereof was ahewde, 
&.nd how my bvotheis enuioua bart appearde. ii« 
Set I that iudged it my part to seeke 
Bia fauour and good will, and loth to make 
"our highnesse know the thing which should 
haue brought 
Grief to your grace, and your offence to him, 
B^oping my earnest eute should soone haue wonne iib> 
A louing hart within a brothers brest, 

ronght in that sort that for a pledge of lotie 
' .&ithFul hart, he gauo to me his hand, 

lade me tbinke, that he had baniaht quite 



example of the repetitroQ of 
3 fraqupiit, when Ihe modern 

nriirnintive" «us aukoown. 

Diere is siill Ihe man in your 
me in my brother's confidence, 
aems to rofor Co Dordan, who 



wrought ill HUch a nay, 



. 1135 This line ia a gao 

■mphosiB formfrly 

that "two De^BtiTeE make i 

114S He nou> remaines, i e. i 
legs' court, v\>a wiia at ihal. lie 
can recall, eto. The "he" bb' 
i Ferrex loyal coiinsel in .\ct I 

1144 recorde, B. 

1145 know, B. 
1162 Wrought in that sort, i. 

nt he gave me bis hand. 

& nor] or AC friend C frenda A. 1136 higlinea AC. 
pronge A Bpning C 1137 goodnpa AC. 1138 hoy- A ihan 
t 1140 realme AC iliflcent AC crowe C. 1141 Whollie A 
Aolj C. 114-2 highnea A Coune C nowe remiiviias A 1143 
"«n C neereet C. 1144 therof AC. 1146 appeerile C. 1146 
arte AC. 1147 lothe A. 11-18 hiifh»e« ki.owe A ehuld. A. 
m,U9 Oroefs C. 1160 hopyng A n\^\\^^ AC »*).\Vft A ^Viv.*. A- 
VW loujage C. JIfp2 sorte AC p\eRilKo A. W^"^ ^«v*S^ 
'"'■ ' ■ JI54 (bink c baniaahed AC. 

und Literiiutdenkfn. 1, 
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FF.REBX AND POBBEX. 

I 11U All raQCOur from his thought and bare to laBm 
Such hartie loue, aa 1 did owe to him. 
But after oace we left your graces court, 
,And from your highness presence liued apai 
(This egall rule Btill. still, did grudge him saj| 

I iiw\Tbatnow those enuious sparkes which erst lay n 
Up liuing cinders of diasembling brest, 
Kindled so fane within his hart disdaiue, 
That longer could ho not refraine from profl 
Of' Becrete practise to depriue me life 
1185 By poysons force, and had bereft me eo, 
If mine owne seruant hired to this fact 
And moued by trouth with hate to worke the ei 
In time had not bewiayed it vnto me. 
Whaa thus I sawe the knot of loue vnknitte 
ii7u All honest league and faithfuU promise bro 
The law of kinde and trouth thus rent in twaiaj 
His hart ou miachiefe set, and in his brest 
Blacke treason hid, then, then did I despeire,! 
That euer time could winne him frend to i 
117S O"] Then saw I how he smiled with slaying 1 
"Wrapped vnder cloke, then saw I depe dec "" 

1. 1160 That note — brest. These two linafl refef | 
ODatom, Btill in nightly use in Bume parts of the Douiitry,'i 
ring up a Bra with ashei or cinders to keep it flliva, T' 
9X6 Boraped or swept together for the purfjoao (AS. 
wrape), the whole procena ia calleil r Icing rhe fire. 

11(14 Practice, sea nota to 1. 5Bfi. 

1108 Bewrayed, diaclosed, divalged. Compare 'Leitp', J 
1, "He did bewray his praatioe." 

1. 1156 Suolie A harty C. 1158 hii^hoes A highn^ 
r.f^artB A. nan iiowe A rnkte C. Il6l lyain« C ill8»em"' 
1.^ 1162 hiu-tea A. 1164 Becreto C mojmy C. 1168 n 
*«aniaunt A. 1167 trouthe A troth C woorke C. 1168 Ia« 
iewruied AC inoe A. 1HJ9 When C vnknii C. 1171 U 
kind A trothe A iroth C. _ 117-2 miaoheefe C. 1173 1. 
dispsier A diapnire C 1W4 ijme oouldc wynne A fM 
Creeod C. 1175 Than sawe howe A auiyled A. 1178 a 
sawe A deepe C. 



TSBKISX AKD FOBRKX. 

Lurk-e in bia face and death prepared for me : 
Suen nature moued me than to holdo luy life 
Ifore deare to me than hia, and bad this hand, 
(Since by bia life my death must nedes euttue, 
A-Dii by his death my life to bo presemed,) 
To shed bia bloud, and aeeke my aafetie so. 
A.iid wiaedome willed me without protract ^' 
In apedie wise to put the eame in vre, 
Tbtis haue I tolde the cause that moued me 
To worke my brothers death; and so I yeld 
l£y life, my death, to iudgement of your grace. 

GOKBODtrC. 

Oil cruel wigbt, should any cauae preuaile 

To make thee ataine thy hands with brothers bloudP 

"^■Ut what of thee we will vesolue to doe, 

yet reinaine vnkoowen: Tbou in the meane 
from our royall preaence hanisht be, 
our princely pleasure furder shall 
ee be abewed. Depart therefore our aigbt 
.iiroursed ohilde. \F.xit Porbex] "What cruel! deetenie, nos ■! 
hat froward fate hath sorted ua this chaunce, 
,Tbat euen in those where we should comfort find, 
here our delight now in our aged dayes 
^h]ould rest and be, euen there our oneW griefe 
Ld dcpcat sorrowes to abridge our life, i 

pyning cares and deadly thoughts do grow! 



1 1. 1184 Ute. S. 
. llSfi dBurh W.A 
riJ95 No slase- 



(0 \. 201. 

in hi (he r» 



t L 1177 mne A. 1178 Ihen C Ivfo A. 1179 deoro C then 

iSfr A. liaO Ijf- A. 1181 l^lH A. 1183 wiadonie AC 

icte A. 1184 apeedy C. 11«« woork C ylde A veelde C. 

m&iU A, 1188 flhuIdH A, IIM9 tTieDjlLe AC hiind«a C 

mk blond C. lltH) iloa C. 1191 Slml A. 1193 bHoyHhed 

BiwSt C 1U)4 (!ia A depaite therlVre J. Ii9n dpstiny? 

llW frowHrda A. WSl slmld A flnd« C. WSft. ■&«-«*- A- 

_Ae. nm Shulde a oneliB A ou\^ C ctotle C- V «fi_ 

.'fCit C llel>! A. 1201 pynyng A ^mw^ C ic>\4.V\B ^ 

Wgrowjgraap AC. 



X !u^^H 



' Tour grace should now in these graue yerea of 

yours, 
Haue found ere this the price of mortall ioyea; 
/ How short they be, how fading here in earth, 
laoB How fall of chaunge, how brittle our estate, 
Of nothing sure, sauo onely of the death. 
To whom both man and all the world doth owe 
Their end at last, neither should natures power 
[p I'Jl In other sort Bgainat your hart preuaile, 
Lisio Than as the naked hand whose stroke aasayes 
The armed breat where force doth light in vaine. 

GoBBODDC. 

Many can yelde right sage and graue aduise 
Of pacient sprite to others wrapped in woe, 
And can in speche both rule and conquere kinde, 
i Who if by proofs they might feele natures force, 
Would shew them selues men as they are in dede, 
Which now wil nedea be gods. But what doth 

means 
The aory chore of her that here doth comeP 

1. 1213 Wrapped in woe. CumpHro iIib line 

''In wajliuff Miii wi^piiig iu woo am I wapped" 
(Y«i'lc tnyBteries, ihe Weinara' Pagpant, Auhburnhani MP. to. 231). 
For the oonneolion in menninff between terap and tcap ges 
H. Wedgwood's 'Etjmological Dioiionary' r. wrap, nnd "Pronip- 
torium Parvuliiruin', v wapiijn, 

1218 Son-g chere, sorrowful counlennnoe or behovioar. 
"With dreadfull eheare", ynekvillo's 'Ii.ducliun' ed. 1571 fo. 107 T'. 

L 1202 aliuld A yeercB C. 1203 fonnde A. 1204 hone 1 

\fA Bhorle AC howe fadyng A heare A heere C. 1206 Howe A 

ehanf^e G howQ A. l^Oti nothjnge A 1207 nbome AC Horlie A 

AC dooih C. 1208 ondn A should] shall AC. 1209 sorle AC I 

liarto A preuayle A. 1210 Then hnuiJe A aMftiee C. IStll I 

breaat .4C dooth C. 1213 jeeldo C gtaao »nd Btige AC adnioa I 

tr ISl4 apsROha A Bpeeoli C. Vilfi "WdU i.^f«e A ftvm i W 1 

rfeede C 1-211 needes C dooth C. \1\% both e\ieoT« \.W^ \w«t* 7 

ooath come C. ' 



T 

i" 



f Enter J Marceli.a. 

Oh where is ruthP or where is pitie dow? 

Whither is gentle hart and mercy fled? i 

Are tbey exiled oat of our atony breatea, 

Neuer to make returneP ia all the world 

Drowned ia bloud, and soncke in crucltie? 

If not in women mercy may be found, 

If not (alae) within the mothers breat, i 

To her owne childe, to her owne fleshe and bloud, 

If ruthe be bauiahed tbence. if pitie there 

May baue no place- if there no gentle hart 

Do Hue and dwell, where ubould we seeke it then? 

GORROIIDO. 

Madame (alas) what nieaues your woful taloi' < 

MABCIiLLA. 

sjllio woman I, why to this houre 
Haue kinde and fortune thus deferred my breath, 
That I nhould Hue to see tbis dolefull dayf 
Will euer wigbt beleue that such hard bart 
Could rest within the cruell mothers brest, ' 

With her owne hand to slay her onely sonne? 
But out (alas)! these eyes bebelde the same, 
They saw the driery sight, and are become 
Most ruthfull recordes of the bloudy fact. 

1. 12-211 wlietber B. 
1231 Silli/. simple-, weak. 

1237 (iilafl) theHB 3. Compare out, aa interjootion 
Bhakegpeare's ."Sonnet 38, and in old Miracle PlajB. 

1. 1219 ruthB AC pytia A pitlio C. 1220 Whethar Aff- 
hftrtfl A mi'i-pia A. 1221 hrt-natu A breastes C. 1222 retounne 
A worlile AC. l-i23 bluode A auticke C. 1224 metoie maje A 
fomide A. 122ri brPSt A 1228 childe A flesshe A flesh C blood J. 
1327 biiniKBh^d A pytie A pittle C. 1228 mnye A harte A. 1229 
iyoe A shuld A ihan A 123(1 Madam C wofnll C. 1231 
■illr C liawre AC. 1232 kind C breathe A. 1238 shuld l.Tue 
A daje AC. 1234 belt^eue C euch hurde hsrie A iSi-io conltla 
A hretiBle A breast C. 12^ handed ti^je AC. 
133Q ruthcfull C bloudie fatiLe A. 



3 sawe C. 



FEBBSX AVD POKSSX. 

. iMo iPorrex (alaa) is by hia mother slai , 

lAnd with her haod, a wofuH thing to tell, 

[Vo] While slumbring on hia carefull bed he restea 

Uis hart atabde in with knife ia reft of life. 

QORBOUtlC. 

Euhulus, oh draw thia sword of oura, 
My And pearco this hart with apeed. hatefull light, 
'. lothaome life, aweete and welcome death. 
Dearo Eubulus, works thia we thee besech. 



Facient your grace, perhappea he liueth yet, 
"With wound receaued, but not of certaine death. 



UORBODOO. 

let ua then repayre vuto the place, 
And Bee if Porrex line, or thus be alaine. 

Mahcella. 
Alae, he liueth not, it ia to true, 
That with these eyea of him a pereleaae prince, 
Sonne to a king, and in the flower of youth, 
12U Euen with a twinke a aenBeleaae Btocke I sa^ 
[Exeunt Oorboduc u»d Kubulub.)* 

1. 1242 Carefidl bed, i. e. bed of cRrps. 
I ; 1244—47. These wenk exclamalions of tha luiBevable fcifl^4 

fecall the rutitiDg cjttculntot; Bpeedi of PTramuB, in whioh | 
Sbukespaare ridioulcfl tlie Romtuon {ilii^e. Midsiimtner Nigbl 
Dream, Aot T, so. 1, 1, 171- 

1. 1240 stayne A. 1241 tbjnge A 1242 alomberinge J 

1-243 stabdo | slaldo AC kme{<i A. 1^44 drawe A Bwordc A < 

Bwoord C. 1245 perce A pierco C spteiie C. 124(1 loalhsoiBe _ 

C liefe A. 1247 Dere A dcero C woorke C beaeohe A besneelM \ 

C. 1248 Pntienl AC perhH|<a C. 1249 wouDde receued ^ re- I' 

aeiunJ C cerUjiia A. 1350 than rupaioi' A repairs C. IS61 I 

if that Porrex AC jiae omitted AC 1253 too C. 1253 aim A I 

peerelea C. 12S5 ocnBCles A 8CnCE\es MoaV, C, I 

• The ong\Da\ does not kWo *>« B^av,^ «"6iiS.\Qiv. Ttx.^ 

Sackville . West makes Oorboduc auA V^ataX^ ?,Q «av atW 






, FIXREX. AKD POI 



IRR&. 



rO damned deede. 



But. heare hya vuthefuU end. 
I The noble prince, pearst with the sodeioe wound, 
I Oat of his wretched aluuiber hastely start, 
I Whose BtreDgth now fayling, straight he ouerthrew, 
■ "When in the fall his eyea euen new vnclosed i 

I Behelde the Queoue, nnd crved to her for helpe. 
I "We then, alas, the ladies wnich that time 
I Did there attend, seing that heynous deede, 
I AJid hearing him oft call the wretched name 
\Oi mother, and to crye to her for aide, i 

Vho ae direfull hand gaue him the mortall wound, 
alaa, (for nought els could we do) 
rutkefuU end, ranne to the wofull bedde. 
lyled straight hia brest, and all we might 
L vaioe with napkitia next at hand, i 

Tie Bodeine streames of btoud that Hushed fast 

i of the gaping wound. O what a looke, 
f iiifl what a ruthefull stedfast eye me thought 
i fixt TpoD my face, which to ray death 



. 1950, bui it scfiDH to me that he wna raeaot to liei 
» Uercella Mr W. O. Slone would place it next a 
135fi itart, past teiiae of Start'. 
1259 Oeer/fii-ew, intrHnBitive. i. e. ffll over, fa 
1'2h7 Pirjine {alasl for B. 
196!) Dispoi), 10 undrc'ss. 

1. 1-250 ilampneil A hi><]thi3 AC endo A. 1^5; perst A 
1 pierst C Bodaine wounds C waunde A. 1258 slonibre A haatelie 
f A baRtJlie C starte A. 1959 faityng A fulling C straight AC. 
I 1S60 iJBWo A now C. 1961 boheld C queno A 1262 whiahe A 
I ijme A. 12K3 aitende A xeTnire A seeing lieinoua C. 1365 
I 8Fie JC. 1266 mortal ^. 1287 PilietiR AC ioo C. \'K& -(^-^ 
J C ende AC bed C. 1269 gtrright AC. VilO '^lijei *- 
Wkjtia A haiide AC. 1271 aodaine C b1oo4 A ft\waVt&. A- 
— ■ A 1374 fixed AC whioho A deM\\« A. 



1 
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FEBBBX AND POBBBX, 



wb Will neuer part fro me, when with a braide 
A deepo fct sigh he gaue, and therewithal! 
ClflBpiDg His haades, to beauen he cast his aight. 
And straight pale death presaiag within his face 
Tho flying ghuat hia mortall corpea forsooke. 



I iiso Neuer did age hring forth so vile a fact. 



hard and cruel 1 happe, that thus assigned 
Unto so worthy a wight so wretched end: 
But moat hard c rue 11 hart, that could consent 
To lend the hatefull destenies that hand, 

1288 By which, alae, so heynous crime was wrought. 
Queene of adamant, marble brest. 
If not the fauour of his comely face, 
If not hia princely chere and countenanoe, 
Hia valiant actiue armes, hia manly brest, 

lew If not his faire and seemely personage, 
Hia noble limmes in such proportion cast 



I HQlliweU'i I 



1. 127a With a braide, a alart or sui 

"The woman being afraid, gave a braid v 
hoT liead, and ran Iier way". 
BHftooggina Jeais', [Grst published 1^6 — 6) qaoiad ii 
KSiotionary. 

12<6 Fet, pagt participle from Mid. Ei^g. fepoheo, to fetofa. 
129:1 Thuri! neeias a i^onfuaion here belwean wrap and 
Vp; rapt. i. e. struck, tmnaporteil, ia tlie word intended. "More 
Uuoea my rapt heart", CuHoUdus, IV, ac. 5, I. 123. 

1 1275 parte ^C from C. 1276 siRhe X. 1277 Clftspinge 
1278 Btreighf AC preaBvne A. 1279 flyinge Rhoste A corM 
12.-<0 fooith C facte AC. 1281 harde A hap C. 1283 
worthie AC. wighte A etida AC. 1288 harde A herla A 
couMb a. 1384 teiida A haods AC. 1385 whiohe A cryme A. 
ViHH Adnmanto A breaste A. 12^7 oomelia A. 1288 PHnoeti*. 
A chsare C oountenanace A. 1289 valiautit C breaele A. 
laier A aemelie A. 1291,LyiDme8 A suelio preparaoion oas 



A.B would have wrapt a aillie woinana thought; 
llf this mought not haue moued thy bloudy hart, 
And that moat crucll hand the wretched weapon 
Eaen to let fall, and kiste him in the face, 
With tearefffoT .ruthe to reaue such one by death: 
■8houlil,gg.ture jet consent to slay her sonno? 
mother, tliou to murder tbua thy childe! 
Even Jove with iustice muet with lightning flames 
From beauen aend downe some strange reuenge 

on thee. 
A^ noble prince, how oft haue I behelde 
Thee mounted on thy fierce and Iraumpling stede, 
Shining in armour bright before the tilt, 
And with thy mistrease sleue tied on thy helme, 
And charge thy ataffe to please thy ladies eye, 
"~ ,t bowed the head peece of thy frendly foe ! 
"ow oft in armea on horse to bend the mace ! 
oft in armea on foote to breake the sworde, 
)h neuer now fhese eyea may see atraine. 

- • ' ,rr .'^i.^i ABOSTUB. a ■ -I- ■^ ^" / '.i. , 

las, in vaine these plaints are shed, 
ir with me depart, and helpe to swage 
le thoughtfull griefea that in the aged king 
Moat needes by nature growe. by death of thia 
Hia onely Bonne, whom he did holds so deare. 






I. 129S hsrt. B. 
1301) Fro B. 
1311 swage. B. 



. 1116. 



I 



1. 1292 wrapped AC silly C. 1293 mii-ht C mooued C 
the AC bloodie AC harte A. 12S4 hnode A 1295 kiat C. 
IWG ruih C soche A- 1'2»T elaja A. l^H ihie A. 1299 
Ujthtening A. 1300 down C Btraimga C- 1301 bphfllii AC. 
IHOS trBmplinff steeds C 13(l3 ahininn A Tjlte A Tilte C. 
1804 mielrisse sleeue C slesua A, 1305 oi? A. IHOT Hone A 
beade A. 1308 Howe A fool C, \We \('n\n'nB ■no-sv, K -Gic^ 
daparte A swago] aaswage AC. ISX*! Vm?,» A. \Wi> ^^i^*** 
ld]4 oiielie A whomo A, 






Marcella. 
i "What wight IB that which saw that I did aee, 
And could refraine to waile with plaint and teareaf 
Not I, alas, that liart is not in me. 
But let V8 goe, for I am greued aaew, 
To call to minde the wretched fathera woe. 



. ^ /,'. 



I'ov 



''/i57 



Chorus. 



' i> //U. 



u'..Ti 



i,?M 'Whan greedy Inet in voyall seate to reigne 

Hath reft all care of Goddes and eke of mea, 
Anil cruell hart, wrath, treason, and disdaine 

Witbiu ambicions breat are lodged, then 
Beholde how niischiefe wide her selfe displayea, 
1326 And with the brothers hand the brother alayee. 



When bloud thus Bhed, doth staine the heauena 
face, 

Crying to Joue for vengeance of the deede. 
The mightie God euea moueth from his place, 

"With wrath to wreke: then aeudes he forth 
with apede 
The dreadfull furiea, daughters of the night. 

With SerpcDtes girt, carying the whip of ire, 
With beare of stinging Snakes, and shiniog bright 

With flames and bloud, and with a braud of fire. 
These for reueage of wretched murder done, 
Do make the mother kill her onely soime. 



1. litis whifhe A sawe lliat AC. 1316 pininte A. 1317 
harte A. 1318 go C greeutd C sopw-b AC. I.42lt When greedip 
C itreriie A. 1321 G"d« C. nil wralhe A. 13-33 Within ibe 
AC ambitioua C br^nftt A 1324 Behoia C howe A displaiea A. 
13S& hnnda A a\n>^9 A. )3->ii blood A dooth C the ] ihia AC. 
Vi-il vengouuiK-e A. 1329 wmlhe A foonh C speedu C. 1331 

aerpenta A carrjiig C. VSA'l haire C. VSiiR WoqA A bcando A. 

■"*? So make J Doolh oanse C one\\a A 




A 
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FERBEX Aia> PORREX. 



75 



Hood asketh blood, and death must death requite. ^ 

loue by his iust and euerlasting dome 
rostly hath euer so requited it. 
j] The times before recorde, and times to come 
lall finde it true, and so doth present proofe is^o 
[Present before our eyes for our behoofe. 



1/ 



/ 



happy wight that suffres not the snare 
Of murderous minde to tangle him in blood. 
I And happy he that can in time beware 

By others harmes, and turne it to his good. 
But wo to him that fearing not to offend 
Doth serue his lust, and will not see the end. 



1345 



END OF THE FOURTH ACT. 



I 



1. 1345 harmos and B, 

1. 1336 Bloud C. 1337 doome C. 1339 The] These AC 
record C tynies A. 1340 find C dooth C. 1341 eies AC, 1342 
happie AG suffers C. 1343 mind C bloode A, 1844 happie AC. 
AQ. 1345 tourne A goode A, 1346 woe C offende A. 1347 
Dooth C ende A, 



76 FERREX AND PORREX. 



THE ORDER AND SIGNIFICATION 
OF THE DOMME SHEW BEFORE THE FIFTH ACT. 

First the drommes and fluites began to sound, du- 
ring which there came forth vpon the stage a 

5 company of Hargabtisiers , and of Armed men 

all in order of battaile. These after their peeces 

' discharged , and that the arm^d men had three 

times marched about the stage, departed, and 

then the drommes and fluits did cease. Hereby 

10 was signified tumults, rebellions, armes and ciuill 
warres to follow, as fell in the realme of great 
Brittayne, which by the space of fiftie yeares and 
more continued in ciuill warre betwene the nobi- 
litie after the death of king Gorboduc, and of 

15 his issues, for want of certayne limitadon in 
[the] succession of the crowne, till the time of 
Dunwallo Mollmutitcs, who reduced the land to 
monarchic. 



1. 1 fluites, B. 

]. 2 dumbe C shewe AC fifth A fift C Acte AC. 3 Drum- 
mes C beganne A sounde AC durynge A. 4 ^rhiche A foorth C 
▼ppon C 5 companie C Harquebushers C. 8 tymes A aboute 
A 9 Drummes C Fluites C Heereby C. 10 Tumultes C ciuyll 
A. 11 folowe A foUowe C fel A. 13 ciuyll A betweene C 
nobylytie A. 14 wante A certaine C. 16 the in AC. 17 
lande A monarchie A. 



PCRKSK AND PORREX, 



ACTUS QUINTI'S. SOENA PRIMA. ( 

ICLOTYS, MANDUD. GWENARD, FEROtlS. EUBULOS. ] 

Clotts. 
^id euer ago bring forth Bucb tirants harts? 

I brother hath bereft the brothers life, 
Pie mother she hath died her oruell handes 13m 

1 bloud of her owtie sonne, aud now at laat 
Jhe people loe forgetting troutb and loue, 
PlToiContemuing quite both law and loyall hart, 
Euen they haue alaine their soueraigne lord and 
queoDc. 

Iball this their traitorous crime vnpuniahed rest? lass 

Tuen yet they cease not, caryed on with rage, 
I their rebellious routes, to throaten still 
' bloud ahod vnto the princes kinne, 
^o slay them all, and to yprootc the race 
Toth of the king and queene, so are they moued law 

Vith Porrex' death, wherin they falsely charge 
!rhe giltlease king, without desert at all, 

'iiid traitorously haue murdered him therfore, 
knd eke the queene, 

GW'ENAItD. 

Shall subjectos dare with foi'ce 
WO worke reuenge vpon their princes fact? i 



1. 



) Fad, action. 



I. 1348 foorth fyr«i)ts C harle« A. 1349 lyfo A. 1360 
ld;de C hands C. 1851 nowe A. 1352 forgethjng troutho A 
I huth C. ViU'd CoQtemnjoga A Lawe AC harte A- 1354 ilayrte 
I A HouereJene C Queue A, I3f>5 truyCeroun A traiterous C. 1856 
loAmed C on] out AC. 1357 stil A. 1358 newp bloode A 
tahifMeAC 1369 sliiie -4 slaya C, 13W kyn^ A. 13U1 Ueatlie. 
I Vm giltlOH A giiiltelcase C desnrte A deaarC C. 1363 
■ "^ A traiteroiiBlj- C. 1365 woorfce C facte A. 



1 



Admit tbG worst that may, as sure in this 
The deede waaj'owle, the queene to alay hep 

soune, 
Shall yet the subiect aeeke to take the aworde, 
Arise agaynst his lord, and alay hia king? 
f 1370 wretched state, where those rebellious hartes 

Are Dot reat out euen from their lining breaatea, J 
And with the body throwen vnto the foulea 
As carrion foode, for terrour of the reat. 



There can no punishment be thought to gi'e at 
J-iSTS For this so greuoua cryme: let spede therfoi ' 
Be vsed therin, for it behoueth so. 



Ye all my lordes, I see, consent in one 
And I aa one consent with ye in all. 
I holde it more than neede with sharpest 
eo' To punish this tumultuous bloudy rage. 
For nothing more may shake the common 
Than aufFerance of vproares without redret 
Wherby how some kingdomea of mightie pow( 
After great conquestes made, and florishtng 
^ 1385 [0 ij] In fame and wealth, have ben to ruine brought, 
I pray to Toue, that we n.ay rather wayle 
Such happe in them than witneaae in our aelues. 
Eke fully with the duke my minde agrees, 



. 136e Admyt A woorst t' maye A. 1367 defiiie A foolfl 
C Quene A aluEe A sliij" C. 1368 Bubieote A swoord C. IBffl 
Lorde A Rlais A aiaje C kjnsa A. V.m lyiiynge A breaats A 
137-2 boiile A fuwks AC. tS74 !JUuis»tifmenC A too C xroato JL 
187& grpouiius nriniB C spoHiie C. laTB node A with ilia JC 
AC. 1;IS0 puniasliB A punishe C lliisjttie AC bloodie A 
a 1381 nothjnge A mayp A norociien A. i:W3 then] 
■aanoB A. VA'&A mi^lily C. I'JSA Cin«\tt.viLt* C fit 

iog A flouriHliing C. VilSo Vieenn C 1115116 A. \?»«> 

■WAile .4. J357 sucha ^ hap C tliciiC -siUicft AC. 



FEBREX AND POBEEX, 



fbat no cauBe serues, wherby the Subject niaye 
I to accompt the doynges of his Prince, 
ihe lease in bloode by sworde to worke reuenge,« 
po more then maye the bande cut of the heade, 
I Acte nor epeache, na: not in secrete thougbte 

I Hubiect inaye rebell against his Lorde. 
■ Judge of him that sittea in CEesara Seate, i 

V^ith grudging mind to damne those he niialikes. 
though kinges forget to gouerne aa they ought, 
■ et subiectea must obey aa they are bounde. 
But now my lordea, before ye farder 'wadfi, 
vr spend your apeach, what aharpe reuenge aball fall ' 
' iuatice plague on these rebellioua wightes, 
1 thinkes ye rather should first search the way, 

which in time the rage of this i _ 
mght be repreaaed. and these great tuinulta ceased, 
Kuem yet the life of Brittayne land doth hang 

! traitours balaunce of vnegall weight. 
g^binke not my lordea the death of Gorboduc, 
'enaes bloud will cease their rage: 
r owno lyues, our wiues, and ohildreo deare, 
^iiotrey deareat of all, in daunger atandes, 
apoiled, now. now. made desolate, 

I3fi9— ISBfl Bra Dot in B (ed, of 1070), they i 
iplifd in the t>-xi from A (eri. ima) and collaiJons are giteiA 
k C (eil. loBO) in whii-h ihey are rilso found. ' 

1. laM With grudging mind, wilh Kruinblinff, o 
189H Wilde, tu go , tu iiiftke wnj, A. 8. wndan. "Tertoe^ 
chuugh durknpBs fc 



. I. 1 



12. 



I. IBNg iijfl; C. 1391) not^nunt dooingoa €. 1391 Hach 
nd iwoord woorke C. VAiii oiHy hand head C. 1893 speech 
■et thoujihi C. imt may Lord C. IhBa nita C. IB96 
idH C to i do ^ doo C HemislikP!! AG. 139S subioi^U AC bound 
. _, 1399 DOW- A. 14(10 sppLoh C «hi.rp A shnl fal A 1401 
I irlfchtv AC. 1402 ncnri'Lo AC w»y<.' A. 1403 nhiHie A. 1405 
[ Sritiftine C Tatide A dooth li«(i(;e A. 1406 BBllniince C me- 
I qanll C 1407 Think C lords 0. 1408 HoqAb A Wooi '■'-■■ X'**^ 
J Jeare omitted AC. J410 Ciintry C. Aoeteftt C \«>v\ ■&'&-«'* *- 
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FEHKEX ASD POREEX. 

And by our eelues a conquest to ensue. 
For geue once swey vnto the peoples luetes, 
To rush forth on, and slay them not iu time, 
I And SB the strenme that rowleth downe the hyll, 
So will tfiey lieadlong ronne with raging ttoughh 
From bloud to bloud, from miechiefe vnto moe, 
To ruine of the realm, them selues, and all; 
80 giddy are the common peoples mindea, 
K/um 80 glad of chaunge, more wauering than the aea. 
Te see (my lordea) what strength these rebellea ha 
What hugie nombre is aasembled still. 
For though the traiterous fact, for which they m 
Be wrought and done, yet lodge they still in field 

i*SB 80 that how farre their furiea yet will stretch 
Great cause we haue to dreade. That we may seel 
By present battaile to represse their power, 
[Vo] Speede must we vse to leuie force therfore. 
For either they forthwith will miachiefe worke, 

t48o Or their rebellious roarea forthwith will cease. 
These violent thingea may haue no lasting long. 
Let ua therfore vse this for present helpe, 
Perawade by gentle speach, and offre grace 
"With gift of pardon, saue vnto the chiefe, 

1436 And that vpon eondicion that forthwith 

They yelde the captaines of their enterprise, 
To beare such guerdon of their traiterous fact, 



1. 1412 To. too, 
1418 ull, B. 
14'24 Geld H. 
1437 Outrdon, r 
. 1412 I 



inquerBd, 



1413 e 



mpena 



eB A Bweye AC luaU A. 
1414 niMha A foorth C etBje'^C, 141B hill C. 141H wil AC 
thei A run C 1417 iji'iorte A minphoefe C. 1418 ruyne J. 
1419 eiddie AC. 1420 oliango C wauuryng A. 1431 rebellM 
a 1423 uiimher C 14-23 iruiteroua AC thei A UU doona 
fGp1d« C. U-2.b liuwi' A wjll A atrptche A. 1426 dreade, thal- 
AC. 1428 miacheuf', C woorbs C. 1431 londe AC. 14% 
Bpeeche A 9[it^eoh C offer C. 1434 jiifio AC clieefe C. 1436 
fonhewiih AC. 1436 yoMde V ooterprjae AC. 1437 lu ' 
querdan A traiicrouB AC facie A. 



B may be both due vengeance to them eeiues, 

nd holsome terrour to posteritie. 

hb shall, I thinke, scatter the greatest part 

bat now are holden with desire of home, 

Teried in field with cold of winters nightea, 

nd some ino doubt) striken with dread of law, 

''han this is once pvockmed. it shall make 

be captaines to mistruat the multitude, 

'hose safetie biddes them to betray their I 

nd so much more bycause the rascall routes, , 

I thingea of great and perillous attemptea, 

re neuer trustie to the noble race. 

Dd while we treate and stand on termes of grace, 

''e shall both stay their furies rage the while, 

nd eke gaine time, whose onely heipe sufficeth 

''ithouten warre to vanquish rebelles power. 

I the meane while, make you in redynea 

loh band of horsemen as ye may prepare. 

oreemen (you know) are not the commons strength, 

it are the force and store of noble men, 

'herby the vnchoaen and vnarmed sort 

f BkillesBe rebetlea, whome none other power 

it nombre makea to be of dreadfull force, 

'ith sodeyne brunt may quickely be oppreat. 

id ifTfiis gentle meane of proffered grace, 

i-S) With atubborne hartes cannot ao farre auayle, 



1. 1463 power B. 

1. 1438 rengeniiUFe A. 1439 holeBome G. 1440 think C 
merjfliiiter AC parte AC. 1441 nowp A. 1442 Wearied C 
Me C oould A 0Dlde C. 1443 Lnwe AC 1444 Whea C 
Bs A proclB7in.d A prni'lHimpd C 1445 mi.atruBte A. 1446 ' 
n C betraye AC. 1447 murhn A beeamt- C. 1450 (rflat C 
Irmea C 14r<l ghai A ntaie A. 145-2 0111; C suffiseth C. 
^ THDquiBshe A vanqiiishe C rt^bells C 1454 readfnes A. 
n Snohe bamle A ni»jfi A. 1456 oomons AC. ■ V4S4 wkSj& 
E 14S9 Mkilli'^hs A skilliflh C KpheWen jiC. \Mft -oaTO^iw C- 
/ toMeiae AC maye A quicklj C oppTcste A. \waa.-a«^t *^- 

FiwA Bprsck- D„ri LJlrrBtHnleiikm, 1 *" 



FEKEBX AHU POKREX. 

As to aaswage their desperate courages, 
1466 Then do I wish such slaughter to bo made, 
As prGBont ago and eke pOBteritia 
May be adrad with horrour of reuenge, 
That iustly then shall on these rebelles ti 
This is my lords the sum of mi 

Clotyn. 

\i^a Neither this case admittes dehata at larg&j 
And though it did, this speach that hath ben BEt 
Hath well abridged the tale I would haue tolde. 
Fully with Euhulus do I conaeat 
In all that he hath sayd; and if the same 

147B To you my lordes, may seemo for best advice, 
I wish that it should streight be put in vre. 



id fl, j 

I 



Masdud. 
My lordaa than let tb presently depart, 
And follow this that liketh tb so well. 



I r-^ ^ ^ ■ Fergus. 

\ If euer time to gains a kingdomo here 
1480^ Were offred man, now it is offred i 

The realme is reft both of their king and quS 
The ofspring of the prince Ib slaine and dead, 
No issue now remaines, the heire vnknowen, 
The people are in armos and mntynies, 
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} lord J 






1. 1465 Thun A doo C wisfihe sachB A. 14157 n 
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FERREX AND POBBBX. 

!'he nobles tiiey are busied how to cease «S' 

?bese great rebellious tumultea and vproarea, 
ind Brittayne land, now desert left alone 
myd these broylea vncertayne where to rest, 
>ffers her sclfe vnto that noble Lart 
That will or dare pursue to beare her crowne. i*fti 
ihall I that am the Duke of Alba ni/e^ 
^^iacended from that Hue of noblemoud, 
Vhich hath so long floriahed in worthy fame, 
)F Taliaiint hartes, such aa in noble brestea 
>f right should reat aboue the baser sort, nas 

'"] Refuse to venture life to winne a crowne P 
i I finde emniea that will withstand 
ly fact herein, if I attempt by armea 
To eeeke the same now in these times of broyleP 
rhese dukea power can hardly well appease isoo 

rhe people that already are ia armea. 
Jut if perbappea, my force be once in field, 
B not my strength in power aboue the best 
)f all these lordes now left in Brittayne land ? 
Lad though they should match me witli power of i*<» 



1. 1491 TiLe Duke of Albattt/. Rend in (lie light of the oia J 
___^ wbicli iJUBHod aa history, Ihero wns stronj reaTO 
fay for msklnjj Forgu? , the Diike of ilbanj, ntfempt to gaia 1 
be throne. Hix "line uf cnhls blood" «na (teHcended from Alba- J 

of Bnile's throe Bone, whose portion ot Britain w«a 
MbtitiiB, or Si'otland (Oeoffrj of Momnumh, Book 11, c. 1.). 
1606 mci B. 

I H85 fliei howe A. 1486 vproars A 1487 BHttaine 

Lande nowo A deserte AC. I4KFI Ami't C rnoertnine AC. 

^ harto A. 1-19(1 wyl! A. 1482 Lyiie A blonds A 14H8 

'hiahe A loniie A Boomslii'd vl flourii<h<>d C northie A woonhr 

, Ufl4 VHliaunt C sunhe A brentila AC. 14S)d ahulde^ «orle 

a. H9B ventuFH Jnrtieniuro AC liefn J. 14i)I Whome A 

eanmies AC wiilisiaiide A- 149H fucta A heeriii C atii-mptfl A. 

149^ oame ] F<inif AC nowg A. 1500 hardlie A. 1501 ulredle 

150S perhaps C onoa A fiolde A. \^'A\^Af. C 
Briiainn C Brjftnitie Lnnde A. \50Ti ftVlJ^^ A. 
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Yttt doubtful! ia the chauQce of battaillea ioyned. 
Tf victora of the field we may depart, 
Ours ia the scepter then of gieat Brittayne; 
" .yne amid the playne thia body lye," 

i3io Mine (snemiea yet shall not deny me this, 
But that I dyod geuing the nohle charge 
To hazarde life for conquest of a arowne. 
Forthwith therefore will I in jost depart 
To Albanye, and raise in armour there 

1^16 All power 1 can: and here my secret friendeti, 
By secret practise shall eoUicite still, 
To seeke to wynne to me the peoples hartea. 
[Exit. 



I IfiOa Greet Briitayne. If wb ni«y take ihisp wonJe M* 
gather, ihia nsi- of thu tpm in 1661 — fortj three jearea befwe- 
the proclamniion by JmneB I (who flrNt utiitci] the soverrignly (t 
the iwo kitmdums in one [icvson) ordering that the nainea of 
EnifUiid and Seo'land ahuuld bo tnei'gcd in that of Gre.it Brb 
tsin, 30 Oi^t. 16(M. — «hows thiii Iho idea of the uoion and ^ 
name had been familiar for many yenra; perhit|ia sines lh« 
marriage of Hi-nrj Vir'a Hanirhter MarRaret to king Jamea o( 
Bi'olland in 1303 In the Act 1 Jame" I c. 2 {IWi) aiipointiw 
ConimiBBionera to consider of the Union, the nnrne Glreat BrHim 
ia not nipncioned, but Bacon, then Solicitor Qeneral, uses it tri 
H fninonR argamanr )!poheL in U)08. (Lord Bacon'a Worlca, Tel. 
TU, --ditpd by Spedding and Hfath, p. IMI-) The Act .if Union w«i 
not finally passed lili ITOii |6 Anne c. IIJ in whioh the fW 
kingdomn wf^re joined by the name of Great Britain 

Sppnoer in the Fairie Qi.epne (pnbliahod 1090) Bk, Ift 
0. 1 1, 7, speaks of "the Greater Britaine", probably in distioofioa' 
from the "liiile BrylaynB" of Arthariaii romance. 

I 1513 In post, t. e. in hiinic, an though going with poet* 
horaea, the awif'tppt means of convpyanoe. 

1516 See Note to 1. 5()8. 

1. 1507 (Seld<' A drparte A. 1508 than A Brittayne A 
Britaina C. 1609 i-lfluiB plaine C bodie C lye] be AC. 151i 
deiiie C. 1511 died AC gyuyn^-e ^ .giuing C. 1512 hazard d 
IftlH therfore A posle A 1515 Hpurete AC frends C. 1616 



FeBBKX AND POBKBX. 



ACTUS QUINTrS. 8CENA SECUNBA. 

EcBDLCs [eoliinj. * 
) loue, how are these peoples harts ahusde! 
TPhat blind fury, thua headlong curies themP 
That though so many hookes, so many rolles, imi 
Of aimcient time recordc what greuoutt plagues 
[light on these rebelles aye, and thuugh so oft 
Their eares haue heard their aged fathers tell, 

■i'J] What iuate rewai'd these traitoura still receyue 
Yea. though them seluea haue aene depe death t^'n 

bloud, 
Sy strangling cord, and slaughter of the sword, 
To such assigned, yet can they not beware, 
fet can not stay their lewde rebellious bandes, 
iut Buffring too fowie treason to distaine 
rheir wretched myndes, forget their loyall hart, i530 
leiect all truth, and rise against their prince. 
', ruthefnll case, that those, whom duties bond, 
Whom grafted law by nature, truth, and faith, 
Bound to preserue their countrey and their king, 
Jorne to defend their common wealth and prince, 'sss 

• Euhulus solml In Ihe orisiniil (all ediiiors, A, B, 0)1 
[ niiinea ntl atnnd liuri>, ICubiiluBi Clolyn, Muudiid, OweiiHrd,. I 

1. 1518 Abutde, deouived. 
1B211 tdIIo^i B, 
1B21 recorde, Ji. 

1. 1518 kovp liartfB A. ISie furie AC carri»g C. 15304 
s A. 1521 tiino of rei'ord C grpeoom C 152S rebellci ffm 
thoughe Dfte A. 15-lA hard A. 1524 lUBte AC rawarda Af 
tVoeiae C. 1525 Boeiie denpo C blod A. 1527 lUHignde C. 
IB28 Yet onti they not Htaie thair robelliotis liai]deB A: C Aor 
'*' name, but Htuy, tiiiods. lh-2Q Buffuring too C to A V«,« &. 
) winds C harte A. lo3l taiecte A tfu.e'iXv A. >Saa. 
ne ^ bnunde A bound C. 1533 >N\iflma A W-ko AC V^jaiSo- 
1534 Douade A country C. \i)36 Aelenie A -wtWV *-- 



Euen they should geue consent thaa to subuert 
Thee Brittaino land, and from thj wombe should 
spring 

(0 native soile) those, that will needs destroy 
And ruyne thee, and eke them seluea in fiue. l| 
< For lo, when once the dukea had ofFred grace 1 
Of pardon sweete, the multitude miasledde I 

By traitorous fraude of their vngracious heades. 
One sort that saw the dange rous wiccesae 
Of Btubborne standing in rebeTTioua warre, 

IH6 And knew the difference of princes power 
From headlosse nombre of tunmltuous rotitea, 
Whom common countreiea care, andpriuato feare, 
Taught to repent the errour of their rage, 
Layde handes vpon the captaiaea of their band, 

16W And brought them bound vnto the mightie dukes. 
And other sort not trusting yet ao well 
The truth of pardon, or mistrusting more 
Their owne offence than that they could conceioe 
Such hope of pardon for so foule misdede, 

1B65 Or for that they their captaines could not yelil, 
Who fearing to be yelded fled before, 
Stale home by silence of the secret night, 

1. Ifi39 /» ^ne, in the ^iiil at lusr. 
1513 Sticcense, coimeiiupnoc. 
' 1547 Comeioii eountrica e<rfe, i. e. IlioiifiLt for iheFi' cora- 

non eounli-;. The gnme old iirp of Hiu ro^sr^nivp , now otifv 
► •ppliad wLtli [lorfloiis. ia in II, P76. 87T. 
' 1557 uight, S. 

1. 1536 ahulde A giuo C BubuertB A. iri37 TI.p AC Bri- 
taine C thy j ilifi JC aliuld J spring ] brin? ^C, loS.4 uitrjiio J 
nedca A needoa C destroje A. Ifiiti) mine C. 1540 ones A 
Duke AC offered C. 1o4l swheI C (rba AC misleud A misled 
C. 1542 Eraiteroos AC iraai\ C yugratious hi!Hrla)C' lieiidea)^ 
1543 aorta A fbwo AC inunsvTous A. 1544 )>tnnilynee A. 
1540 knowe A. IMIi beadl'^a AC irumber C. 1517 couulries 
C. 1548 errour | terrour AC. 1549 Laid hanrls C l&ide A } 
Capatines A bande A. 1551 And other Ian othor A Another < 
Borte A, I5d2 trueth A. 1553 then C ihei A <'ould ] aliould ,' 
C. 1554 SuDhn A fowie miadeede C. 1655 jeeid C. 1656 
I fenringro A veoMed C fled A. 1557 Stale C Beilence A socrete AC. 



I'ERBKX AMD PORREX. 



le thirde, vnhappy aud enraged sort 
vn] Of desperate hartea, who stained in princes bloud, 
"rom trayteroua furour could not be withdrawen i 
■y loue, by law, by grace, ne yet by feare, 
3y proffered life, ne yet by threatned death, 
Pvith mindes hopelesae of life, dreadlesse of death, 
'arelesse of countrey, and awelease of God, 
itoode bent to tight as furies did them nioue, 

V ith violent death to close their traiteroiis life. 

These ail by power of hoi-semen were opprest, 
\nd with reuenging sworde slayue in the field, 
3r with the strangling cord haiigd on the tree, 
Where yet their carryen carcases do preach 
The fruites that rebelles reapo of their vproarea, 
A.nd of the murdor of their aacred prince. 
But loe, where do approche the noble dukes, 
By 'whom these tumults haue ben thua appeaade. 

\Snler Ci^otvh, Masdud, GwehaeU) niiiZ Abostos.] 

Clotyn, 

thinke the world will now at length beware 

And feare to put on armes agaynst their prince. 



If notP those trayteroua hartes that dare rebel], 
Jiet them beholde the wide and hugie fieldes 
With bloud and bodies spread of rebellee alayno, 

1. 1558 inhBiiiiio AC vnrftEB'i -ilG. 1559 liarls aUind Cl 
;fclo(iil A. i580 trtiitcrous C wirbdrHwne C. 15MI laws AC. ' 
1662 IvfB A threatened A. 166i miiida A hopales A liefa A 
dieadles A. 1564 nitrples AC country C iiwales AC. 1BB5 
dloode C beore A fiplite A. IflBtJ ynlimit C lyfp A. 15B8 
■word C elaine C. lo69 tiangfcl A rrecB AC. 1&70 th8ip]tha 
AC carryen A currien C doo C pi-enoh ] pi-oohe AC 1571 fmits 
C rebels C vproars AC. ISTS doo approcli C 1574 beone C 
1675 worldo A nvll A. 1578 aK«ynsi C. 1577 imiterouB h«rtl 
'■ "-■ beliokl C " '■■- ' 
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FERSBX AND POBREX. 



3 The lofty trees clothed with the corpses dead 
That strangled with the corde do bang tberon. 

Abobtus. 
A iust rewarde, such as all times before 
Haue ever lotted to those wretched folkes. 

GWESARD. 

he that commeth here so fostP 



But what 



[Enlfr] Nninnns. 

i&sa My lordes, as dutie and my trouth doth raoue, 
And of my countrey worke a care in mee, 
That- if the spending of my breath auailed 
To do the aeruice that my hart desires, 
I would not shunne to imbraco a present death: 
j leeo So haue I now in that wherein I thought 

in J] My trauayle mought performe some good effect, 
Tentred my life to bring these tydinges here. 
Fergus the mightie duke of Albanye 
Is now in armea and lodgeth in the fields 

iDBi "With twentie thousand men, hether he bendes 
His spedy marche, and luiudes to inuade the 



Dayly he gathereth strength, and spreads abrode 
That to this realoK? no uerteine heire Femaines, , 
That Brittayne land is left without a guide, ^^ 
That he the scepter eeekes, for nothing els ^H 

I. 1596 mindes, intends, "has e, mind to". ^^1 

1. 1&8D loftj]1iislle AC the omiHtd AC, 1581 curd doo 
iRHge theriu A therein C l5!:(-2 rewnrrl C auctie A tjtnei A. 
&R5 lords AC troth C niooue C. 158t! Country C a] and AC, 
~~n spendjnse A auaila A. IS-'S dno C harte A. 15U-1 ihtu 
V. 159U nowB A. 1591 trauaile C pprfourme AC effoote A. 
1692 liefe A brinee A itdiQKH C heorc C. 1694 nan 
C, 16H5 hilher C bends A. 1596 spedin A spoedie 
_miada C. J597 Daily C Bbrond C. 159B c ' 
C Lauds A gujda A. 



"1S87 B 





TEBSEX ABD FOBKEX. 



[But to preserue the people and the land, . /A 

I Which now remaino as ship without a sterne, Ni^*^^^ 
ILoe this is that which I haue hero to say. 



Ib this his fayth? and shall he falsely thus 

Abuse the vauutage of vnhappie timeaP 

O wretchGd land, if his outragious pride, 

His cruell and vntompred wiifulneaae, 

His deepe diaacmbliag shewes of falee pretence, 

Should once attaine the crowno of Brittaine land. 

Let Ta, my lordea, with timely force resist 

The new attempt of this our commou foe, 

As we would quench the fiamea of common^fire. ■ 



Though we remaine without a certain prince, 
To weld the realrae or guide the waudriug rule. 
Yet now the common mother of va all, ' 

Out natiue land, our countrey, that couteinea 
Our wiuea , children , kindred , our seluea aud all 
That euer is or may bo deare to man, 
Cries vnto vs to helpe our seluea and her. 
IiBt us aduaunco our powers to reprease i 

This growing foe of all our liberties. 

GWENARIl. 

Vea let va so, my lordes, with hasty apeede. 
And ye (0 Goddea) send vs the welcome death, 
tv-] To shed our bloud in 6eld, and leaue us not 

1. IBOl Lands A. 1602 Whiche A ahippe C. 

-Whiche A hereto AC Baido A eoid C. 1(104 faith C CalriyJ 

liJBOH Land.. J. 1607 wilful.ien vIC, 16W dUsemblingo X 160 

- ittayn A Britaine C. ItJlO Lords AC tymaly A. 1811 ne* 

1SI2 qjenche A. 1613 ocsrmino C oertnjo ,4. 1614 wodo 

IfilS nowe A cOman A. 1616 lando AC oountry C oontaines 

I(il7 kyndred A. 1618 maye A. 1621 growynga A. 1622 

Lords C hasrio A spade A. 1623 Gods C senda AC. 1644 
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land, I 
ce, I 



F 

I MM Ib lotbeMme life to lenger out our day€«. 

I To aee the bngie be«pea of time TBhappes, 

^^^H T hat o Qg ron^owne Tpoo tbe vretctied land. 

^^^H Where emptie place of princely "gouemaimci 

^^^B No certaioe bUy now left of doobdesse heire, 

^^^* *KO Thus leaoe toi^aidelease realme ao open pray, 
To endlease atormes and waste of ctuiU warre. 

That ye (mj lordea) do go agree in one, 
To aaoe your countrer from the Tiolc^t reigae 
And wrongfully rsurped tyrannie 
lass Of him that thr«ait>na conquest of you oil, 

5 To aaue your realme, and in this rcalmo your sclue^ 

From foireine tbraldome of so proud a prince, 
Much do I pravcie, and I besech the Ooddes, 
With happy honour to requite it you. 
I iMO But lO niylordesi sith now the heauens wratfa 
Hath reft this land the issue of their prince, 
Sith of the body of our late aoneraigne lorde 
Remaines no moe, since the yong kinges be slaioe 
And of the title of diaceaded crowne 
IMS Uncertainly Ihe diuerse niindes do tbiukc 
Enen of the learned sort, and more ii-ncertoinly 
I Will parciall fancie nod aifection deenie: 
I But most rncertainly will climbing pride 
f And hope of reigne withdraw to sundry partes 
tea 
dov 
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'""■ " ffitlidrawe / """ 



1 AC aondria .■ 



; purts C. 



,' rho doiibtTull right and hopefull hist to rcigne: 
When once tliis noble seruice is atchioued 
For Brittaine land the mother of ye all, 
When once ye haue with armed force repreat 
The proude attemptoa of this Albanian prince, 
That threatens thraldouie to your natiue land, i 
When ye shall vanquishers returne from field, 
And finde the princely state an open pray 
IHijJ To gredie last and to vsurping power, 
Then, then (my lordes) if euer kindly care 
Of auncient honour of your aunceatera, i 

Of preaent wealth and noblesse of your stockes, 
Yea of the Hues and safetie yet to come 
Of your dears wiuea, your children, and your sehies, 
Might moue your noble hartea with gentle ruth, 
Then, then, haue pitie on the torne estate; 
Then beipe to salue the welneare hopelesae sOre 
Which ye shall do, if ye your seluea witbhohle 
The slaying knife from your owne mothers throate. 
Her ahall you auue, and you, nnd yours in her, 
If ye shall all with one aaaent forbeare ■ 

Oiioe to lay hand or take vnto your aeluea 
The crowne, by colour of pretended right, 
"If by what other meanos so euer it be, 
'ill first by common councell of you all 
n Parliament the regall diademe i 

ie set in certaine place of gouemaunce; 

which your Parliament, and in your choise. 



. 167ft V 



1 ii. 



1. IBBl ones A afMuea V. l6-2(> Briltsyo A lands 
L663 owaA. 16fi4 prouil C nttemptB f. 16M Laii>\e A. 16 
Wourns A foelde C. 1(157 praye A 1638 Kreedy C. 1« 
iindolj AC, HWO aiioienl C nuiifesKiurs C aunreaiourpH _. _ 
\m-2 IjueR A. mea decre C wjugb A. !({64 ruthe AC. 16661 
.lytifl A pittii' C. 1666 woll neern C hopeles AC H167 ■Whioha f 
A doo C. 16ti8 slonjng A Bloamg C o«'08 A throta A. I67t I 
Ones A layo l.nndo y|. ia74 Tyl! A cornea A councell C. 167S 1 



\ Djadem C. 



llJTfi . 



tHjne J. 1677 whidw A. 



FBBBKX AKD POEREX. 



I'MfVl 



Preferre the right (my lordea) withfout] reepect % 
Of atrengtli or frendea, or what aoeuer cause T 
I leso That may set forward any others part, "V 

For right will last, and wrong cannot endure. jE 
Kight meane I his or hers, vpoti whose Dame J 
The peoplo rest hy meano of natiua line, p 

Or by the vertue of some former lawe, j] 

1635 Already made their title to aduaunce, |. 

Such one (my lordea > let be your chosen king, ', 
Such one so borne within your natiue land, | 

Such one preferre, and in no wise admitte 
The heauie yoke of forreine gouernaunce: 
I Let forreine titles yelde to publike wealth. 
And with t hat ha rt wherewith ye now prepare 
Thus to withstand the proude inuading foe, 
[v-] With tliat same hart (my lordes) keepe out also 
Unnaturall thraldome of strangers reigne, 

tw Ne suffer you against the rules of kinde 

Tour mother land to serue a forreine prince. 



Edbchib. 
Loe here the end of Brutus' royall line, 
And loe the entry to the wofuU wraeke 
And vtter mine of this noble realme. 
> The royall king, and eke his aonnea are 



Bc e. ^\ 
U Engligfi 



bf I 



I. Comimre II. 1795—6, at tli 

I. 1691 aoil 169a. It ie worth nolice Chat in liU Engli^ 
ttrdonr and patriotiHm AroatM is made to uso llie EuRiish "lieart^' 
ioBtead of Che ordinary "courage" (broti^bt in by Chaacer], uid 
talkB of tho "(tioilier land". 

i. 1709 loiigea, i. e. belongs. 

1. 1676 Prefer C reapeote A. 1679 or | of AC. 1680 
maje A forwnrde A parte AC. 16K3 lynn A 1B^5 Alreadifl 
AC. 1686 Suche A Lords C kjnae A. 16H7 Suehe A natyue 
lande A. 168» SiK'ti- A udmit G. 1689 yonkt C. l6iKI jeelda 
C wonlthe A. I69I wherviith C nowe A. I6!f2 withstands A 
'adynsa A. 1H93 harta A Vftpe A. 
" - ffre A. Iti9ii Umle A. WJl Vcte U Mn« . 
W. 1699 rujne A. 
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FERBES AND POEBBX. / 

i within the regall aeaw, 
1 whom the scepter longes, anknowen. 
) force of forreine princes power, 
_ ) of our wretched state may moue 
By aodeine armea to gaiue ao riche a realme, 
And to the proud and gredie minde at home, 
Whom blinded lust to reigne leades to aspire, 

I Brittaine realme is left an open pray, 
A present epoyle by conquest to ensue. 
"Who seeth not now how many rising mindes 
Do feede their thoughts, with hope to reach a realme P 
And who will not by force attempt to winne 
"o great a gaine, that hope perswades to haueP 

, simple colour shall for title serue. 
"Who winnes the royall crowne will want no right, 
Nor Bueh as shall display by long discent 
A lineall race to proue him lawfull king. 
In the meane while these ciuil armes shall rage, 
And thus a thousand mischiefes shall vnfolde, 
And farre and neare spread the (0 Brittaine land), itjo" 
All right and lawe shall cease, and lie that had 
Nothing to day, to morrowe shall enioyo 
Great heapes of golde, and he that flowed in wealth, 
Loe he shall be bereft of life and all. 
And happiest he that then posseaseth least, i 

The wiuea shall suffer rape, the maides deftoured, 



1. 1716 Wiint, I 
172(1 l.ind. B. 
iXl^O leasl B. 

_. 1T01 k[nge A. 
_^nr]joiir AC amy moue 
r^eecly C. 1707 whoma . 
\niO speelh C nowe lion 
^rown AC wil A. 1716 



I. lack. 



1703 enhe ] the C. 1704 whome C 

•jniued AC. 1705 sodainp AC. '_' 

C. llQi* praye AC 1709 Bpoilo j 

e A. 1711 feed C realm A. 17l_ 

Piicti A ilisplHje AC lontte A. 17171 

iTnenll A lvni»ll C U«ta]] ] aeUe a AC kyn^e A. HIH cfuill AC. 

Tftlfl misohepfes C. 1730 fur neerP tl.ea C Britfayne A. 1721 

Eiaw C. na2 Nolhjiip A daye AC moruwB A morrow C nnioy 

172a goi-JeJKotid AC U24 \ieTott\ tcIi. AC \-i^fe A- N\-i^ 

1-^ hBSl}lea:h C. 17211 wyuca auffite A ■ma-sii* ^^--s...™. 



PERREX AND POKBEX, 



[n "j] And children fatherlesse shall weepe and wai 
"With fire and sworde thy natiue t'olke shall perisl 
One kinaman shall bereaue an others life, 

1730 The father shall vnwitting slay the eonne, 

The Sonne shall slay the sire and kouw it not, 
Women and maides the cruell souldiers sword 
Shall perse to death, and silUe children loe, 
That play[ing]in the streetes and fieldea are foui 

n.i5 By violent liand shall doae their latter day. 
whom shall the fierce and bloudy souldier 
Reaerue to life? whom sliall he spare from death? 
Euen thou (0 wretched mother) halfe aliue, ^ 
Thou shalt beholde thy deare and onely childft 

n«i Blaine with the sworde while he yet suekea thy 
brest. 
Loe, giltlesse bloud shall thus eche where be sh( 
Thus shall the wasted soile yelde forth no fruite, 
But dearth and famine shall possease the land. 
Thetownes shall be consumed and burnt with fi 
, 1746 The peopled cities shall wase desolate, 

And thou, O Brittaine, whiTome in renowme 
"Whiiome ia wealth and fame, shalt thus be torae 
rtismenibred thus, a.nd thus be rent in twaine. 
Thus wasted and defaced, spoyled and destroyed, 

WW These be the fruites your cinil waiTes will bring, 



1749 dPBtroje.l, B. 

I.' 1727 PHlharlea AC wnylc A. 172fi fiar C Hwoori 
periashe A. 172i) oMicr A. 1730 TnwUlj-n;;p A An^f. A I 
slea AC knnwe A 1733 souUiourB A aHoord C. ITiiB m 
A pe«rre C. 1784 plByiiipe A sIreatPB A foeldes C fouoAa 
1783 hande A daye A. 17:-i6 Whomo AC Terce A hlomiia , 
Souldier C Souldiiiur A. ITAl liefe A wiiomp AC. 1788 1 
alyup A. Vim deere orlj C. 1740 Buoord C. 1711 rfli 
bloode A. 1742 lojte yeelde foortli. 1743 darth A faui' 
ebal A Jnnde A. 1744 shnl A brant ^ fiar " 
' -da 1746 (O BrittatJie Land) AC ■«\vi.\oin A 
[j^fB-aj-Dc A. 1749 spoiled A. VlJfl UmW A t-jViW 



larth A fauiyiM 
C. 174f> Citi 




iHereto it commea when kingea will not cuosent 
BTo graue aduise, but followc wilfull will. 
|Thia is the end, when in foudG princes hartes 
Flattery preuailes, and sage rede hath no place. 
'icse are the plagea, when murder is the meaue 
I make new heires vnto the royall crowne. 
■Thus wreke the Gods, when that the mothers wrath 
iKoughtbutthe bloud of her owne childe may awage. 
1 These miachiefea spring when rebells will arise, 
~ I worke reuenge and iudge their princes fact. 
, this ensues, when noble men do faile 
I loyall trouth, and subiectea will be king^. 
_.[ this doth growe when loe vnto the prince, 
I Whom death or sodeine happe of life bereaues, 
IHo certaine heu-e remaines, such certaine heire, 
■ As not all onely is the rightfuU heire 
RSut to the realme is so made knowen to be, 
I And trouth therby vested in subiectes hartes, 
I To owe fayth there where right is knowen to rest. 
1 Alas, in Parliament what hope can be, 
I "When is of Farhament no hope at allP 
I Which, though it be assembled by cousejit. 
I Yet is not likely with consent to end, 
I While eche one for him selfe, or for his frend, 
; his foe, shall trauaile what he may. 
While now the state left open to the man, 

I 1. ITbM hartea. B. 

|17aa. 1768 Tromh. I'aieli, fidelity to i^ountry and Is' 

1-1772 Consent, agreoincnt, Comparo 1. 1761. 

ri. 1751 Haerto C comes C. 1762 aduine C folowe A I 

Pi15B onde^ fondelyoiieD A jodk C. 175ri plagueB C. 1766 

newe A- 1767 wreak C thajy" AC. 1768 own C. 1759 tniB- 

I flheefea springoB G spring-s A BeballoB A wJI A 1760 woark C 

faore A. 17«'2 troiithe A. 1763 ciooth grow C. 1764 Whoma 

AC todeyna AC hap C liefe A. 1765 cortayne A anphe A cer- 

1 taine h^ire ]cerlentie A oerteinlio C. 1766 only C. , 17B7 

I knowen 1 vnkDowiiRD ^ rnkaowno C. 176H trrtli C I76fl t».ith 

I AC. 1770 bee A 1772 Whiclio thoii?,Vv« A- VTK. miS«. X, 

I 1774 frende A froeiid C. Vi'h vod^o A. ^ 
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FERKEX AND PORREX. 



Thst shall with greateat force inuade the aame, 
Shall fill ambioioua mindea with gaping hope; 
When will they once with yelding hartea agree?] 
1780 Or in the while, how shall the realme be vaedP | 
No, DO : then Parliament should haue bene holden, 
And certeine heira appointed to the crowne, 
To stay the title of established right, 
And in the people plant ^odienhoa o**i^;^^ 
1784 While yet the prince did Ime, whose name and 
power 
By lawful! aommons and authoritie 
might make a Parliament to be of force, 
And might haue aet the state in quiet stay. 
But now happie man, whom spedie death 
liTBQ Depriues of life, ne is enforced to see 

These hugie miachiefea and these miaeries, 

I These ciuil warres. these murders and these wronges 
Of iuatice. Tet must God in fine restore 
This noble crowne vnto the lawful! heire: 
For right will alwayea Hue, and riae at length, 
But wrong can neuer take deepe roote to last. 



1. 1792 wronges. B. 
179H juBtiuo, yet B. 
1795 Bee 1. 1«81. 

]. 1778 BHibitious C Gapynge A. 1770 ypelding C ones ' 
1781) howe A. 1781 ben A beene C. 1782 .■prtaine AC 
KPpojnDtciJ A. n^3 etaieA th.'] their AC OHtnbliHBhed rigltta 
A. 1784 plant the people in AC. lTt6 BiiiimmnB C aactorytie 
A. 1788 Biaie|Re»lme C atuye AC. 1789 nowe A happio A \ 
whome J wftom ] what apeoily C. 1790 l^re A 1791 miaolmefes 
C. 1792 opiili AC wars A -wronuii A. VlSl?. GQ6.\ii>-B 
Vr/e ^. 1795 alwaics C lengtUe A. Yl^ ■«(Q-ns,B A. 
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